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Myanmar  

Myanmar’s Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to keep State Counselor position, NLD says (the Irrawaddy, 
East Asia Forum)  
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-daw-aung-san-suu-kyi-keep-state-counselor-position-nld-
says.html 
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2021/01/15/democracy-in-myanmar-still-under-threat/ 
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2021/01/23/is-post-election-myanmar-moving-closer-to-china/ 

The inside story of Thailand and Myanmar’s troubled Dawei mega-project (Thai PBS, Nikkei Asia, 
Bangkok Post)  
https://www.thaipbsworld.com/the-inside-story-of-thailand-and-myanmars-troubled-dawei-mega-project/ 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Myanmar-removes-Thai-builder-from-Indo-Pacific-economic-zone-project 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2053671/prayut-set-on-repairing-cancelled-dawei-contract 

 

Cambodia   

Cambodia begins mass treason trial of opposition activists (Al Jazeera, Radio Free Asia)  
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/1/14/cambodia-begins-mass-conspiracy-trial-against-ex-opposition-party 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/trial-01222021161836.html 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/trial-01142021234038.html 

36 years on, Hun Sen faces his final challenge (VOA Cambodia, New Straits Times) 
https://www.voacambodia.com/a/years-on-hun-sen-faces-his-final-challenge-/5746421.html 
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region/2021/01/658102/after-36-years-power-hun-sen-longest-serving-pm-world 

 

Brunei 

ASEAN’s future in the hands of Brunei (the Jakarta Post, Bangkok Post, the Star) 

https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/01/15/aseans-future-in-the-hands-of-brunei.html 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2053215/brunei-takes-chair-for-year-of-recovery 
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2021/01/12/brunei-proposes-10-economic-priorities-as-
asean-chair 

 

Indonesia 

President Jokowi gets Sinovac jab to officially launch Indonesia's COVID-19 vaccination 
programme (CNA, Nikkei Asia, TIME, Financial Times) 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/indonesia-jokowi-gets-first-dose-sinovac-china-vaccine-covid-19-
13943982 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/Jokowi-gets-Sinovac-shot-to-kick-off-Indonesia-mass-vaccinations 
https://time.com/5929160/indonesia-vaccine-rollout-jokowi/ 
https://www.ft.com/content/41f84b17-a79b-4736-b54f-cd436e583416 
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Indonesia's deadliest air crashes in recent years (the Jakarta Post, the New York Times, South 
China Morning Post, Deutsche Welle) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2021/01/10/indonesias-deadliest-air-crashes-in-recent-years.html 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/09/world/asia/indonesia-plane-crash.html 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/explained/article/3117304/sriwijaya-air-flight-sj-182-why-indonesia-deadliest-
place-asia 
https://www.dw.com/en/sriwijaya-air-crash-indonesia-locates-black-boxes-in-java-sea/a-56178706 

Bio Farma: Sinovac’s Indonesian partner sets sights on making Chinese vaccines for Southeast 
Asia (South China Morning Post, Antara, Tempo, the Straits Times) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3117840/bio-farma-sinovacs-indonesian-partner-sets-sights-
making-chinese 
https://en.antaranews.com/news/165220/bio-farma-allowed-to-produce-100-million-doses-of-sinovac-vaccine 
https://en.tempo.co/read/1426155/bio-farma-ready-to-distribute-4-million-covid-19-vaccine-doses 
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/china-pledges-to-make-indonesia-a-regional-vaccine-production-hub-
says-closer-ties-will 

 

Laos 

Laos Communist Party names PM Thongloun as new leader (Reuters, Nikkei Asia, Radio Free Asia, 
East Asia Forum) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-laos-politics/laos-communist-party-names-pm-thongloun-as-new-leader-
idUSKBN29K0YU 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Laos-new-leader-to-play-balancing-act-between-China-and-Vietnam 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Laos-shifts-to-China-equity-from-loans-as-party-congress-starts 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/sisoulith-01152021165022.html 
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2021/01/21/elite-family-ties-still-bind-the-lao-peoples-revolutionary-party/ 

Why is Laos building Mekong dams it doesn't need? (Deutsche Welle, the Diplomat) 
https://www.dw.com/en/why-is-laos-building-mekong-dams-it-doesnt-need/a-56231448 
https://thediplomat.com/2021/01/in-the-face-of-criticism-laos-pushes-ahead-with-four-mekong-dams/ 

 

Malaysia 

Malaysia declares emergency over Covid-19 surge, giving embattled Muhyiddin some breathing 
room (South China Morning Post, Reuters, Free Malaysia Today) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3117334/malaysian-king-declares-state-emergency-
coronavirus 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3117423/what-malaysias-new-coronavirus-lockdown-
and-state 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3117967/shades-despot-muhyiddins-halt-malaysias-democracy-
has-familiar 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/1/12/malaysia-heads-into-lockdown-with-hospitals-at-breaking-point 

