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Myanmar  

Covid, conflicts, Rohingya: is Suu Kyi really a sure bet in Myanmar election? (South China 
Morning Post, Associated Press, The Diplomat)  
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3102770/covid-conflicts-rohingya-suu-kyi-really-sure-bet-
myanmar 
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-travel-international-news-health-asia-pacific-
c588346a1360afc760ccc4ef6d8840a5 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/09/covid-19-spirals-ahead-of-myanmar-election/ 

Myanmar’s virus restrictions keep journalists at home (The New York Times, Asia Times, Nikkei 
Asian Review)  
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/28/world/myanmars-virus-restrictions-keep-journalists-at-home.html 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/09/covid-second-wave-explodes-across-myanmar/ 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/Myanmar-orders-Yangon-stay-at-home-from-Monday 

 

Cambodia   

Can Cambodia fill the gap left by EU sanctions with China FTA? (Nikkei Asian Review, Policy 
Forum)  
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Comment/Can-Cambodia-fill-the-gap-left-by-EU-sanctions-with-China-FTA 
https://www.policyforum.net/cambodias-free-trade-agreement-with-china/ 

Cambodian opposition activists sentenced for treason (Southeast Asia Globe, The Diplomat, Nikkei 
Asian Review, Radio Free Asia) 
https://southeastasiaglobe.com/cambodian-opposition-activists-sentenced-for-treason 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/09/with-new-arrest-cambodias-permanent-crackdown-intensifies 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Asia-Insight/Hun-Sen-cracks-down-on-Cambodia-s-slow-boiling-pot-of-dissent 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/arrest-09112020144752.html 

 

Brunei 

Civic engagement essential to promote SDGs in Brunei (The Jakarta Post)  

https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/09/18/civic-engagement-essential-to-promote-sdgs-in-brunei.html 

 

Indonesia 

Dream state: Jokowi struggles to build his vision for Indonesia (Financial Times) 
https://www.ft.com/content/322c7f9b-310a-4c4f-ae6e-598328f59028  

Prabowo's silence hints at Indonesia presidential run in 2024 (Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Prabowo-s-silence-hints-at-Indonesia-presidential-run-in-2024  
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Coronavirus Indonesia: can Jakarta get its raging Covid-19 outbreak under control? (South China 
Morning Post, The Jakarta Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3102437/coronavirus-indonesia-can-jakarta-get-its-
raging-covid 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/29/almost-half-of-jakartas-covid-19-patients-asymptomatic-health-
agency.html 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/09/15/in-virus-stricken-indonesia-many-cant-afford-to-self-quarantine-
at-home.html? 

Death threats, intimidation not a deterrence to scientist's mission to save Indonesia forests 
(CNA) 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/scientist-protect-forests-indonesia-threats-harassment-13010142 

 

Laos 

Laos stumbles under rising Chinese debt burden (The Diplomat, South China Morning Post, Asia 
Times, Financial Times, Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/09/laos-stumbles-under-rising-chinese-debt-burden/ 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3100383/chinese-firm-take-majority-control-laos-electric-
grid-amid 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/09/laos-the-latest-china-debt-trap-victim 
https://www.ft.com/content/dc3f5981-4fd9-4e3a-9824-5b9ddf70735e 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Laos-credit-downgrade-signals-real-default-risk-as-China-looms 

Rights groups call for release of Lao blogger ‘Mouay’ on anniversary of arrest (Radio Free Asia) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/blogger-09142020190813.html 

 

Malaysia 

Malaysia awaits palace statement amid govt turmoil (Bangkok Post, Associated Press, Nikkei Asian 
Review) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1992947/malaysia-awaits-palace-statement-amid-govt-turmoil 
https://apnews.com/article/malaysia-archive-anwar-ibrahim-a4ec9803eb6dfe377fd85826ef079249 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Malaysia-s-Mr.-Yesterday-the-wrong-man-for-tomorrow 

Malaysia’s ruling coalition wins Sabah in boost for PM Muhyiddin (Al Jazeera, The Diplomat, The 
Straits Times) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/9/26/malaysias-ruling-coalition-wins-first-electoral-test 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/09/state-poll-win-boosts-malaysian-pm-muhyiddin/ 
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/muhyiddins-pick-hajiji-mohd-noor-sworn-in-as-sabah-chief-minister 

Malaysia, Indonesia palm oil farms using children, trafficked workers: investigation (South China 
Morning Post, The Guardian) 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3102992/worker-abuses-malaysia-indonesia-palm-oil-
farms-linked-top 
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/sep/16/malaysian-prisoners-may-face-forced-labour-on-
palm-oil-plantations 

 

The Philippines 

Duterte slams Facebook after military-linked accounts purged (Nikkei Asian Review, CNN 
Philippines, The New York Times, South China Morning Post) 
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https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Companies/Duterte-slams-Facebook-after-military-linked-accounts-purged 
https://cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/9/29/Duterte-hits-Facebook-You-cannot-lay-down-policy-gov-t.html 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/29/business/rodrigo-duterte-facebook-philippines.html 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3103426/duterte-warns-facebook-against-blocking-
philippine 

