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Contact: info@th.boell.org   

 

Myanmar  

Reuters Journalists Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo are free (Reuters, Time)  
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-journalists/reuters-reporters-jailed-in-myanmar-freed-from-prison-
witnesses-idUSKCN1SD056 
http://time.com/5584774/myanmar-released-journalists-reaction/ 

Arrest Warrant for Hardline Monk Wirathu (South China Morning Post, Reuters)  
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3012209/myanmar-police-out-arrest-firebrand-monk-
wirathu-known 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-buddhist/arrest-warrant-issued-for-myanmar-hardline-monk-wirathu-
idUSKCN1SZ0FU 

Myanmar’s democracy letting down young generation (Deutsche Welle)  
https://www.dw.com/en/myanmars-democracy-is-letting-down-a-young-generation/a-48976172 

 

Cambodia   

King Norodom Sihamoni supports Belt and Road Initiative (VOA Khmer)  
https://www.voacambodia.com/a/cambodian-king-supports-belt-and-road-initiative-chinese-media/4918977.html 

PM Hun Sen dismisses call for resignation (Radio Free Asia)  
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/protests-05302019163859.html 

 

Brunei 

Brunei won’t enforce gay death penalty (The Jakarta Post, Time, BBC)  

https://www.thejakartapost.com/seasia/2019/05/06/brunei-says-it-wont-enforce-gay-death-penalty-after-

backlash.html 

http://time.com/5583513/brunei-gay-sex-stoning-enforcenment/ 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-48171165 

Inside the silent nation of Brunei (BBC)  

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-48211193 

 

Indonesia 

Election Commission names Jokowi winner (The Jakarta Post, Time) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/05/21/kpu-names-jokowi-winner-of-election.html 
http://time.com/5592450/joko-widodo-official-count-reelected-indonesia/ 

How peaceful protests against Joko Widodo’s re-election descended into violent chaos (South 
China Morning Post, The New York Times, Asia Sentinel) 
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https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/opinion/article/3011986/indonesia-riots-how-peaceful-protests-against-joko-
widodos-re 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/22/world/asia/indonesia-election-riots.html 
https://www.asiasentinel.com/politics/prabowo-supporters-believed-behind-jakarta-electoral-violence/ 

Prabowo challenges his presidential loss (The Diplomat, The Jakarta Post) 
https://thediplomat.com/2019/05/indonesias-subianto-officially-challenges-his-presidential-loss/ 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/05/28/prabowo-stands-slim-chance-of-winning-petition.html 

 

Laos 

Sub-standard construction caused dam disaster: Independent Investigation (The Nation) 
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/news/national/30370233 

Lao authorities allow Chinese firm to plant on land promised to dam survivors (Radio Free Asia)  
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/laos-bananas-on-survivor-land-05292019154355.html 
 

Lao can manage debt to China: Prime Minister (Nikkei Asian Review)  
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/The-Future-of-Asia-2019/Laos-can-manage-debt-to-China-PM-insists 
 

 

Malaysia 

Malaysia has its first female chief justice (Malay Mail, Reuters) 
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2019/05/02/history-made-as-tengku-maimun-malaysias-first-female-
chief-justice-appointe/1749119 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-malaysia-women-judiciary/malaysias-first-female-top-judge-is-big-step-for-
womens-justice-idUSKCN1S90RV 

Mahathir reaffirms promise to hand over premiership to Anwar (Channel NewsAsia, The Star) 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/mahathir-reaffirms-promise-anwar-premiership-11581982 
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2019/05/16/anwar-dr-m-will-have-key-role-to-play/ 

Malaysia to send plastic waste back (Time, Nikkei Asian Review, The Washington Post) 
http://time.com/5593314/malaysia-send-plastic-garbage-back/ 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Environment/Malaysia-orders-plastic-waste-to-be-returned-to-origin-country 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/malaysias-mahathir-tells-rich-nations-to-stop-dumping-their-
plastic-on-poor-countries/2019/05/30/29b99a32-82b5-11e9-95a9-e2c830afe24f_story.html 

 

