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Contact: info@th.boell.org   

 

Myanmar  

Myanmar’s high-risk election (The Diplomat, Radio Free Asia, East Asia Forum, Asia Times)  
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/myanmars-high-risk-election/ 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/strong-trust-10092020161603.html 
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/10/25/myanmar-elections-another-step-towards-democracy/ 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/10/no-good-or-safe-choices-at-myanmars-election/ 

‘I can’t just sit and watch my family starve’: Yangon’s lockdown pushes informal workers to 
breaking point (Frontier Myanmar, Reuters, The Guardian)  
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/i-cant-just-sit-and-watch-my-family-starve-yangons-lockdown-pushes-
informal-workers-to-breaking-point/ 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-myanmar-slums/eating-rats-myanmars-second-lockdown-
drives-hunger-in-city-slums-idUSKBN27818P 
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/oct/22/i-have-to-do-this-myanmar-garment-workers-
forced-into-sex-work-by-covid 

 

Cambodia   

Cambodia’s opposition staggers on in face of Hun Sen crackdown (Al Jazeera, Radio Free Asia)  
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/17/cambodias-opposition-enters-its-darkest-hour 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/threatens-10262020201536.html 

China, Cambodia clinch free trade pact in under a year (Reuters, Radio Free Asia) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-cambodia-fta-idUSKBN26X0XB 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/agreement-10122020145447.html 

 

Brunei 

HRH Prince Azim passes away at 38 (The Scoop, CNN)  

https://thescoop.co/2020/10/24/hrh-prince-abdul-azim-passes-away-at-38/ 
https://thescoop.co/2020/10/25/a-nation-mourns-as-prince-azim-is-laid-to-rest/ 
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/10/26/asia/prince-azim-brunei-dies-scli-intl/index.html 

 

Indonesia 

Indonesia street protests reignite over disputed labor law (Bloomberg, The Jakarta Post, Southeast 
Asia Globe, Reuters) 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-10-20/indonesia-street-protests-reignite-over-controversial-labor-
law 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/10/17/omnibus-law-and-erosion-of-checks-and-balances.html 
https://southeastasiaglobe.com/omnibus-bill-oligarchs-indonesia 
https://www.reuters.com/article/indonesia-economy-protests-explainer/indonesias-jobs-law-endangers-
environment-say-activists-investors-idINKBN26U0LJ 

mailto:info@th.boell.org?subject=Political%20overview%20ASEAN
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/myanmars-high-risk-election/
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/strong-trust-10092020161603.html
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/10/25/myanmar-elections-another-step-towards-democracy/
https://asiatimes.com/2020/10/no-good-or-safe-choices-at-myanmars-election/
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/i-cant-just-sit-and-watch-my-family-starve-yangons-lockdown-pushes-informal-workers-to-breaking-point/
https://www.frontiermyanmar.net/en/i-cant-just-sit-and-watch-my-family-starve-yangons-lockdown-pushes-informal-workers-to-breaking-point/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-myanmar-slums/eating-rats-myanmars-second-lockdown-drives-hunger-in-city-slums-idUSKBN27818P
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-myanmar-slums/eating-rats-myanmars-second-lockdown-drives-hunger-in-city-slums-idUSKBN27818P
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/oct/22/i-have-to-do-this-myanmar-garment-workers-forced-into-sex-work-by-covid
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/oct/22/i-have-to-do-this-myanmar-garment-workers-forced-into-sex-work-by-covid
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/17/cambodias-opposition-enters-its-darkest-hour
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/threatens-10262020201536.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-cambodia-fta-idUSKBN26X0XB
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/agreement-10122020145447.html
https://thescoop.co/2020/10/24/hrh-prince-abdul-azim-passes-away-at-38/
https://thescoop.co/2020/10/25/a-nation-mourns-as-prince-azim-is-laid-to-rest/
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/10/26/asia/prince-azim-brunei-dies-scli-intl/index.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-10-20/indonesia-street-protests-reignite-over-controversial-labor-law
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-10-20/indonesia-street-protests-reignite-over-controversial-labor-law
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/10/17/omnibus-law-and-erosion-of-checks-and-balances.html
https://southeastasiaglobe.com/omnibus-bill-oligarchs-indonesia
https://www.reuters.com/article/indonesia-economy-protests-explainer/indonesias-jobs-law-endangers-environment-say-activists-investors-idINKBN26U0LJ
https://www.reuters.com/article/indonesia-economy-protests-explainer/indonesias-jobs-law-endangers-environment-say-activists-investors-idINKBN26U0LJ


