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Contact: info@th.boell.org   

For our readers in a rush, our editors recommend the following 11 news articles:  

- EU and Asean at 50: time for bold action (link here) 

- Can ASEAN’s Green Goals Survive Its Data Center Boom? (link here) 

- Mondulkiri Wind Project Advances Amid Indigenous Land Concerns (link here) 

- Indonesia’s nickel-rich Halmahera becoming a Chinese company island (link here) 

- Russia to begin preliminary studies for a nuclear power plant in Laos (link here) 

- Why Singapore is getting its ducks in a row in exploring nuclear energy (link here) 

- Malaysia’s waste-to-energy push eases landfill strain but raises pollution fears (link here) 

- Rising data centre demand pressures power capacity (link here) 

- First Known Russian Tungsten Mining Project Moves Into Eastern Shan (link here) 

- Vietnam pushes for higher coal output to meet surging power demand (link here) 

- Philippines takes diplomatic action against China over floating structure in South China Sea (link here) 

ASEAN and Southeast Asia Region 

ASEAN  
ASEAN’s Renewed Engagement with Naypyidaw and the Future of Federal Myanmar – Yuyun Wahyuningrum 
and Sarah Teitt | Fulcrum  
ASEAN, Russia reaffirm commitment to deepening cooperation at summit in Kazan – Chin Soo Fang | The 
Straits Times  
US working to release energy reserves, boost sales of gas to ASEAN | Reuters  
ASEAN’s critical minerals and industrial-upgrade dilemma – Wakana Asano | IISS 
PM Wong Says Singapore To Advance Asean Integration, Inclusive Partnerships During 2027 Chairmanship | 
Bernama  
Vietnam, Timor-Leste poised to deepen cooperation within ASEAN | Vietnam Plus  
ASEAN must become active force in shaping new rules of era: Vietnamese PM | Vietnam Plus  
Can ASEAN’s Green Goals Survive Its Data Center Boom? – Tristan Eng | The Diplomat  
China's first river-to-sea canal to ease passage to Asean members enters key test phase – Chen Meiling | The 
Star/ China Daily/ANN 
The Iran conflict is prompting a historic shift in Asean’s energy strategy – Andrew Hammond | The Business 
Times  
Philippines’ UN Security Council bid could amplify ASEAN voice on global issues: Analysts – Mitch McCann | 
CNA  
 

Southeast Asia  
Malaysia and Timor-Leste exploring strategic cooperation in multiple sectors, says Anwar | The Star/Bernama 
What Do the US Forced Labour Tariffs Mean for Southeast Asia? – Stephen Olson | Fulcrum  
El Nino threatens livelihoods in Southeast Asia – David Hutt | DW  
South-east Asia needs bold steps to boost energy security, cut costly fuel imports: IEA – David Fogarty | The 
Straits Times  
Indonesia, Singapore deepen investment and green energy ties | Antara 
South-east Asia can lead the energy transition with its partners – Rachel Kyte | The Business Times  
Philippines, Vietnam upgrade ties, say South China Sea peace 'non-negotiable' | Reuters  
The next phase of South-east Asia’s energy transition: Fixing the grid – Tan Ai Leng | The Business Times  
At Shangri-La, Washington and Southeast Asia talked past each other – Hunter Marston | The Interpreter  
Risks of food, inflation mount for Southeast Asia | The Star/China Daily/ANN  
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https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2026/06/16/russia-to-begin-preliminary-studies-for-a-nuclear-power-plant-in-laos#goog_rewarded
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/environment/why-singapore-is-getting-its-ducks-in-a-row-for-nuclear-energy
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysias-waste-to-energy-push-eases-landfill-strain-but-raises-pollution-fears
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3267598/rising-data-centre-demand-pressures-power-capacity
https://www.irrawaddy.com/business/first-known-russian-tungsten-mining-project-moves-into-eastern-shan.html
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https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/asean-russia-reaffirm-commitment-to-deepening-cooperation-at-summit-in-kazan
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/us-working-release-energy-reserves-boost-sales-gas-asean-2026-06-10/
https://www.iiss.org/online-analysis/online-analysis/2026/06/aseans-critical-minerals-and-industrial-upgrade-dilemma/
https://asean.bernama.com/news.php?id=2566374
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https://en.vietnamplus.vn/asean-must-become-active-force-in-shaping-new-rules-of-era-vietnamese-pm-post344257.vnp
https://thediplomat.com/2026/06/can-aseans-green-goals-survive-its-data-center-boom/
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https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/philippines-unsc-united-nations-security-council-bid-asean-voice-6155991
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2026/06/16/malaysia-and-timor-leste-exploring-strategic-cooperation-in-multiple-sectors-says-anwar
https://fulcrum.sg/what-do-the-us-forced-labour-tariffs-mean-for-southeast-asia/
https://www.dw.com/en/el-nino-threatens-livelihoods-in-southeast-asia/a-77559356
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/south-east-asia-needs-bold-steps-to-boost-energy-security-cut-costly-fuel-imports-iea
https://en.antaranews.com/news/418589/indonesia-singapore-deepen-investment-and-green-energy-ties
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/opinion-features/south-east-asia-can-lead-energy-transition-its-partners
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/philippines-vietnam-elevate-ties-enhanced-strategic-partnership-2026-06-01/
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/international/asean/next-phase-south-east-asias-energy-transition-fixing-grid
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/shangri-la-washington-southeast-asia-talked-past-each-other
https://www.thestar.com.my/business/business-news/2026/06/01/risks-of-food-inflation-mount-for-southeast-asia#goog_rewarded
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Brunei 

