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Contact: info@th.boell.org   

For our readers in a rush, our editors recommend the following 11 news articles: 

- Marriage Equality: Could Vietnam Be Next? (link here)  

- AI and disinformation fuel political tensions in the Philippines (link here)  

- Prabowo, Albanese Affirm Joint Commitment to Nuclear Non-Proliferation (link here)  

- Lao Government to Renegotiate Hydropower Deals Amid Public Outcry Over Electricity Prices (link 

here)  

- Retreating Is Not Safety: How Cambodia Drives Women Out of Civic Spaces (link here)  

- Preparing Timor Leste to embrace Artificial Intelligence (link here)  

- Europe and Southeast Asia champion multipolar global order (link here)  
- Southeast Asia Aid Map: 2025 Key Findings (link here) 
- ASEAN risks becoming window dressing in a BRICS expansion (link here) 

- Plastic for dinner? Why Southeast Asians may have the most microplastics in their bodies (link here)  

- Everything you need to know about the Thailand-Cambodia conflict (link here)  

ASEAN and Southeast Asia Region 

ASEAN  
ASEAN nations can overcome space, disaster constraints in pursuit of nuclear energy: IAEA chief – Koh Wan 
Ting | CNA  
Malaysia’s Push for the ASEAN-GCC-China Summit: Connecting Past and Present – Kuik Cheng-Chwee | 
Fulcrum  
Can Malaysia nudge ASEAN beyond non-interference to tackle the scam crisis in Myanmar? – Liu Weiyi and 
Asha Hemrajani | The Interpreter  
China Introduces Special Visa for ASEAN Businesspeople – Adinda Jasmine | Tempo.co 
Prabowo, Albanese Highlight ASEAN's Role in Indo-Pacific – Savero Aristia Wienanto | Tempo.co  
ASEAN risks becoming window dressing in a BRICS expansion – Aniello Iannone | The Interpreter   
The 2016 South China Sea Ruling at Nine: Where Does ASEAN Stand? – Pham Ngoc Minh Trang | Fulcrum  
ASEAN should 'double down' on its integration amid Trump tariff threat: Vivian Balakrishnan – Charmaine 
Jacob | CNA  
Why is ASEAN planning a rare joint meeting of foreign and economic ministers? – Rashvinjeet S Bedi | CNA  
China backs Southeast Asia nuclear ban; Rubio, Lavrov at ASEAN meeting | Al Jazeera  
US, Russian top diplomats hold fresh talks on Ukraine at ASEAN meeting | Al Jazeera  
ASEAN agrees Myanmar election is not a priority, Malaysia says – Danial Azhar | Reuters  
ASEAN on the hot seat in US tariff negotiations – Adam Schwarz | Asia Times  
Thailand backs Timor-Leste – Poramet Tangsathaporn | Bangkok Post  
Myanmar opposes Timor Leste’s ASEAN membership | Thai PBS 
Everything you need to know about the Thailand-Cambodia conflict | ABC 
 

Southeast Asia  
Singapore, Indonesia, Malaysia face medium risk of severe haze | Borneo Bulletin  
Trump’s Tariff Deals With Southeast Asia: It’s Complicated – Stephen Olson | Fulcrum  
Southeast Asia Aid Map: 2025 Key Findings | Lowy Institute 
Southeast Asia’s foreign assistance to fall more than $2bn next year – Erin Hale | Al Jazeera  
Western aid cuts cede ground to China in Southeast Asia: study | Arab News/AFP 
Will nuclear powers help keep nukes out of Southeast Asia? – David Hutt | DW 
Mekong River Commission detects heavy metal contamination along the Mekong – Apinya Wipatayotin | 
Bangkok Post  
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https://fulcrum.sg/trumps-tariff-deals-with-southeast-asia-its-complicated/
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US Duties on Southeast Asian Solar Panel Exports: Where the Sun Does Not Shine – Archanun Kohpaiboon | 
Fulcrum  
China says it is willing to take lead in signing Southeast Asia nuclear weapon-free zone treaty | Reuters 
Plastic for dinner? Why Southeast Asians may have the most microplastics in their bodies – Nicholas 
Deroose | CNA  
Southeast Asia and the ‘middle democracy’ trap – Dan Slater | East Asia Forum  
Southeast Asia urged to rethink manufacturing model – Ben Sokhean | Khmer Times  

 

