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Myanmar  

Can Myanmar ensure free and fair general elections? (Deutsche Welle, Nikkei Asian Review)  
https://www.dw.com/en/can-myanmar-ensure-free-and-fair-general-elections/a-54705113 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Suu-Kyi-poised-to-run-second-campaign-amid-rise-of-splinter-parties 

Myanmar's Rohingya excluded from November elections (Nikkei Asian Review, Al Jazeera, Radio 
Free Asia)  
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Myanmar-s-Rohingya-excluded-from-November-elections 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/08/rohingya-politicians-excluded-myanmar-upcoming-election-
200825100603397.html 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/abdul-rasheed-08142020192313.html 

 

Cambodia   

Law to ban 'inappropriate' dress in Cambodia seen threatening women's freedoms (The Straits 
Times)  
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/law-to-ban-inappropriate-dress-in-cambodia-seen-threatening-womens-
freedoms 

Cambodia loses EU trade privileges as it rushes FTA with China (Nikkei Asian Review, Radio Free 
Asia) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Trade/Cambodia-loses-EU-trade-privileges-as-it-rushes-FTA-with-China 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/withdrawal-08052020175923.html 

Cambodia's shift to coal power riles global brands (Nikkei Asian Review)  
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Energy/Cambodia-s-shift-to-coal-power-riles-global-brands 

 

Brunei 

Brunei, ASEAN and the South China Sea (The Interpreter)  

https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/brunei-asean-and-south-china-sea 

 

Indonesia 

Endless first wave: how Indonesia failed to control coronavirus (Reuters. The Jakarta Post,) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-indonesia-insight/endless-first-wave-how-indonesia-failed-
to-control-coronavirus-idUSKCN25G02J 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/08/24/indonesias-handling-of-covid-19-pandemic-unsuccessful-
epidemiologist.html 

Indonesia bill weakening environmental safeguards to pass in October (Mongabay, South China 
Morning Post) 
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/08/indonesia-omnibus-deregulation-bill-pass-october 
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https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/explained/article/3098094/indonesia-says-omnibus-law-will-create-jobs-attract-
foreign 

A Land Without Farmers: Indonesia's agricultural conundrum (The Jakarta Post,) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/longform/2020/08/13/a-land-without-farmers-indonesias-agricultural-
conundrum.html 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/08/08/agriculture-resilient-to-pandemics-impact.html 

 

Laos 

Lao villagers displaced by dam are left without farms, money for new land (Radio Free Asia, 
Bangkok Post) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/displaced-08182020144049.html 

Lao democracy activist still missing after a year, as Thai police investigation ‘stalls’ (Radio Free 
Asia, Bangkok Post) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/missing-08252020101554.html 

 

Malaysia 

Malaysia ruling pact defeats Mahathir’s new party in by-election (Bloomberg, Channel News Asia, 
Nikkei Asian Review, South China Morning Post) 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-08-29/malaysia-ruling-pact-defeats-mahathir-s-new-party-in-by-
election 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/barisan-nasional-wins-slim-by-election-landslide-13065640 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Malaysia-in-transition/Malaysia-s-Mahathir-forms-new-party-to-take-on-Muhyiddin 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3096468/mahathir-launches-new-party-malaysias-power-
struggle-intensifies 

1MDB scandal: Malaysia and Goldman finalise US$3.9 billion settlement (Bangkok Post, 
Bloomberg, South China Morning Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1971019/goldman-malaysia-sign-off-on-3-9bn-1mdb-settlement 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-08-28/goldman-pays-malaysia-2-5-billion-settlement-to-fund-
bond-gap 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3097907/1mdb-scandal-malaysia-and-goldman-finalise-
us39-billion 

Malaysian police raid Al Jazeera's office, seize computers (Al Jazeera, Time, South China Morning 
Post) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/08/malaysian-police-raid-al-jazeera-office-seize-computers-
200804093848514.html 
https://time.com/5875816/malaysia-police-raid-al-jazeera/ 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3096050/malaysia-police-raid-al-jazeera-office-seize-
computers 

 

The Philippines 

Human rights leader killed in Philippine 'war against dissent' (Al Jazeera, Rappler, Los Angeles 
Times) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/08/human-rights-leader-killed-philippine-war-dissent-
200818052014188.html 
https://rappler.com/nation/activist-zara-alvarez-shot-dead-august-17-2020 
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https://rappler.com/nation/zara-alvarez-petition-writ-amparo-habeas-data-court 
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-08-27/philippines-zara-alvarez-human-rights 