Brunei Sultan to attend Asean-Russia Commemorative Summit | The Star/Borneo Bulletin/ANN 
Study visit focuses on community-based enterprise – James Kon | Borneo Bulletin  
Brunei’s sultan announces Cabinet shake-up, appoints sons as ministers | The Straits Times/Reuters  

 

Cambodia   

US Explores Investment in Canal-Linked Ports in Cambodia – Prak Chan Thul | Kiri Post  
Mondulkiri Wind Project Advances Amid Indigenous Land Concerns – Sovann Sreypich | CamboJa News 
Cambodia's renewable energy push helps shield economy from oil shocks, says minister – Marcel Pereira | 
CNA  
Cambodia launches early warning project to prepare communities for climate disasters | The Star/Xinhua  
Some 42% Land in Cambodia Not Healthy; Farmers Adopt Regenerative Practices | Kiri Post 
Bengal tigers in Cambodia? Reintroduction plan raises questions – Andy Ball and Arathi Menon | Mongabay  
Cambodia’s crackdown on scam centres leaves trail of stranded victims as criminal groups switch tactics – 
Jack Board | CNA   

 

Indonesia 

Indonesia’s nickel-rich Halmahera becoming a Chinese company island – Muhammad Zulfikar Rakhmat and 
Yeta Purnama | Asia Times  
Indonesia seeks to diversify network routes, reduce 90% internet connectivity dependence on Singapore – 
Denny Armandhanu | CNA  
Indonesia boosts farm research to support food self-sufficiency | Antara 
Indonesia parliament amends law to allow police to serve in civilian government | CNA/Reuters  
In Indonesia’s Lombok, fishers find food security tied to mangrove reforestation – Ahmad H. Ramdhani | 
Mongabay  
Communities in eastern Indonesia revive traditional sea protection practices – Hans Nicholas Jong | Eco-
Business/Mongabay 
Indonesia accelerates waste-to-energy projects in 30 locations | Antara  
Indonesia arrests officials in crackdown on corruption | Al Jazeera/AP/Reuters 
Nickel Powerhouse N. Maluku Wants More Locals to Feed the Workers | The Jakarta Globe.ID 
Chinese investors behind Indonesia’s nickel boom scout alternatives as policy changes bite | The Straits 
Times  
As Indonesia tightens spending, Prabowo's travel-heavy diplomacy comes under scrutiny – Ericssen and 
Denny Armandhanu | CNA    

 

Laos 

How Small States Can Survive Big Changes: Laos, Mekong and ASEAN in the Age of Might Makes Right – 
Anoulak Kittikhoun | Fulcrum  
Russia to begin preliminary studies for a nuclear power plant in Laos | The Star/The Laotian Times  
Lao President Meets Xi Jinping in Beijing | The Laotian Times  
No Longer Poor: Can Laos be Clean, Green and Great? – Anoulak Kittikhoun | Fulcrum   

 