Brunei 

MoU strengthens maritime security collaboration – Daniel Lim | Borneo Bulletin  
EnQuest secures production rights for offshore Brunei block | The Scoop  
Brunei ends free healthcare for foreign PRs amid escalating costs | The Scoop  
Sultan announces major reforms to land ownership – Rasidah Hj Abu Bakar | The Scoop  
DST launches key report on Brunei’s digital economy | The Scoop  

 

Cambodia   

Ministry of Environment welcomes Japanese tech firms to boost Cambodia’s carbon credit market | Khmer 
Times  
Cambodia unveils ambitious waterway plan connecting Kep and Siem Reap | Khmer Times  
Hun Manet pushes agro-industrial investment in western provinces to boost self-reliance – Mom Kunthea | 
Khmer Times  
Sites of Khmer Rouge execution, torture in Cambodia added to UNESCO list | Al Jazeera  
More than 1,000 arrested in Cambodian cyber-scam raids | Al Jazeera  
Cambodia passes constitutional change allowing gov’t to revoke citizenship | Al Jazeera  
Retreating Is Not Safety: How Cambodia Drives Women Out of Civic Spaces – James Gomez and Asia Centre | 
The Diplomat 

 

Indonesia 

Mining Row Exposes Ideological and Generational Split Within Indonesia’s Nahdlatul Ulama – Ary Hermawan | 
Fulcrum 
Global EV demand is killing Indonesia’s coral ecosystems – Kurniawan Arif Maspul | East Asia Forum  
Indonesia targets foreign investment with new AI roadmap, official says | CNA/Reuters 
Commentary: Will Indonesia regret its trade deal with Trump? – Lili Yan Ing | CNA  
Indonesia to cut tariffs, non-tariff barriers in US trade deal, Trump official says | CNA/Reuters 
What is Jokowi’s political gameplan after saying he ‘fully supports’ party chaired by son? – Denny 
Armandhanu | CNA   
Prabowo Vows Free Healthcare for the Poor if Budget Allows – Alif Ilham Fajriadi | Tempo.co  
Prabowo, Albanese Affirm Joint Commitment to Nuclear Non-Proliferation – Savero Aristia Wienanto | 
Tempo.co 
CO25157 | The Use of Artificial Intelligence in Countering Online Radicalisation in Indonesia – Raneeta 
Mutiara | RSIS 
Indonesian civil society urges probe after payout for mine recovery that never happened – Muhibar Sobary 
Ardan | Mongabay  
Indonesia tests shows blood mercury rising at ground zero of world energy transition – Rabul Sawal | 
Mongabay 
Indonesia's $15 Billion US Energy Import Can Backfire, Analyst Warns – Jayanty Nada Shofa | Jakarta Globe.ID 
Indonesia’s Free-Lunch Plan Will Cost Prabowo – Daniel Moss | Bloomberg 

 

https://fulcrum.sg/us-duties-on-southeast-asian-solar-panel-exports-where-the-sun-does-not-shine/
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-says-it-is-willing-take-lead-signing-southeast-asia-nuclear-weapon-free-2025-07-03/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/cna-insider/southeast-asia-ingesting-microplastic-health-risks-pollution-indonesia-philippines-5221946
https://eastasiaforum.org/2025/07/11/southeast-asia-and-the-middle-democracy-trap/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501709592/southeast-asia-urged-to-rethink-manufacturing-model/
https://borneobulletin.com.bn/mou-strengthens-maritime-security-collaboration/
https://thescoop.co/2025/07/16/enquest-secures-production-rights-for-offshore-brunei-block/
https://thescoop.co/2025/07/10/brunei-ends-free-healthcare-for-foreign-prs-amid-escalating-costs/
https://thescoop.co/2025/07/15/sultan-announces-major-reforms-to-land-ownership/
https://thescoop.co/2025/07/03/dst-launches-key-report-on-bruneis-digital-economy/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501723702/ministry-of-environment-welcomes-japanese-tech-firms-to-boost-cambodias-carbon-credit-market/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501719405/cambodia-unveils-ambitious-waterway-plan-connecting-kep-and-siem-reap/
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/501712181/hun-manet-pushes-agro-industrial-investment-in-western-provinces-to-boost-self-reliance/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/7/12/sites-of-khmer-rouge-execution-torture-in-cambodia-added-to-unesco-list
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/7/16/more-than-1000-arrested-in-cambodian-cyber-scam-raids
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/7/11/cambodia-passes-constitutional-change-allowing-govt-to-revoke-citizenship
https://thediplomat.com/2025/07/retreating-is-not-safety-how-cambodia-drives-women-out-of-civic-spaces/
https://fulcrum.sg/mining-row-exposes-ideological-and-generational-split-within-indonesias-nahdlatul-ulama/
https://eastasiaforum.org/2025/07/18/global-ev-demand-is-killing-indonesias-coral-ecosystems/
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/indonesia-ai-roadmap-foreign-investment-5251421
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/commentary/indonesia-trade-deal-us-trump-tariffs-china-export-5251406
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/indonesia-us-trade-deal-trump-tariffs-5252891
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/jokowi-supports-indonesian-solidarity-party-political-vehicle-psi-5251041
https://en.tempo.co/read/2030929/prabowo-vows-free-healthcare-for-the-poor-if-budget-allows?tracking_page_direct
https://en.tempo.co/read/2008129/prabowo-albanese-affirm-joint-commitment-to-nuclear-non-proliferation
https://rsis.edu.sg/rsis-publication/rsis/the-use-of-artificial-intelligence-in-countering-online-radicalisation-in-indonesia/
https://news.mongabay.com/2025/07/indonesian-civil-society-urges-probe-after-payout-for-mine-recovery-that-never-happened/
https://news.mongabay.com/2025/07/indonesia-tests-shows-blood-mercury-rising-at-ground-zero-of-world-energy-transition/
https://jakartaglobe.id/business/indonesias-15-billion-us-energy-import-can-backfire-analyst-warns
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2025-06-30/indonesia-s-free-lunch-plan-will-cost-prabowo?srnd=phx-opinion
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Laos 

