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ASEAN 

ASEAN and Geopolitics 

What ASEAN can do amid geopolitical, trade tensions – Willard Cheng | ABS-CBN 
Asia’s Third Way: How ASEAN Survives—and Thrives—Amid Great-Power Competition – Kishore Mahbubani | 
Foreign Affairs 
China, ASEAN to intensify negotiations on South China Sea code – Stanley Widianto & Ananda Teresia | 
Reuters 
Code of Conduct, at least | The Jakarta Post 
As US military ‘encircles’ China, does Asean ‘quietly welcome’ it? – Dewey Sim | SCMP 
Indonesia warns of ‘open conflict’ in Indo-Pacific – Yvette Tanamal | ANN/The Jakarta Post 
Is ASEAN Centrality on Life Support? – Zack Cooper | Fulcrum 
Asean must seize the moment for regional security and prosperity – Alex Lo | SCMP 
The critical role Asean and EU play in restoring biodiversity – Shawn Lum and Vinayagan Dharmarajah | The 
Straits Times 

ASEAN and Myanmar 
Asean and Myanmar: The next moves – Kavi Chongkittavorn | Bangkok Post 
ASEAN Urges Myanmar Junta to Implement Peace Plan | The Irrawaddy/AFP 
Indonesia Takes the Lead on Myanmar: The Clock is Ticking – Sharon Seah & Moe Thuzar | Fulcrum 
ASEAN in talks with junta, factions over solutions to Myanmar crisis – Christine Tjandraningsih & Puy Kea | 
Kyodo News 
Reflections on ASEAN’s Special Envoys’ Efforts in Myanmar – Kasit Piromya | Fulcrum 
On Myanmar, the World Needs to Save ASEAN From Itself – David Hutt | The Diplomat 
ASEAN urged to end 'security cooperation' with Myanmar junta – Riyaz ul Khaliq | AA 

 

Brunei 

Politics  
Nations need to prepare for known and unknown challenges – Azlan Othman | Borneo Bulletin 
Brunei's 2022 inflation rate surges to 3.7 per cent; only 1.7 per cent in 2021 | The Star/Borneo Bulletin 
Brunei Sultan seeks truth amid alleged corruption, favouritism at telecoms, internet service provider | The 
Star/Borneo Bulletin 
Brunei sultan calls for development of human resources | The Star/Borneo Bulletin 

 

Cambodia   

Politics 
Cambodia's Hun Sen shuts down independent media outlet Voice of Democracy | BBC 
Cambodia’s Leader Shuts Independent News Outlet Ahead of Election – Seth Mydans | The New York Times 
Cambodia placed on watchlist of ‘repressive’ states: CIVICUS | Al Jazeera 
Avoid repeating mistakes of the past: Hun Sen to foreign powers – Ry Sochan | The Phnom Penh Post 
Hun Manet: Cambodia’s rising son – Charles Dunst | East Asia Forum 
Kem Sokha: Rights groups condemn Cambodia opposition leader's 27-year sentence | BBC 
In Cambodia, a Battered Mekong Defies Doomsday Predictions – Stefan Lovgren | Yale Environment 360 

 

