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ASEAN Region – Press Review February 2019  

Contact: info@th.boell.org   

 

Myanmar  

Myitsone Dam, India and China (Frontier Myanmar)  
https://frontiermyanmar.net/en/china-india-and-myitsone-the-power-game-to-come 

Yangon court sentences two men for the murder of Ko Ni (Aljazeera)  
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/02/myanmar-court-sentences-death-ko-ni-murder-190215062753418.html 

 

Cambodia   

Hun Sen says Cambodia is not ready for LGBT Laws (Khmer Times)  
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50580112/kingdom-not-yet-ready-for-lgbt-laws-hun-sen/ 

Analysis on Cambodia’s Foreign Policy (The Diplomat)  
https://thediplomat.com/2019/02/is-cambodias-foreign-policy-heading-in-the-right-direction/ 

 

Brunei 

Brunei Youth is the key to development (The ASEAN Post)  

https://theaseanpost.com/article/youth-key-bruneis-development 

Lao PM visits Brunei (Xinhua)  

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-02/14/c_137820977.htm 

 

Indonesia 

Indonesia’s Election in April (The New York Times, The Straits Times) 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/14/opinion/indonesia-election-religion-islam-islamists.html 
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/indonesia-presidential-race-hots-up 

Jokowi’s Efforts on Environmental Protection (The Jakarta Post) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/02/13/jokowi-saves-forests-but-fails-to-resolve-land-mining-
conflicts.html 

Indonesia Removes Gay Comic Strips on Instagram (South China Morning Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/2186111/why-did-indonesia-pressure-instragam-remove-
alpatuni-comic 

 

Laos 

Battery of Asia Criticized (The Nation) 
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/detail/national/30364687 
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Compensation for Dam Disaster Victims Begins (The Nation) 
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/detail/national/30364301 
 

 

Malaysia 

New Malaysia and Democracy (The Diplomat) 
https://thediplomat.com/2019/02/making-democracy-work-in-malaysia 

Malaysia as Clean Energy Leader? (Asian Correspondent) 
https://asiancorrespondent.com/2019/02/commentary-will-malaysia-become-southeast-asias-clean-energy-leader 

The Lust for Durian and Deforestation in Malaysia (The Straits Times) 
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/chinese-hunger-for-durians-blamed-for-deforestation-in-malaysia 

 

The Philippines 

Philippines’ Midterm Election and Duterte (Nikkei Asian Review, South China Morning Post, CNN 

Philippines) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Cover-Story/A-verdict-on-Duterte-looming-midterms-are-a-referendum-on-
president 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/society/article/2187356/philippine-election-reel-thin-line-between-actors-and-
politicians 
http://nine.cnnphilippines.com/news/2019/02/18/2019-elections-referendum-President-Rodrigo-Duterte.html 

President signed Universal Healthcare Act (ABS-CBN News) 
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/02/20/19/health-care-for-all-duterte-signs-universal-healthcare-act 

Duterte wants to rename the country “Maharlika” (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/news/asean/1628022/duterte-wants-to-rename-the-philippines 

The Arrest of Rappler’s Maria Ressa (South China Morning Post, The New York Times, Nikkei Asian 
Review) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/2186203/be-silent-or-youre-next-maria-ressa-posts-bail-arrest-
puts-all 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/13/world/asia/maria-ressa-arrested.html 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Philippines-releases-Duterte-critic-on-bail-after-global-outcry 

 

Singapore 

Activist Jolovan Wham sentenced (Channel NewsAsia) 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/jolovan-wham-fined-jail-public-assembly-without-permit-
11275566 

Singapore’s Politics Towards the Future (The Diplomat) 
https://thediplomat.com/2019/02/the-future-of-singapores-politics-in-focus-amid-election-speculation 

Singapore’s Ruling Elite (Inside Story) 
https://insidestory.org.au/singapores-ruling-elite-is-fraying-at-the-edges-and-at-the-centre 

 

Thailand 

The King blocked Sister’s candidacy (Channel NewsAsia, The Economist) 
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https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/thai-king-sister-princess-ubonratana-pm-candidacy-inappropriate-
11224338 
https://www.economist.com/asia/2019/02/09/thailands-king-blocks-his-sisters-attempt-to-become-prime-minister 

Thai Junta and The Election (The Washington Post) 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/why-thailands-junta-is-cool-with-an-election/2019/02/11/26fd1766-
2e7c-11e9-8781-763619f12cb4_story.html 

 

Vietnam 

Radio Blogger Missing in Thailand (South China Morning Post, Bangkok Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/2185116/vietnamese-radio-blogger-truong-duy-nhat-
missing-thailand 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/news/asean/1625298/investigation-ordered-into-disappeared-vietnamese-blogger-
in-bangkok 

Vietnam benefits from US-North Korea Summit (The Atlantic) 
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2019/02/vietnam-won-trump-kim-summit/583834 

Vietnam as a Model for North Korea (The New York Times) 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/27/opinion/letters/kim-jong-un-korea-vietnam.html 

 

ASEAN 

This Year ASEAN Chair (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1635234/thailands-asean-chair-views-from-washington 

ASEAN 2019 Chair: Thailand (Rappler) 
https://www.rappler.com/thought-leaders/223901-thailand-puts-spice-asean-2019 
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