Philippines now has worst COVID-19 outbreak in Southeast Asia (The Japan Times, ABC, The 
ASEAN Post, Al Jazeera, South China Morning Post) 
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/08/07/asia-pacific/philippines-coronavirus-southeast-asia/ 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-08-18/how-did-the-philippines-overtake-indonesia-as-covid-19-
epicentre/12562712 
https://theaseanpost.com/article/corruption-amid-pandemic 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/08/philippines-faces-worst-covid-19-crisis-southeast-asia-
200819143501671.html 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3097707/philippines-failing-contain-coronavirus-
despite 

Duterte distances himself from revolutionary gov't push (CNN Philippines, South China Morning 
Post, Rappler) 
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/8/25/Duterte-revolutionary-government.html 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3098826/duterte-rejects-revolutionary-government-philippines-
health 
https://rappler.com/nation/duterte-disowns-calls-revolutionary-government-blasts-robredo-criticizing-administration 

 

Singapore 

Speaker, MPs sworn in as Parliament reopens; Tan Chuan-Jin warns against 'polarisation and 
division' (Channel News Asia, South China Morning Post) 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/parliament-reopens-tan-chuan-jin-speaker-mps-sworn-in-
13047848 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3098659/singapore-parliament-opens-largest-opposition-
presence-decades 

Jolovan Wham starts sentence for organising 2016 event without police permit (The Independent, 
Human Rights Watch, Coconuts Singapore) 
http://theindependent.sg/jolovan-wham-starts-sentence-for-organising-2016-event-without-police-permit/ 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/26/singapore-quash-prominent-activists-conviction 
https://coconuts.co/singapore/news/activist-jolovan-wham-heading-to-jail-for-2016-event-with-hks-joshua-wong/ 

Singapore’s migrants still captive to COVID-19 (Asia Times, The Nation, Bangkok Post) 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/08/singapores-migrants-still-captive-to-covid-19 
https://www.thenation.com/article/world/singapore-coronavirus-migrant-workers/ 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1963223/extreme-distress-of-singapore-migrant-workers-in-spotlight 

 

Thailand 

Thai PM warns nation could be 'engulfed in flames' if division persists (Reuters, South China 
Morning Post) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-thailand-protests-idUSKBN25M0YQ 
https://www.scmp.com/video/asia/3099082/thailand-prime-minister-warns-national-collapse-if-protests-keep-
rattling 

Cabinet approves extension of emergency for another month (Bangkok Post, Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1974363/cabinet-approves-extension-of-emergency-for-another-
month 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Turbulent-Thailand/Thailand-to-extend-virus-emergency-decree-as-protests-swell 
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Thailand shelves Chinese submarine deal after public backlash (Nikkei Asian Review, Bangkok 
Post, Reuters) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Turbulent-Thailand/Thailand-shelves-Chinese-submarine-deal-after-public-
backlash 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1977551/prayut-defers-submarine-payments 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-thailand-china-defence/thailand-delays-china-submarines-buy-amid-public-
outrage-idUSKBN25R1JN 

 

Vietnam 

Vietnam tries new local lockdowns to stop COVID but not economy (Nikkei Asian Review, BBC, 
South China Morning Post) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/Vietnam-tries-new-local-lockdowns-to-stop-COVID-but-not-economy 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-53690711 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/people/article/3097525/coronavirus-vietnams-da-nang-locals-send-cash-food-
lockdown-hits 

COVID-19 brings three-decade economic boom to a sudden halt in Vietnam (The Japan 
Times/Bloomberg, VOA) 
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/08/26/business/economy-business/coronavirus-economic-boom-vietnam/ 
https://www.voanews.com/economy-business/perestroika-and-pandemic-privatization-slows-communist-vietnam 

Evolution of the communist party of Vietnam’s control over the military (The Diplomat, Asia Times) 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/08/evolution-of-the-communist-party-of-vietnams-control-over-the-military/ 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/08/vietnams-ruling-party-should-step-up-fight-against-graft/ 

 

ASEAN 

A wish for ASEAN (The Jakarta Post, Inquirer) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/08/08/a-wish-for-asean.html 
https://globalnation.inquirer.net/190022/more-than-50-years-of-remarkable-transition-of-asean 

ASEAN 'crisis like no other' shifts focus from COVID to economy (Nikkei Asian Review, Bangkok 
Post) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/ASEAN-crisis-like-no-other-shifts-focus-from-COVID-to-economy 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1961579/aseans-virus-dilemma 

Plastic pollution plagues Southeast Asia amid COVID-19 lockdowns (South China Morning Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3096554/plastic-pollution-plagues-southeast-asia-
amid-covid-19 

Will ASEAN end up going greener after COVID-19? (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1972639/will-asean-end-up-going-greener-after-covid-19- 

 

  Timor-Leste 

Timor-Leste’s draft defamation law will make it harder to curb corruption (The Diplomat) 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/08/timor-lestes-draft-defamation-law-will-make-it-harder-to-curb-corruption/ 
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