2 
 

Jobs law needed for Indonesia to advance amid pandemic, Jokowi argues (The Jakarta Post, 
Channel News Asia) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/10/25/jobs-law-needed-for-indonesia-to-advance-amid-pandemic-
jokowi-argues.html 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/10/23/jokowi-to-sign-jobs-law-as-revision-process-now-complete-
palace.html 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/indonesia-s-president-jokowi-defends-new-jobs-law-says-protests-
13240980 

Expert warns against fast-tracking of COVID vaccination? (Jakarta Globe, The Jakarta Post 
Bloomberg) 
https://jakartaglobe.id/news/expert-warns-against-fasttracking-of-covid-vaccination 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/life/2020/10/25/stages-of-covid-19-vaccine-development-where-do-we-stand.html 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-10-03/indonesia-plans-to-vaccinate-160-million-people-by-end-of-
2021 

 

Laos 

Controversial Chinese development project in Laos moves closer to government approval (Radio 
Free Asia) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/project-10202020172021.html 

Thai protests inspire Laos criticism (Financial Times, The Diplomat) 
https://www.ft.com/content/518ca436-9dde-478a-be76-b7132a2ba45e 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/thai-protests-inspire-online-calls-for-change-next-door-in-laos/ 

 

Malaysia 

Malaysia's king rejects PM's proposal to declare emergency, faces calls to resign (Associated 
Press, Channel News Asia) 
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-malaysia-07363fc4869da43ec1daa44a36f66e01 
https://apnews.com/article/international-news-virus-outbreak-malaysia-b6114c0a2be3ab01c77358bf4ed724df 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/malaysia-muhyiddin-budget-2021-state-of-emergency-13375582 

Anwar’s latest bid for power in Malaysia fails to convince King (Bloomberg, Al Jazeera, Financial 
Times) 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-10-12/malaysia-s-anwar-set-to-meet-king-in-bid-to-form-new-
government 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/13/malaysias-anwar-ibrahim-to-meet-king-in-challenge-for-leadership 
https://www.ft.com/content/3b85db99-cdde-4517-8bcf-f537c78f4402 

 

The Philippines 

'I'm the one': Philippines president takes responsibility for drug killings (The Guardian, Associated 
Press) 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/20/im-the-one-philippines-president-takes-responsibility-for-drug-
killings 
https://apnews.com/article/asia-pacific-philippines-rodrigo-duterte-manila-crime-
4b47dbd244d4e67e231e0fbfeb5db383 

Philippines declares moratorium on new coal power plants (Climate Change News, Rapplers, 
Manila Bulletin) 
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https://www.climatechangenews.com/2020/10/28/philippines-declares-moratorium-new-coal-power-plants/ 
https://www.rappler.com/business/moratorium-endorsement-new-coal-power-plants-philippine-energy-policy-2020 
https://mb.com.ph/2020/10/27/doe-enforces-moratorium-on-new-coal-power-developments/ 

 

Singapore 

Singapore PM suing blogger for defamation says legal action key to protecting government’s 
clean reputation (South China Morning Post, The Independent, The Straits Times, Channel News Asia) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3104401/singapore-pm-suing-blogger-defamation-says-lawsuits-
key 
https://theindependent.sg/pm-lee-says-suing-leong-sze-hian-is-not-picking-on-him/ 
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/politics/pm-lees-libel-suit-adjourned-after-leong-sze-hian-decides-not-to-
take-the-witness 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/pm-lee-leong-sze-hian-witness-stand-defamation-lim-tean-no-
case-13219880 

COVID-19: One-off S$3,000 grant for parents of children born in the next 2 years (Channel News 
Asia, BBC, The Straits Times) 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/baby-support-grant-parenthood-population-indranee-
13240666 
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-54429706 
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/3000-baby-grant-we-need-help-too-other-parents-say 

 

Thailand 

Thai protests build as pandemic fuels unrest across Southeast Asia (Nikkei Asia, Bangkok Post) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/The-Big-Story/Thai-protests-build-as-pandemic-fuels-unrest-across-Southeast-
Asia 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Turbulent-Thailand/Thai-police-resort-to-tear-gas-arrest-warrants-against-
protesters 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2008575/protesters-march-to-german-embassy 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/2008435/parliament-meets-in-crisis-session-as-protest-moves-to-
german-embassy 

Thailand to allow ‘low risk’ tourist flights (Asia Times, South China Morning Post, The Diplomat, 
Associated Press) 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/10/thailand-to-allow-low-risk-tourist-flights/ 
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/society/article/3106953/coronavirus-second-group-chinese-tourists-set-fly-
thailand 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/a-trickle-of-chinese-tourists-return-to-thailand-with-hopes-of-more-to-come/ 
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-travel-shanghai-bangkok-china-218836bf9525904479e6076b260304d5 