Malaysia 

Prime time for Malaysia to dig itself out of its landfill problem – Zayana Zaikariah | Free Malaysia Today 
Boost for semiconductor sector | The Star  
Malaysia well-positioned to become leading rail nation in Asean | The Star/Bernama  

https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2026/06/14/brunei-sultan-to-attend-asean-russia-commemorative-summit#goog_rewarded
https://borneobulletin.com.bn/study-visit-focuses-on-community-based-enterprise/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/bruneis-sultan-announces-cabinet-shake-up-appoints-sons-as-ministers
https://kiripost.com/stories/us-explores-investment-in-canal-linked-ports-in-cambodia
https://cambojanews.com/mondulkiri-wind-project-advances-amid-indigenous-land-concerns/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/cambodia-renewable-energy-shield-economy-oil-shocks-keo-rottanak-6178436
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2026/06/06/cambodia-launches-early-warning-project-to-prepare-communities-for-climate-disasters
https://kiripost.com/stories/some-42-land-in-cambodia-not-healthy-farmers-adopt-regenerative-practices
https://news.mongabay.com/2026/06/bengal-tigers-in-cambodia-reintroduction-plan-raises-questions/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/cambodia-scamming-crackdown-victims-crime-6149341
https://asiatimes.com/2026/06/indonesias-nickel-rich-halmahera-becoming-a-chinese-company-island/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/indonesia-seeks-reduce-90-cent-internet-connectivity-dependence-singapore-diversifying-network-routes-6176281
https://en.antaranews.com/news/418591/indonesia-boosts-farm-research-to-support-food-self-sufficiency
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/indonesia-parliament-amends-law-allow-police-serve-civilian-government-6170716
https://news.mongabay.com/2026/06/in-indonesias-lombok-fishers-find-food-security-tied-to-mangrove-reforestation/
https://www.eco-business.com/news/communities-in-eastern-indonesia-revive-traditional-sea-protection-practices/
https://en.antaranews.com/news/418215/indonesia-accelerates-waste-to-energy-projects-in-30-locations
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/6/4/indonesia-arrests-officials-in-crackdown-on-corruption
https://jakartaglobe.id/business/nickel-powerhouse-n-maluku-wants-more-locals-to-feed-the-workers
https://www.straitstimes.com/business/companies-markets/chinese-investors-behind-indonesias-nickel-boom-scout-alternatives-as-policy-changes-bite
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/prabowo-indonesia-travel-heavy-diplomacy-under-scrutiny-6162136
https://fulcrum.sg/how-small-states-can-survive-big-changes-laos-mekong-and-asean-in-the-age-of-might-makes-right/
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2026/06/16/russia-to-begin-preliminary-studies-for-a-nuclear-power-plant-in-laos#goog_rewarded
https://laotiantimes.com/2026/06/05/lao-president-meets-xi-jinping-in-beijing/
https://fulcrum.sg/aseanfocus/no-longer-poor-can-laos-be-clean-green-and-great/
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/opinion/2026/06/19/prime-time-for-malaysia-to-dig-itself-out-of-its-landfill-problem
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2026/06/17/boost-for-semiconductor-sector#goog_rewarded
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2026/06/08/malaysia-well-positioned-to-become-leading-rail-nation-in-asean
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Secure energy transition pledged amid rapid AI growth | The Star  
Malaysia’s nuclear decision depends on preparedness across 19 key areas — EC | The Edge 
Malaysia/Bernama  
Designed By Penang Cultivating Local Champions For The Global Semiconductor Value Chain –  
Kenneth Ong | Penang Monthly 
How post-election coalitions became more acceptable after 2018 – Alysha Edward | Free Malaysia Today 
Malaysia’s waste-to-energy push eases landfill strain but raises pollution fears – Lu Wei Hoong | The Straits 
Times  

 

Myanmar  

Why is Women’s Access to Land So Complex in Myanmar? | TNI 
Moscow Agrees to Build Power Plant for Myanmar’s Stalled Dawei SEZ – Maung Kavi | The Irrawaddy  
Myanmar eyes Asean Summit spot – Kavi Chongkittavorn | Bangkok Post  
Myanmar Regime Confirms Massive New Gas Find – Myo Pyae | The Irawaddy 
First Known Russian Tungsten Mining Project Moves Into Eastern Shan – Phoe Tar | The Irrawaddy  
Myanmar junta approves 12 new investment projects as it seeks to project economic stability | Mizzima  
Myanmar’s China-backed mega dam revival risks Kachin rebel backlash – Maria Siow | South China Morning 
Post   

 