Manila’s new white sand coast is a threat to marine life, groups say (Mongabay, South China 
Morning Post, Inquirer, Manila Bulletin) 
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/09/manilas-new-white-sand-coast-is-a-threat-to-marine-life-groups-say/ 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3103050/philippines-tide-criticism-greets-manilas-
new-fake 
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1337649/look-manila-bay-white-sand-beach-draws-crowd-on-sunday 
https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/28/fisherfolk-group-presses-suspension-of-manila-bay-white-sand-project/ 

 

Singapore 

Indonesian worker Parti Liyani takes legal action against Singapore prosecutors who handled 
theft trial (South China Morning Post, BBC, CAN, The New Paper, HOME) 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3102794/former-domestic-worker-parti-liyani-takes-legal-
action 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-54174598 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/timeline-changi-airport-group-cag-chairman-maid-parti-liyani-
13089208 
https://www.tnp.sg/news/singapore/trial-ex-maid-parti-liyani-was-very-very-difficult-lawyer 
https://www.home.org.sg/our-updates/2020/9/7/parti-liyani-an-indonesian-domestic-workers-fight-to-clear-her-
name-1 

A three-pronged plan to secure Singapore’s role in SE Asia (Financial Times, East Asia Forum) 
https://www.ft.com/content/92ce5bb1-2168-4da3-b4de-0e0821a4fb02 
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/09/25/singapores-road-to-recovery/ 

Police report filed against New Naratif for publishing paid advertisements during GE2020 (CNA, 
Mothership, The Independent) 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/elections-police-report-new-naratif-advertisement-ge2020-
13123242 
https://mothership.sg/2020/09/new-naratif-condemns-police-report/ 
https://theindependent.sg/new-naratif-founder-pj-thum-shares-experience-of-disquieting-police-interrogation/ 

 

Thailand 

Protesters' new democracy plaque removed overnight (Reuters, South China Morning Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/1989039/protesters-new-democracy-plaque-removed-overnight 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/9/21/plaque-installed-by-thai-protesters-near-palace-removed 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/thai-protesters-reinstall-plaque-symbolizing-
democracy/2020/09/19/b297d5e2-fae3-11ea-85f7-5941188a98cd_story.html 

Police mull charges against protest leaders (Bangkok Post, Thai PBS, The New York Times, The 
Guardian) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/1988655/police-mull-charges-against-protest-leaders 
https://www.thaipbsworld.com/five-protest-leaders-to-be-indicted-on-charges-related-to-july-20th-rally-at-army-hq/ 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/19/world/asia/thailand-protests.html 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/19/thousands-gather-in-thailand-for-anti-government-protest-
bangkok 

Thailand prosecutes Facebook, Google and Twitter over posts (BBC, Reuters) 
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https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-54296465 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-thailand-internet/thailand-takes-first-legal-action-against-facebook-twitter-over-
content-idUSKCN26F0R7 

At Thai protests, LGBT activists strengthen calls for gender and marriage equality (South China 
Morning Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3102312/thai-protests-lgbt-activists-strengthen-calls-gender-and 

 

Vietnam 

Three-Horse race for Vietnam’s next communist party chief (The Diplomat, Asia Times, ISEAS) 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/09/three-horse-race-for-vietnams-next-communist-party-chief/ 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/09/ailing-trongs-power-felt-not-seen-in-vietnam/ 
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/media/commentaries/general-secretary-trongs-political-future-stayin-alive/ 

How did Vietnam bring the spread of coronavirus to a halt — again? (ABC, Vietnam Insider, Nikkei 
Asian Review) 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-09-23/how-did-vietnam-get-on-top-of-coronavirus-yet-again/12683008 
https://vietnaminsider.vn/how-has-vietnam-contained-the-second-wave-of-covid-19/ 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Trade/Vietnam-revamps-as-world-s-mask-factory-to-offset-COVID-hit 

Two get death as Dong Tam violent land dispute trial ends in Vietnam (Radio Free Asia, BBC, The 
Diplomat, South China Morning Post) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/trial-09142020170954.html 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-54090407 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/09/vietnam-land-dispute-trial-terminates-in-guilty-verdicts/ 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3101507/vietnam-sentences-brothers-death-after-three-
policemen 

 

ASEAN 

ASEAN foreign ministers pledge to boost cooperation in Covid-19 response (The Star) 
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/09/11/asean-foreign-ministers-pledge-to-boost-
cooperation-in-covid-19-response 

ASEAN is falling short in duty to protect citizens’ human rights (South China Morning Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/comment/opinion/article/3103343/asean-falling-short-duty-protect-citizens-human-rights 

ASEAN needs to act on Mekong river (Bangkok Post, Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1994067/asean-needs-to-act-on-mekong-river 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/US-and-China-vie-to-corral-ASEAN-with-Mekong-and-
COVID-support 

Strengthening ASEAN-EU partnership a necessity (The Jakarta Post) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/09/18/asean-eu-strengthening-our-partnership-is-a-necessity.html 

 

  Timor-Leste 

Timor-Leste’s precarious route to development (East Asia Forum) 
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/09/19/timor-lestes-precarious-route-to-development/ 
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