 

Vietnam 

Vietnam floods and landslides displace 90,000 people, Typhoon Molave blasts Central Vietnam 
(The Guardian, Vietnam Express, VOA, The New York Times) 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/oct/19/vietnam-floods-and-landslides-displace-90000-people-as-new-
cyclone-nears 
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/vietnam-flooding-deaths-soar-to-111-loss-termed-worst-in-five-years-
4180110.html 
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/typhoon-molave-blasts-central-vietnam 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/23/world/asia/vietnam-floods.html 
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Pham Doan Trang: Vietnam arrests leading pro-democracy blogger (BBC, The Diplomat, The New 
York Times, Washington Post) 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-54452851 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/scorched-earth-vietnam-arrests-leading-dissident-activist-and-blogger/ 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/14/world/asia/vietnam-pham-doan-trang-arrest.html 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/a-dissident-jailed-in-vietnam-shares-her-message-dont-free-me-free-
my-country/2020/10/08/b68fa878-098e-11eb-859b-f9c27abe638d_story.html 

 

ASEAN 

ASEAN is failing on the South China Sea issue (The Diplomat, The Jakarta Post, South China 
Morning Post) 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/asean-is-failing-on-the-south-china-sea-issue/ 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/seasia/2020/10/13/china-asean-should-prevent-external-disruption-in-south-
china-sea-wang-yi.html 
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3105928/south-china-sea-beijing-will-need-more-charm-win-
over-asean 

Myanmar’s Rohingya crisis exposes ASEAN weaknesses: Report (Al Jazeera, The Diplomat, 
Bangkok Post) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/20/myanmars-rohingya-crisis-exposes-asean-weaknesses-report 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/what-should-asean-do-about-the-rohingya-crisis/ 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2006891/asean-must-help-rohingya 

Amid US criticisms, China offers Mekong nations access to crucial river data (The Diplomat, 
Vietnam Plus, The Interpreter) 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/amid-us-criticisms-china-offers-mekong-nations-access-to-crucial-river-data/ 
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/china-mekong-river-commission-sign-hydrological-data-provision-
agreement/189062.vnp 
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/duelling-diplomacy-over-southeast-asia-s-most-important-river 

 

  Timor-Leste 

Timor-Leste’s costly oil and gas ambitions grind to a halt (The Diplomat, Asia Times) 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/timor-lestes-costly-oil-and-gas-ambitions-grind-to-a-halt/ 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/10/sun-is-setting-on-timor-lestes-pipe-dream/ 

Timor Leste kicks off process to join WTO (The Jakarta Post) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/10/03/timor-leste-kicks-off-process-to-join-wto-.html 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-54452851
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/scorched-earth-vietnam-arrests-leading-dissident-activist-and-blogger/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/14/world/asia/vietnam-pham-doan-trang-arrest.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/a-dissident-jailed-in-vietnam-shares-her-message-dont-free-me-free-my-country/2020/10/08/b68fa878-098e-11eb-859b-f9c27abe638d_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/a-dissident-jailed-in-vietnam-shares-her-message-dont-free-me-free-my-country/2020/10/08/b68fa878-098e-11eb-859b-f9c27abe638d_story.html
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/asean-is-failing-on-the-south-china-sea-issue/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/seasia/2020/10/13/china-asean-should-prevent-external-disruption-in-south-china-sea-wang-yi.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/seasia/2020/10/13/china-asean-should-prevent-external-disruption-in-south-china-sea-wang-yi.html
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3105928/south-china-sea-beijing-will-need-more-charm-win-over-asean
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3105928/south-china-sea-beijing-will-need-more-charm-win-over-asean
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/20/myanmars-rohingya-crisis-exposes-asean-weaknesses-report
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/what-should-asean-do-about-the-rohingya-crisis/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/2006891/asean-must-help-rohingya
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/amid-us-criticisms-china-offers-mekong-nations-access-to-crucial-river-data/
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/china-mekong-river-commission-sign-hydrological-data-provision-agreement/189062.vnp
https://en.vietnamplus.vn/china-mekong-river-commission-sign-hydrological-data-provision-agreement/189062.vnp
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/duelling-diplomacy-over-southeast-asia-s-most-important-river
https://thediplomat.com/2020/10/timor-lestes-costly-oil-and-gas-ambitions-grind-to-a-halt/
https://asiatimes.com/2020/10/sun-is-setting-on-timor-lestes-pipe-dream/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/10/03/timor-leste-kicks-off-process-to-join-wto-.html