The Philippines 

Duterte allies crush opposition in Philippine midterm elections (Nikkei Asian Review, BBC, The 
New York Times) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Duterte-allies-crush-opposition-in-Philippine-midterm-elections 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-48277482 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/24/opinion/philippines-duterte-election-senate.html 

Philippines ships 69 containers of dumped rubbish back to Canada (Al Jazeera, Deutsche Welle, 
Time) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/05/philippines-ships-69-containers-dumped-rubbish-canada-
190531012335944.html 
https://www.dw.com/en/tired-of-being-trashed-philippines-ready-to-dump-garbage-in-canada/a-48829282 
http://time.com/5594237/philippines-canada-garbage-dump/ 
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Duterte implies being gay is a disease (Rappler, Newsweek, CNN) 
https://www.rappler.com/newsbreak/inside-track/231882-duterte-implies-being-gay-is-disease 
https://www.newsweek.com/philippines-duterte-gay-cured-homosexuality-comments-1440433 
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/06/02/asia/philippines-duterte-gay-intl/index.html 

 

Singapore 

Singapore’s fake news law (South China Morning Post, Al Jazeera, The Nation Magazine) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3009597/singapores-fake-news-law-lesson-asia-stifling-dissent 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/05/singapore-passes-law-police-fake-news-concerns-
190509000809073.html 
https://www.thenation.com/article/singapore-fake-news-bill/ 

Lee Hsien Yang puts up security deposit for Jolovan Wham (The Straits Times, The Online Citizen) 
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/lee-hsien-yang-puts-up-20000-security-deposit-for-activist-jolovan-
whams-appeal 
https://www.theonlinecitizen.com/2019/05/22/lee-hsien-yang-put-up-security-deposit-of-20k-for-jolovan-whams-
appeal-against-decision-on-conviction-of-scandalising-the-judiciary/ 

Singapore is taking action to battle climate change (Bloomberg) 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-05-31/singapore-takes-action-on-climate-change-as-sea-levels-
rise 

 

Thailand 

Thai King urges parliament to focus on national stability (South China Morning Post, The Nation) 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3011729/thailands-king-vajiralongkorn-urges-post-election 
https://www.nationmultimedia.com/detail/national/30369944 

Vote for a new prime minister on June 5 (The Nation, Khaosod English) 
https://www.nationmultimedia.com/detail/politics/30370366 
http://www.khaosodenglish.com/featured/2019/06/01/pm-to-be-decided-on-wednesday-house-speaker-chuan/ 

Thanathorn ceases duty after being sworn in (Bangkok Post, The Diplomat) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/news/politics/1683728/thanathorn-steps-aside 
https://thediplomat.com/2019/05/thai-court-blocks-anti-junta-politician-from-parliament-seat/ 

Climate Strike Bangkok calls on government to cut pollution (Yahoo News, The Nation) 
https://uk.news.yahoo.com/climate-change-protesters-bangkok-call-120000763.html 
https://www.nationmultimedia.com/detail/national/30369970 

 

Vietnam 

President emerges after sick leave (Asian Correspondent, Reuters) 
https://asiancorrespondent.com/2019/05/vietnam-president-emerges-after-month-long-sick-leave/ 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-vietnam-president/vietnam-leader-nguyen-phu-trong-reappears-in-state-media-
after-illness-idUSKCN1SK1EV 

Vietnam’s economy could soon be bigger than Singapore’s (Bloomberg, The Straits Times) 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-05-28/vietnam-s-economy-could-soon-be-bigger-than-singapore-s 
https://www.straitstimes.com/business/vietnam-a-rising-asian-powerhouse-dbs-report 

How Vietnam controls its media (Al Jazeera, The Irrawaddy) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/05/paranoia-vietnam-controls-media-190516111503764.html 
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/asia/vietnam-intensifies-crackdown-online-dissent-amnesty-report.html 
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ASEAN 

ASEAN civil society seeks meeting with leaders (The Nation) 
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/detail/asean-plus/30368887 

20 years of mixing ASEAN old and new (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1677152/ 
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