Philippines 

Philippines to boost infra spending amid lower growth forecast – Harlene Delgado | ABS-CBN  
Filipinos value security more than freedom, says analyst – Kurt Dela Peña | Inquirer 
World Bank eyes over $3-B project pipeline for Philippines – Nyah Genelle C. De Leon | Inquirer  
Philippines takes diplomatic action against China over floating structure in South China Sea | The Straits 
Times/Reuters 
Philippine senator arrested in flood control scandal | CNA/AFP    
Islands in the Storm: Climate Change and Conflict in the Philippines – Georgi Engelbrecht | International Crisis 
Group  

 

Singapore 

Singapore banks may need to address indirect exposure to captive coal in their financing policies – Janice 
Lim | The Business Times  
Singapore to develop water-saving solutions for semiconductor, data centre industries | Vietnam Plus  
Zero Waste Masterplan to be reviewed, as Singapore recycles less, disposes more – Ang Qing | The Straits 
Times  
Why Singapore remains a key player in the global semiconductor race – Ivy Chok and Marcel Pereira | CNA  
Deep underground nuclear waste storage could be feasible in Singapore, study shows – Shabana Begum | 
The Straits Times  
Why Singapore is getting its ducks in a row in exploring nuclear energy – Izzat See and Ian Grant | The Straits 
Times  
Fewer large trees in Singapore’s older forests, more than 100,000 insect species here: NParks – Ang Qing | 
The Straits Times  
Singapore can be Asia’s ‘super-connector’ and strengthen global trade – Jesslene Lee and Liu Jingting | The 
Business Times    

 

Thailand 

Bending the bamboo: Thailand turns neutrality into a diplomatic advantage – Silapakorn Sangsinchai | The 
Nation 
Rising data centre demand pressures power capacity – Yuthana Praiwan | Bangkok Post  
Driven by Iran war, Thai farm debt crisis deepens in test for Anutin government | The Straits Times  

https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2026/06/05/secure-energy-transition-pledged-amid-rapid-ai-growth
https://theedgemalaysia.com/node/805805
https://www.penangmonthly.com/designed-by-penang-cultivating-local-champions-for-the-global-semiconductor-value-chain/
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2026/06/02/how-post-election-coalitions-became-more-acceptable-after-2018
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysias-waste-to-energy-push-eases-landfill-strain-but-raises-pollution-fears
https://www.tni.org/en/article/why-is-womens-access-to-land-so-complex-in-myanmar
https://www.irrawaddy.com/business/moscow-agrees-to-build-power-plant-for-myanmars-stalled-dawei-sez.html
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/3271441/myanmar-eyes-asean-summit-spot
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-regime-confirms-massive-new-gas-find.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/business/first-known-russian-tungsten-mining-project-moves-into-eastern-shan.html
https://eng.mizzima.com/2026/06/02/34767
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3355345/myanmars-china-backed-mega-dam-revival-risks-kachin-rebel-backlash?module=top_story&pgtype=subsection
https://www.abs-cbn.com/news/business/2026/6/25/philippines-to-boost-infra-spending-amid-lower-growth-forecast-1926
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/327083/filipinos-value-security-more-than-freedom-says-analyst
https://business.inquirer.net/594171/world-bank-eyes-over-3-b-project-pipeline-for-philippines
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/philippines-takes-diplomatic-action-against-china-over-floating-structure-in-south-china-sea
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/philippines-graft-scandal-arrest-senator-flood-corruption-6153801
https://www.crisisgroup.org/cmt/asia-pacific/philippines/islands-storm-climate-change-and-conflict-philippines
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/esg/singapore-banks-may-need-address-indirect-exposure-captive-coal-their-financing-policies
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/singapore-to-develop-water-saving-solutions-for-semiconductor-data-centre-industries-post344696.vnp
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/environment/zero-waste-masterplan-to-be-reviewed-as-singapore-recycles-less-disposes-more
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore/semiconductor-chips-industry-competition-6179176
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/environment/no-major-technical-roadblocks-preventing-spore-from-storing-nuclear-waste-swedish-spore-study
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/environment/why-singapore-is-getting-its-ducks-in-a-row-for-nuclear-energy
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/environment/fewer-large-trees-in-spores-older-forests-over-100000-insect-species-estimated-nparks
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/opinion-features/singapore-can-be-asias-super-connector-and-strengthen-global-trade
https://www.nationthailand.com/blogs/news/asean/40067802
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3267598/rising-data-centre-demand-pressures-power-capacity
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/thai-farm-debt-crisis-deepens-in-early-test-for-anutins-government
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Land Bridge project hits new snag – Apinya Wipatayotin | Bangkok Post  
PowerChina eyes investment in 7 Thai transport megaprojects | The Nation  
Northern Thai residents march for action on polluted rivers. ‘This is an emergency’ – Gerald Flynn | Mongabay 
In Pictures: Dhamma Yatra, Peace Walk for Rivers | Bangkok Tribune  