mailto:info@th.boell.org?subject=Political%20overview%20ASEAN
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/02/10/23/what-asean-can-do-amid-geopolitical-trade-tensions
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/southeast-asia/asias-third-way-asean-amid-great-power-competition
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/indonesia-appreciates-chinas-support-myanmar-peace-consensus-foreign-minister-2023-02-22/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/opinion/2023/02/08/code-of-conduct-at-least.html
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3209836/us-military-encircles-china-does-asean-quietly-welcome-it
https://asianews.network/indonesia-warns-of-open-conflict-in-indo-pacific/
https://fulcrum.sg/is-asean-centrality-on-life-support/
https://www.scmp.com/comment/opinion/article/3212424/asean-must-seize-moment-regional-security-and-prosperity
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/environment/the-critical-role-asean-and-eu-play-in-restoring-biodiversity
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2500601/asean-and-myanmar-the-next-moves
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/asean-urges-myanmar-junta-to-implement-peace-plan.html
https://fulcrum.sg/indonesia-takes-the-lead-on-myanmar-the-clock-is-ticking/
https://english.kyodonews.net/news/2023/02/4f44597016a5-asean-foreign-ministers-discuss-myanmar-political-crisis.html
https://fulcrum.sg/aseanfocus/af-reflections-on-aseans-special-envoys-efforts-in-myanmar/
https://thediplomat.com/2023/03/on-myanmar-the-world-needs-to-save-asean-from-itself/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/asean-urged-to-end-security-cooperation-with-myanmar-junta/2835645
https://borneobulletin.com.bn/nations-need-to-prepare-for-known-and-unknown-challenges/
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2023/02/07/brunei039s-2022-inflation-rate-surges-to-37-per-cent-only-17-per-cent-in-2021
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2023/02/17/brunei-sultan-seeks-truth-amid-alleged-corruption-favouritism-at-unn
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2023/02/23/brunei-sultan-calls-for-development-of-human-resources
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-64621595
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/02/13/world/asia/cambodia-hun-sen-media.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/2/16/cambodia-earns-place-on-watchlist-of-repressive-states-civicus
https://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/avoid-repeating-mistakes-past-hun-sen-foreign-powers
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2023/02/28/hun-manet-cambodias-rising-son/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-64832748
https://e360.yale.edu/features/mekong-river-cambodia-recovery
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Indonesia 

Politics & Elections 2024 
Political dynasties in Indonesia: Familiar last name may hold sway in upcoming elections – Kiki Siregar | CNA  
Indonesian Judicial Body to Review Controversial Election Ruling – Sebastian Strangio | The Diplomat 
With hard work, Gerindra could win 2024 election: Jokowi | The Jakarta Post 
Former Jakarta governor a potential presidential favourite | Bangkok Post/Bloomberg & Reuters 
Prabowo respects NasDem's decision to nominate Anies | The Jakarta Post 
Indonesia pre-election jostling threatens Jokowi's economic agenda – Erwida Maulia | Nikkei Asia 
Identity politics is us, Ummah Party leader says | The Jakarta Post 
Indonesia Confronts the Past, While Sidestepping the Present – Rory James | The Diplomat 
Former Indonesian police general gets death for killing subordinate – Erwida Maulia | Nikkei Asia 
Jokowi seeks support from China for Indonesia's new capital – Nana Shibata & Ismi Damayanti | Nikkei Asia 

 

Laos 

Politics 
Challenging times ahead for Laos’s new prime minister – Toshiro Nishizawa | East Asia Forum 
Tourists crowd onto Laos-China high speed railway | RFA 
Laos actively preparing for return of Chinese tourists | China Daily/Xinhua 
Inflation tops 40% in Laos, squeezing state employees | RFA 
Inflation in Laos Continues to Rise, Reaches 23-Year High – Sebastian Strangio | The Diplomat 
Laos govt taking measures to stabilise currency exchange rates and inflation in order to revive struggling 
economy | The Star/Xinhua 
Southeast Asia's largest wind power plant to be built in Laos | Xinhua 

 

Malaysia 

Politics 
Malaysia’s Anwar Unveils First Budget, Aiming to Aid Poor – Sebastian Strangio | The Diplomat 
Anwar Ibrahim’s first 100 days in office – Tricia Yeoh | Friedrich Naumann Foundation For Freedom 
Anwar Ibrahim’s first 100 days: the hits, misses and roadblocks ahead for Malaysia’s PM – Joseph Sipalan | 
SCMP 
Malaysia’s corruption perception rating stagnates in 2022 with many accused politicians still in power – Amy 
Sood | SCMP 
Malaysia’s 4-year political turmoil could have been avoided if politicians set aside differences: King – Amir 
Yusof | CNA  
The state of ethnic democracy in Malaysia – M. Mahalingam | The Hindu 
Malaysia follows Indonesia on the road from authoritarian hegemony – Dan Slater | East Asia Forum 