Lao President Reaffirms Commitment to Deepening Ties with Russia Ahead of Official Visit – Thongsavanh 
Souvannasane | The Laotian Times  
Laos secures US$2.8mil from Lancang-Mekong Cooperation Special Fund to finance development projects | 
The Star/ Vientiane Times/ANN 
Oudomxay solar farm set to power up this year | Vientiane Times  
Lao Government to Renegotiate Hydropower Deals Amid Public Outcry Over Electricity Prices – Thongsavanh 
Souvannasane | The Laotian Times 
Laos Wind Farm to Begin Full Operation in Late August, Says Sekong’s Deputy Governor – Thongsavanh 
Souvannasane | The Laotian Times 
Laos Makes Steady Progress in Poverty Eradication, Several Districts Declared Poverty-Free – Kheuakham 
Chanlivong | The Laotian Times  
Laos, China ink pact to enhance transparency in key development zones | Vientiane Times   
Laos Launches Disability-Inclusive Early Warning Workshop to Strengthen Climate Resilience | The Laotian 
Times   

 

Malaysia 

Malaysians protest rising living costs, demand PM Anwar Ibrahim step down | Al Jazeera  
‘Lost economic opportunity’: Why are more Malaysian women leaving the workforce after the age of 30? | 
CNA  
Malaysia PM Anwar announces US$24 cash handout for all adults to head off rising costs | CNA/Reuters  
Malaysia's Anwar says new Chief Justice appointment clears him of interference claims | CNA   
Malaysia boosts investment in green technology, digital transformation | Vietnam Plus  
Malaysia strengthens position in global hydrogen ecosystem | Vietnam Plus  
Anwar says ready to meet Umno leaders over Najib royal addendum but won’t pre-empt courts – Muhammad 
Yusry | MalayMail  
Malaysia grapples with growing religious conservatism – Murali Krishnan | DW 
Malaysia’s Anwar warns of weaponised trade as Trump’s tariffs loom | Al Jazeera 
Anwar’s Paris visit a success, marks revival of partnerships across all sectors, says Macron | The Straits 
Times/The Star/Asia News Network 
PM Anwar takes flak as Malaysia’s judiciary faces leadership vacuum – Shannon Teoh | The Straits Times  
Malaysia data centres battle higher power costs, unclear pricing – Sudarshan Varadhan and Ashley Tang | The 
Star/Reuters 

 