Malaysian PM Muhyiddin's government has collapsed, says Umno MP after withdrawing support 
(the Straits Times, the Star, South China Morning Post) 
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/pm-muhyiddins-government-has-collapsed-says-umno-mp-after-
withdrawing-support 
https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/columnists/its-just-politics/2021/01/10/all-the-drama-over-umno-bersatu-ties 
https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/columnists/its-just-politics/2021/01/24/the-great-war-of-the-clusters 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3116841/muhyiddin-under-renewed-pressure-malaysia-key-ally-
umno 
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Malaysia's worsening Covid-19 situation exposes serious economic, political fault lines (the 
Straits Times, South China Morning Post) 
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysias-worsening-covid-19-situation-exposes-serious-economic-
political-fault-lines 
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-to-shut-economy-if-movement-control-order-fails-to-contain-
covid-19 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/opinion/article/3119197/how-political-mismanagement-has-fuelled-malaysias-
coronavirus 

 

The Philippines 

Duterte-Duterte in 2022? Why not?, Pangasinan leaders ask (Manila Bulletin, Manila Standard, 
Manila Times) 
https://mb.com.ph/2021/01/26/duterte-duterte-in-2022-why-not-pangasinan-leaders-ask/ 
https://manilastandard.net/index.php/news/national/345339/panelo-sara-rody-tandem-possible-in-2022-
elections.html 
https://www.manilatimes.net/2021/01/26/second-headline/sara-on-duterte-duterte-in-2022-continuity-is-not-based-
on-kinship/833029/ 

Duterte pushes the Philippines closer to Marcos-era martial law, ends DND-UP Accord (Nikkei 
Asia, Rappler, ABS-CBN, South China Morning Post) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Duterte-pushes-the-Philippines-closer-to-Marcos-era-martial-law 
https://www.rappler.com/nation/duterte-government-ends-department-national-defense-university-philippines-
accord-january-2021 
https://news.abs-cbn.com/spotlight/01/19/21/explainer-what-is-the-1989-up-dnd-accord-on-campus-access-of-
state-forces 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3119038/philippines-universities-deny-becoming-
breeding-ground 

Sinovac offered ‘BFF price’, not most expensive vaccine — Roque (Manila Bulletin, Reuters, South 
China Morning Post) 
https://mb.com.ph/2021/01/14/sinovac-offered-bff-price-not-most-expensive-vaccine-roque/ 
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-philippines-vaccine/philippines-duterte-defends-purchase-of-
chinese-covid-19-vaccine-idUSL4N2JO38S 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3118243/bff-prices-no-corruption-manila-defends-philippines-
deal-chinas 

 

Singapore 

Singapore COVID-19 contact-tracing data accessible to police (Reuters, South China Morning Post, 
The Straits Times) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-health-coronavirus-singapore-contact-idUKKBN2990WM 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3116541/coronavirus-tracetogether-data-used-
murder-case 
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/parliament-more-than-42m-people-using-tracetogether-token-
distribution-to-resume 

Singapore activists appeal court ruling on gay sex ban (South China Morning Post, the Straits 
Times) 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3119170/singapore-activists-appeal-court-ruling-gay-sex-
ban 
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/courts-crime/challenge-against-section-377a-chief-justice-says-govts-
compromise-on 
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Thailand 

Thailand charges opposition figure with defaming King (VOA, Khaosod English, Nikkei Asia) 
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/thailand-charges-opposition-figure-defaming-king 
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/politics/2021/01/21/thanathorn-claps-back-at-lese-majeste-accusation-court-
denies-bail-in-historic-112-case/ 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Turbulent-Thailand/Thailand-targets-Thanathorn-for-questioning-king-s-vaccine-
maker 

Lawyer questions police integrity as lese majeste cases rise to 56 (Khaosod English, Bangkok 
Post, Nikkei Asia) 
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/politics/2021/01/25/lawyer-questions-police-integrity-as-lese-majeste-cases-rise-
to-56/ 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2053471/87-years-in-jail-for-lese-majeste-sets-new-record 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Turbulent-Thailand/Thailand-arrests-minors-as-protesters-break-COVID-induced-
silence 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2049803/speed-up-lese-majeste-probe-pm 

Royalists launch political party to protect monarchy (Bangkok Post, Thai PBS) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2054151/royalists-launch-political-party-to-protect-monarchy 
https://www.thaipbsworld.com/thai-pakdee-group-to-become-a-political-party-dr-warong/ 

 

Vietnam 

Vietnam's new leadership up for grabs as Communist congress opens (Nikkei Asia, Fulcrum, 
Radio Free Asia, Al Jazeera, Reuters, South China Morning Post, the Diplomat) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Vietnam-s-new-leadership-up-for-grabs-as-Communist-congress-opens 
https://fulcrum.sg/the-cpvs-15th-plenum-the-art-of-the-possible-in-vietnamese-politics 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/names-01192021193741.html 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/1/19/chilling-crackdown-on-dissent-in-vietnam-ahead-of-key-congress 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-vietnam-politics-congress-idUSKBN29V0EM 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/explained/article/3116433/how-vietnam-will-pick-new-leaders-amid-rising-china-
us-tensions 
https://thediplomat.com/2021/01/vietnams-13th-congress-institutional-resilience-or-institutional-decay 