 

Myanmar  

Political Situation/Coup 

Myanmar Supreme Court rejects Aung San Suu Kyi’s appeal on corruption charges | RFA 
Myanmar’s junta denies ousted leaders access to legal representation | RFA 
Myanmar's iron-fisted ruler Min Aung Hlaing fights to stay on his throne – Dominic Faulder | Nikkei Asia 
It’s Time for the Leadership of Myanmar’s NUG to Step Up – Luke Hunt | The Diplomat 
How Myanmar’s Military Hangs On to Power Despite Sanctions | Bloomberg 
The civil war in Myanmar: No end in sight – Yun Sun | Brookings 
From Hope to Despair in Myanmar – Zachary Abusa | The Diplomat 
UN: Myanmar junta ‘at war with country’s own people’ | Bangkok Post/AFP 

https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/indonesia-political-dynasties-elections-joko-jokowi-widodo-susilo-bambang-yudhoyono-megawati-soekarnoputri-3251466
https://thediplomat.com/2023/03/indonesian-judicial-body-to-review-controversial-election-ruling/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/indonesia/2023/02/06/with-hard-work-gerindra-could-win-2024-election-jokowi.html
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/2519034/former-jakarta-governor-a-potential-presidential-favourite
https://www.thejakartapost.com/indonesia/2023/03/06/prabowo-respects-nasdems-decision-to-nominate-anies.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Asia-Insight/Indonesia-pre-election-jostling-threatens-Jokowi-s-economic-agenda
https://www.thejakartapost.com/indonesia/2023/02/14/identity-politics-is-us-ummah-party-leader-says.html
https://thediplomat.com/2023/02/indonesia-confronts-the-past-while-sidestepping-the-present/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Former-Indonesian-police-general-gets-death-for-killing-subordinate
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Jokowi-seeks-support-from-China-for-Indonesia-s-new-capital
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2023/02/11/challenging-times-ahead-for-laoss-new-prime-minister/
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/laos-china-crowded-railway-02242023123744.html
https://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202302/06/WS63e07363a31057c47ebad238.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/inflation-02072023132300.html
https://thediplomat.com/2023/02/inflation-in-laos-continues-to-rise-reaches-23-year-high/
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2023/02/27/laos-govt-taking-measures-to-stabilise-currency-exchange-rates-and-inflation-in-order-to-revive-struggling-economy
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2023/02/27/laos-govt-taking-measures-to-stabilise-currency-exchange-rates-and-inflation-in-order-to-revive-struggling-economy
https://english.news.cn/20230303/c1ce2147c0204ec3bd3907568840c5ff/c.html
https://thediplomat.com/2023/02/malaysias-anwar-unveils-first-budget-aiming-to-aid-poor/
https://www.freiheit.org/southeast-and-east-asia/anwar-ibrahims-first-100-days-office
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3212296/anwar-ibrahims-first-100-days-hits-misses-and-roadblocks-ahead-malaysias-pm
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3209820/malaysias-corruption-perception-rating-stagnates-2022-many-accused-politicians-still-power
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/asia/malaysia-political-turmoil-differences-king-parliament-opening-3274051
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/the-state-of-ethnic-democracy-in-malaysia/article66479158.ece
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2023/02/12/malaysia-follows-indonesia-on-the-road-from-authoritarian-hegemony/
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmar-suukyi-02152023171304.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/lawyers-02272023175330.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/The-Big-Story/Myanmar-s-iron-fisted-ruler-Min-Aung-Hlaing-fights-to-stay-on-his-throne
https://thediplomat.com/2023/02/its-time-for-the-leadership-of-myanmars-nug-to-step-up/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-02-07/how-myanmar-s-military-has-hung-on-to-power-despite-sanctions#xj4y7vzkg
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2023/02/13/the-civil-war-in-myanmar-no-end-in-sight/
https://thediplomat.com/2023/02/from-hope-to-despair-in-myanmar/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/2519900/un-myanmar-junta-at-war-with-countrys-own-people
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Myanmar Election 