Myanmar  

Myanmar Regime Sets More Traps to Guarantee Election Win – Maung Kavi | The Irrawaddy  
In Rare Earth Talks, Another Troubling Sign of a US Pivot on Myanmar – Aung Zaw | The Irrawaddy  
Conjuring an Election Illusion in War-Torn Shan; Raiding Offshore Gas to Stay Afloat; and More | The 
Irrawaddy  
Tin shipments from Myanmar's Wa State due to resume, tin group says – Eric Onstad | Reuters  
Myanmar-India sign agreement to prepare detailed project report for high-voltage cross-border power 
transmission line | Eleven Myanmar  
Myanmar’s Opposition to Timor-Leste’s ASEAN Membership – Max Lane | Fulcrum  
Myanmar armed groups rebuff junta’s ‘cooperation’ appeal | The Straits Times/AFP 
Myanmar ramps up cooperation – Panumate Tanraksa | Bangkok Post  
Russian Choppers on Myanmar Junta’s Shopping List: Min Aung Hlaing – Maung Kavi | The Irrawaddy 

 

Philippines 

US-Philippines trade talks yield modest tariff shift after Trump meets Marcos | CNA/Reuters  
AI and disinformation fuel political tensions in the Philippines | Al Jazeera  

https://laotiantimes.com/2025/07/30/lao-president-reaffirms-commitment-to-deepening-ties-with-russia-ahead-of-official-visit/
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2025/07/16/laos-secures-us28mil-from-lancang-mekong-cooperation-special-fund-to-finance-development-projects#goog_rewarded
https://www.vientianetimes.org.la/freefreenews/freecontent_138_OudomxaySolar_y25.php
https://laotiantimes.com/2025/07/18/lao-government-to-renegotiate-hydropower-deals-amid-public-outcry-over-electricity-prices/
https://laotiantimes.com/2025/07/17/laos-wind-farm-to-begin-full-operation-in-late-august-says-sekongs-deputy-governor/
https://laotiantimes.com/2025/07/17/laos-makes-steady-progress-in-poverty-eradication-several-districts-declared-poverty-free/
https://www.vientianetimes.org.la/freefreenews/freecontent_124_laos_y25.php
https://laotiantimes.com/2025/07/03/laos-launches-disability-inclusive-early-warning-workshop-to-strengthen-climate-resilience/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/7/26/malaysians-protest-rising-living-costs-demand-pm-anwar-ibrahim-step-down
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/malaysia-women-workforce-gender-gap-world-bank-5251601
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/malaysia-anwar-ibrahim-rm100-cash-aid-ron95-petrol-5253316
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/malaysia-anwar-new-chief-justice-judiciary-appointment-interference-claims-5246976
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/malaysia-boosts-investment-in-green-technology-digital-transformation-post322965.vnp
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/malaysia-strengthens-position-in-global-hydrogen-ecosystem-post323027.vnp
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2025/07/18/anwar-says-ready-to-meet-umno-leaders-over-najib-royal-addendum-but-wont-pre-empt-courts/184363
https://www.dw.com/en/malaysia-grapples-with-growing-religious-conservatism/a-73197747
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2025/7/9/malaysias-anwar-warns-of-weaponised-trade-as-trump-tariffs-loom
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/anwars-paris-visit-a-success-marks-revival-of-partnerships-across-all-sectors-says-macron
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/pm-anwar-takes-flak-as-malaysias-judiciary-faces-leadership-vacuum
https://www.thestar.com.my/tech/tech-news/2025/07/01/malaysia-data-centres-battle-higher-power-costs-unclear-pricing#goog_rewarded
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/politics/myanmar-regime-sets-more-traps-to-guarantee-election-win.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/in-rare-earth-talks-another-troubling-sign-of-a-us-pivot-on-myanmar.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/junta-watch/conjuring-an-election-illusion-in-war-torn-shan-raiding-offshore-gas-to-stay-afloat-and-more.html
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/tin-shipments-myanmars-wa-state-due-resume-tin-group-says-2025-07-16/
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-india-sign-agreement-to-prepare-detailed-project-report-for-high-voltage-cross-border
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/myanmar-india-sign-agreement-to-prepare-detailed-project-report-for-high-voltage-cross-border
https://fulcrum.sg/myanmars-opposition-to-timor-lestes-asean-membership/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/myanmar-armed-groups-rebuff-juntas-cooperation-appeal
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/3062750/myanmar-ramps-up-cooperation?tbref=hp
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/myanmars-crisis-the-world/russian-choppers-on-myanmar-juntas-shopping-list-min-aung-hlaing.html
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/world/trump-us-philippines-marcos-tariff-shift-19-5252346
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/7/15/ai-and-disinformation-prompt-political-rivalries-in-the-philippines
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Misogynistic politics endures in the Philippines despite crackdown – Athena Charanne Presto | East Asia 
Forum  
The Missing Link in Philippine Infrastructure: Local Governments – Camille Bismonte | Fulcrum  
Japan to export used destroyers to Philippines to deter China, says report | The Straits Times  
US aircraft carrier makes Philippines port call as the allies increase defence cooperation | The Straits 
Times/AFP  
Marcos weighing public sentiment on PH return to ICC – Palace – Luisa Cabato | Inquirer 