Asia's COVID recovery: Vietnam's breakout moment (Nikkei Asia, South China Morning Post) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/The-Big-Story/Asia-s-COVID-recovery-Vietnam-s-breakout-moment 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3118730/vietnam-beat-coronavirus-its-economy-booming-can-it-
face-china 

Three Vietnamese journalists jailed for ‘anti-state propaganda’ (Al-Jazeera, CNN, the New York 
Times) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/1/5/three-vietnamese-journalists-go-on-trial-over-reporting 
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/01/06/asia/vietnam-journalist-jailed-propaganda-intl-hnk/index.html 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/05/world/asia/vietnam-journalists-prison-sentence.html 

 

ASEAN 

Geopolitics, domestic sentiment shape region's Covid-19 vaccine race (the Straits Times) 
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/the-politics-at-play-in-regional-vaccine-rush 

China’s ‘Vaccine Diplomacy’ leaves its mark on ASEAN (the Diplomat) 
https://thediplomat.com/2021/01/chinas-vaccine-diplomacy-leaves-its-mark-on-asean/ 

https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/thailand-charges-opposition-figure-defaming-king
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/politics/2021/01/21/thanathorn-claps-back-at-lese-majeste-accusation-court-denies-bail-in-historic-112-case/
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/politics/2021/01/21/thanathorn-claps-back-at-lese-majeste-accusation-court-denies-bail-in-historic-112-case/
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/politics/2021/01/25/lawyer-questions-police-integrity-as-lese-majeste-cases-rise-to-56/
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/politics/2021/01/25/lawyer-questions-police-integrity-as-lese-majeste-cases-rise-to-56/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2053471/87-years-in-jail-for-lese-majeste-sets-new-record
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Turbulent-Thailand/Thailand-arrests-minors-as-protesters-break-COVID-induced-silence
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Turbulent-Thailand/Thailand-arrests-minors-as-protesters-break-COVID-induced-silence
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/2049803/speed-up-lese-majeste-probe-pm
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2054151/royalists-launch-political-party-to-protect-monarchy
https://www.thaipbsworld.com/thai-pakdee-group-to-become-a-political-party-dr-warong/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Vietnam-s-new-leadership-up-for-grabs-as-Communist-congress-opens
https://fulcrum.sg/the-cpvs-15th-plenum-the-art-of-the-possible-in-vietnamese-politics
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/names-01192021193741.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/1/19/chilling-crackdown-on-dissent-in-vietnam-ahead-of-key-congress
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-vietnam-politics-congress-idUSKBN29V0EM
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/explained/article/3116433/how-vietnam-will-pick-new-leaders-amid-rising-china-us-tensions
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/explained/article/3116433/how-vietnam-will-pick-new-leaders-amid-rising-china-us-tensions
https://thediplomat.com/2021/01/vietnams-13th-congress-institutional-resilience-or-institutional-decay
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/The-Big-Story/Asia-s-COVID-recovery-Vietnam-s-breakout-moment
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3118730/vietnam-beat-coronavirus-its-economy-booming-can-it-face-china
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3118730/vietnam-beat-coronavirus-its-economy-booming-can-it-face-china
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/1/5/three-vietnamese-journalists-go-on-trial-over-reporting
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/01/06/asia/vietnam-journalist-jailed-propaganda-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/05/world/asia/vietnam-journalists-prison-sentence.html
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/the-politics-at-play-in-regional-vaccine-rush
https://thediplomat.com/2021/01/chinas-vaccine-diplomacy-leaves-its-mark-on-asean/
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COVID-19 in Southeast Asia: Regional pandemic preparedness matters (Brookings, the Jakarta 
Post) 
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2021/01/14/covid-19-in-southeast-asia-regional-pandemic-
preparedness-matters 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/01/18/key-issues-in-post-pandemic-asean-economic-
recovery.html 

 

  Timor-Leste 

Tiny yet strong: Timor-Leste's exemplary Covid-19 success (Herald Malaysia) 
http://www.heraldmalaysia.com/news/tiny-yet-strong-timor-lestes-exemplary-covid-19-success/57358/1 

Australia’s security guarantee to Timor-Leste (ASPI) 
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australias-security-guarantee-to-timor-leste/ 

 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2021/01/14/covid-19-in-southeast-asia-regional-pandemic-preparedness-matters
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2021/01/14/covid-19-in-southeast-asia-regional-pandemic-preparedness-matters
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/01/18/key-issues-in-post-pandemic-asean-economic-recovery.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2021/01/18/key-issues-in-post-pandemic-asean-economic-recovery.html
http://www.heraldmalaysia.com/news/tiny-yet-strong-timor-lestes-exemplary-covid-19-success/57358/1
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/australias-security-guarantee-to-timor-leste/