Will the Myanmar Junta Hold National Elections in the Near Future? – Kawsar Mahmud | The Geopolitics 
Myanmar junta makes plans for elections | Mizzima 
Myanmar election ploy threatens to split ASEAN and West – David Hutt | Asia Times 
Four Myanmar Parties Register for Junta Election | The Irrawaddy 
13 Crony Parties Keen to Contest Myanmar Junta’s Proposed Election | The Irrawaddy 

 

Philippines 

Politics 
President Marcos says Philippines 'will not lose an inch' of territory | Reuters 
Australia, Philippines discuss joint patrols in South China Sea | Nikkei Asia/Reuters 
Philippines ratifies RCEP trade deal after shift by Marcos – Cliff Venzon | Nikkei Asia 
Philippines Marks People Power Revolt For First Time Under Marcos Jr. – Sebastian Strangio | The Diplomat 
Philippines People Power: Who survives Bongbong Marcos' rewrite of history? – Joel Guinto | BBC 
Philippine inflation hit 14-year high of 8.7% in January – Cliff Venzon | Nikkei Asia 
Lessons from Maria Ressa on how to stand up to a dictator | ABC 

 

Singapore 

Politics  

Singapore PM Lee’s Estranged Brother Weighs Presidential Run | Bloomberg 
Singapore PM’s brother says govt persecuting his family – David Rising | AP 
Prospects for Expanded Democracy in a Post-Lee Singapore – Hisasue Ryoichi | Nippon 
Vivian outlines S’pore’s 2023 foreign policy priorities amid ‘perfect storm’ of multiple crises – Ng Wei Kai | 
the Straits Times 
Singaporeans pay much less in taxes compared to citizens elsewhere: Lawrence Wong – Ang Hwee Min | 
CNA 

 

 

Thailand 

Politics and Election 2023 
Thailand’s Prayut Says Parliament Will Be Dissolved in Early March – Sebastian Strangio | The Diplomat 
Party Policies, Factional Politics, and the 2023 Election in Thailand – Punchada Sirvunnabood | The Diplomat 
Political prospects may get harder to read | Thai PBS 
Daughter of Thaksin banking on nostalgia to win Thailand election – Juarawee Kittisilpa | Reuters 
In Thailand, Shinawatra legacy endures in family-linked party as election looms – Tan Tam Mei | The Straits 
Times 
Gen Prayut, Comeback Man? – Nattaya Chetchotiros | Bangkok Post 
MFP 'ready to work with Pheu Thai' – Chakrapan Natanri | Bangkok Post 
Thai Hunger Strikers Are at Risk of Dying | The New York Times 
Hunger strikers back in hospital | Bangkok Post 

 

 

Timor-Leste 

Politics 
Gusmão, Alkatiri and Greater Sunrise: Timor-Leste calls parliamentary election – Parker Novak | The  
Interpreter 
Jokowi welcomes Timor-Leste's membership of ASEAN | The Jakarta Post 
Why is Timor-Leste Important for ASEAN? – João da Cruz Cardoso | Fulcrum 
Timor Leste Makes its ASEAN Meeting Debut – Jayanty Shofa | Jakarta Globe 
Timor-Leste’s Digital Generation: Waiting for a Signal – Heidi Arbuckle | The Asia Foundation 