 

Singapore 

Singapore needs trusted media now more than ever, says PM Wong – Ang Hwee Min | CNA  
Singapore actively dealing with ongoing cyberattack on critical infrastructure: Shanmugam – Davina Tham | 
CNA  
Nuclear safety research in Singapore boosted with S$66 million grant, new radiation-proof facility in NUS – 
Koh Wan Ting | CNA  
New research institute will grow S’pore’s talent in nuclear energy, safety – Chin Hui Shan | The Straits Times  
Singapore to increase pool of early adopters in AI to complement data scientists, engineers –  Sarah Goh | 
The Straits Times   
Singapore, Vietnam agree to step up defence ties, dialogue between leaders – Anjali Raguraman | The Straits 
Times  
Govt will continue to support families, including growing group of seniors: PM Wong at PCF Family Day – 
Go Yan Han | The Straits Times  
Singapore and Cambodia to deepen partnerships in renewable energy, carbon markets: PM Wong – Ng Hong 
Siang | CNA 
 

 

Thailand 

Signs and symptoms of Thai stagnation – Thitinan Pongsudhirak | Bangkok Post  
Thailand’s Climate Change Law Should Be Fortified Before It is Enacted – Paul Chambers and Watcharapol 
Supajakwattana | Fulcrum  
Rethinking Thailand’s State Welfare Card: Addressing Targeting Flaws for Greater Impact – Wannaphong 
Durongkaveroj | Fulcrum  
Thailand set to finally embrace nuclear power – Yuthana Praiwan | Bangkok Post  
The Wartime Mining Boom Exporting Rare Earths, and Toxins – Hannah Beech, Mauricio Lima and Weiyi Cai | 
The New York Times  
Thailand drops casino legalisation plans after PM suspended | CNA  
As Thailand does U-turn on legal cannabis, businesses scramble to survive | Al Jazeera 
Thai politics back at the brink (again) – Thitinan Pongsudhirak | Bangkok Post  
Thailand appoints another acting prime minister amid political turmoil | Al Jazeera  
Paetongtarn joins new Cabinet ministers to take oath of office at Government House | The Nation  
Thai prime minister suspended over leaked phone call – Kelly Ng and Thanyarat Doksone | BBC 

 

 

Timor-Leste 

Timor-Leste and navigating the ASEAN Way – Flávio Simões | The Interpreter  
Timor-Leste Set to Become Full ASEAN Member by October 2025 – Adinda Jasmine | Tempo.co  
Timor-Leste rejects Myanmar’s opposition to its ASEAN membership | Thai PBS 
The 11th Seat: Timor-Leste’s ASEAN Debut and the Shifting Map of Regional Mobility – Kenneth Lau and 
Alfred Chong | Fragomen 
Preparing Timor Leste to embrace Artificial Intelligence | UNESCO 
 

 

 

 

Vietnam 

https://eastasiaforum.org/2025/07/12/misogynistic-politics-endures-in-the-philippines-despite-crackdown/
https://fulcrum.sg/the-missing-link-in-philippine-infrastructure-local-governments/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/japan-to-export-used-destroyers-to-philippines-to-deter-china-yomiuri-reports
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/us-aircraft-carrier-makes-philippines-port-call
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/283089/marcos-weighing-public-sentiment-on-ph-return-to-icc-palace
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore/straits-times-government-funding-lawrence-wong-180-anniversary-5233396
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore/unc3886-cyber-security-threat-actor-attack-singapore-5245791
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore/singapore-nuclear-research-facility-nus-snrsi-5231921
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/environment/new-research-institute-will-grow-spores-talent-in-nuclear-energy-safety
https://www.straitstimes.com/tech/spore-to-increase-pool-of-early-adopters-in-ai-to-complement-data-scientists-engineers
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/singapore-vietnam-agree-to-step-up-defence-ties-dialogue-among-leaders
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/govt-will-continue-to-support-families-including-growing-group-of-seniors-pm-wong-at-pcf-family-day
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