 

 

Timor-Leste 

Timor-Leste calls for stronger global action against environmental crime | Tatoli  
Timor-Leste PM to visit Vietnam, attend ASEAN Future Forum 2026 | The Saigon Times  
 

 

 

 

Vietnam 

Environmental law overhauled as green economy push intensifies | Viet Nam News  
Vietnam pushes for higher coal output to meet surging power demand | The Straits Times/AFP 
Vietnam’s Ambition For Double-Digit Growth: Rationale And Challenges – Analysis – Ho Quoc Tuan | ISEAS - 
Yusof Ishak Institute | Eurasia Review  
ADB plans to lend US$4.5 billion to infrastructure, energy projects in Vietnam – X. Loc | The Saigon Times  
Vietnam rolls out E10 biofuel nationwide | The Star/Xinhua   

 

                               ASEAN/ Southeast Asia Region and Germany/ EU 

Belgian businessman appointed Vietnam’s Honorary Consul in Antwerp | Vietnam Plus  
German president says Europe is worried over tensions in the disputed South China Sea – Jim Gomez | The 
Washington Post  
Germany And Indonesia Shape A New Partnership – OpEd – Simon Hutagalung | Eurasia Review 
Germany sees Indonesia as a key pillar of stability in ASEAN | Antara 
ASEAN strengthens sci-tech cooperation for sustainable growth | Vietnam Plus  
Thailand Urged to Prepare for Sustainable Global Trade | Bangkok Post  
EU and Asean at 50: time for bold action – Chris Humphrey | The Business Times  
Timor-Leste President Welcomes EU Delegation to Strengthen Strategic Partnership | Asean All  
Timor-Leste President and German Minister of State Reaffirm Historic Ties and Strategic Cooperation at 
Shangri-La Dialogue | Asean All 
ASEAN-EU Cooperation: A New Driving Force for Trade, Investment, and Green Growth | Vietnam.VN 

 

 

https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3266564/land-bridge-project-hits-new-snag
https://www.nationthailand.com/business/economy/40066894
https://news.mongabay.com/2026/06/northern-thai-residents-march-for-action-on-polluted-rivers-this-is-an-emergency/
https://bkktribune.com/dhamma-yatra-peace-walk-for-rivers/
https://en.tatoli.tl/2026/06/08/timor-leste-calls-for-stronger-global-action-against-environmental-crime/11/
https://english.thesaigontimes.vn/timor-leste-pm-to-visit-vietnam-attend-asean-future-forum-2026/
https://vietnamnews.vn/environment/1783864/environmental-law-overhauled-as-green-economy-push-intensifies.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/vietnam-pushes-for-higher-coal-output-to-meet-surging-power-demand
https://www.eurasiareview.com/02062026-vietnams-ambition-for-double-digit-growth-rationale-and-challenges-analysis/
https://english.thesaigontimes.vn/adb-plans-to-lend-us4-5-billion-to-infrastructure-energy-projects-in-vietnam/
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2026/06/01/vietnam-rolls-out-e10-biofuel-nationwide
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/belgian-businessman-appointed-vietnams-honorary-consul-in-antwerp-post347247.vnp
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2026/06/16/germany-president-steinmeier-philippines-marcos-china-sea/20b141c6-6979-11f1-830e-133d20cadd28_story.html
https://www.eurasiareview.com/14062026-germany-and-indonesia-shape-a-new-partnership-oped/
https://en.antaranews.com/news/419261/germany-sees-indonesia-as-a-key-pillar-of-stability-in-asean
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/asean-strengthens-sci-tech-cooperation-for-sustainable-growth-post347026.vnp
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/3271624/thailand-urged-to-prepare-for-sustainable-global-trade
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/opinion-features/eu-and-asean-50-time-bold-action
https://www.aseanall.com/news/12673.html
https://www.aseanall.com/news/12677.html
https://www.aseanall.com/news/12677.html
https://www.vietnam.vn/en/dai-su-lao-tai-viet-nam-tieu-vung-mekong-la-trai-tim-cua-khu-vuc-dong-nam-a-luc-dia