https://thegeopolitics.com/will-the-myanmar-junta-hold-national-elections-in-the-near-future/
https://www.mizzima.com/article/myanmar-junta-makes-plans-elections
https://asiatimes.com/2023/02/myanmar-election-ploy-threatens-to-split-asean-and-west/
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/four-myanmar-parties-register-for-junta-election.html
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/13-crony-parties-keen-to-contest-myanmar-juntas-proposed-election.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/president-marcos-says-philippines-will-not-lose-an-inch-territory-2023-02-18/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/South-China-Sea/Australia-Philippines-discuss-joint-patrols-in-South-China-Sea
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Trade/Philippines-ratifies-RCEP-trade-deal-after-shift-by-Marcos
https://thediplomat.com/2023/02/philippines-marks-people-power-revolt-for-first-time-under-marcos-jr/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-64659005
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Inflation/Philippine-inflation-hit-14-year-high-of-8.7-in-January
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/latenightlive/maria-ressa-memoir/101938194
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-03-03/singapore-pm-s-estranged-brother-weighs-running-for-president#xj4y7vzkg
https://apnews.com/article/singapore-prime-minister-persecuting-brother-166163f28f558e0ac32f15ae3268f16f
https://www.nippon.com/en/in-depth/a08603/
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/s-pore-s-four-key-foreign-policy-priorities-for-2023
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/singapore/singaporeans-taxes-much-less-other-countries-lawrence-wong-budget-2023-3302626
https://thediplomat.com/2023/02/thailands-prayut-says-parliament-will-be-dissolved-in-early-march/
https://thediplomat.com/2023/03/party-policies-factional-politics-and-the-2023-election-in-thailand/
https://www.thaipbsworld.com/political-prospects-may-get-harder-to-read/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/daughter-thaksin-banking-nostalgia-win-thailand-election-2023-02-19/
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/in-thailand-shinawatra-legacy-endures-in-family-linked-party-as-election-looms
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2521069/gen-prayut-comeback-man-
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2520365/mfp-ready-to-work-with-pheu-thai
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/03/world/asia/thailand-hunger-strike.html
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2519850/hunger-strikers-back-in-hospital
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/gusmao-alkatiri-greater-sunrise-timor-leste-calls-parliamentary-election
https://www.thejakartapost.com/world/2023/02/13/jokowi-welcomes-timor-lestes-membership-of-asean.html
https://fulcrum.sg/aseanfocus/af-why-is-timor-leste-important-for-asean/
https://jakartaglobe.id/news/timor-leste-makes-its-asean-meeting-debut
https://asiafoundation.org/2023/02/22/timor-lestes-digital-influencers-waiting-for-wi-fi/
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Making sure disaster responses meet women’s rights in Timor-Leste – Kanami Chiba | UN Women 
Indonesia, Timor Leste to Speed Up Land Border Settlement – Jayanty Shofa | Jakarta Globe 
 

 

 

 

Vietnam 

Politics 
Vietnam parliament elects new president Vo Van Thuong | Al Jazeera 
Vietnam names new president as corruption crackdown shakes up top leadership | CNN/Reuters 
Vietnamese Skeptical of Government’s Crackdown on Scandals | VOA 
Former president’s speech vanishes from Vietnam news sites | RFA 
Vietnam's energy plan delayed for 2 years, risking blackouts – Tomoya Onishi | Nikkei Asia 
As Vietnam exports slow, survey shows consumer gloom on the rise – Lien Hoang | Nikkei Asia 
Civil societies call on European Parliament to pressure Vietnam on human rights | RFA 

 

https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/stories/feature-story/2023/02/making-sure-disaster-responses-meet-womens-rights-in-timor-leste
https://jakartaglobe.id/news/indonesia-timor-leste-to-speed-up-land-border-settlement
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/2/vietnam-parliament-elects-new-president-vo-van-thuong
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/03/02/asia/vietnam-new-president-vo-van-thuong-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/vietnamese-skeptical-of-government-s-crackdown-on-scandals-/6988043.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/former-president-speech-02072023222033.html
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Energy/Vietnam-s-energy-plan-delayed-for-2-years-risking-blackouts
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Consumer/As-Vietnam-exports-slow-survey-shows-consumer-gloom-on-the-rise
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/human-rights-03012023174706.html

