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ASEAN Region – Press Review July 2020  

Contact: info@th.boell.org   

 

Myanmar  

Myanmar jade mine landslide kills 160 (BBC, Al Jazeera, Channel News Asia, The Diplomat)  
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-53260834 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/07/myanmar-jade-disaster-bodies-landslide-site-200703105849064.html 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/world/-sacrificed-on-the-altar---myanmar-jade-mine-disaster-fed-by-
covid-era-desperation-12921904 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/a-deadly-gamble-myanmars-jade-industry/ 

Myanmar must end its internet shutdown (The Diplomat, Radio Free Asia, Myanmar Times)  
https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/myanmar-must-end-its-internet-shutdown/ 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/internet-ban-07272020185418.html 
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/myanmar-govt-defends-internet-blackout-accuses-aa-terrorism.html 

Myanmar sets November 8 date for general election (Al Jazeera, The Diplomat, Nikkei Asian 
Review)  
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/07/myanmar-sets-november-8-date-general-election-
200702033020917.html 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/myanmar-leader-aung-san-suu-kyi-will-run-again-in-november-election/ 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Myanmar-pro-democracy-forces-form-new-parties-as-elections-loom 

 

Cambodia   

Cambodia’s dynastic succession coming into view (Asia Times, The Diplomat)  
https://asiatimes.com/2020/07/cambodias-dynastic-succession-coming-into-view/ 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/hun-manet-still-a-long-way-from-cambodias-top-job/ 

Experts warn Cambodia’s trade deal with China is poor substitute for EU scheme (Radio Free 
Asia, VOA Cambodia)  
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/substitute-07232020153513.html 
https://www.voacambodia.com/a/cambodia-to-sign-fta-with-china-to-boost-agro-exports-potentially-offset-eba-
losses/5497441.html 
https://www.voacambodia.com/a/china-cambodia-conclude-mutually-beneficial-free-trade-
agreement/5511289.html 

Fishermen without fish as Cambodia's river reversal runs late (Reuters, Radio Free Asia)  
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mekong-river-cambodia-idUSKCN24M1T3 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/lake-07272020174242.html 

 

Brunei 

Brunei to introduce mandatory carbon reporting in 2021 (The Scoop)  

https://thescoop.co/2020/07/25/brunei-to-introduce-mandatory-carbon-reporting-in-2021/ 

No plans to reopen Brunei borders in August (The Scoop)  

https://thescoop.co/2020/07/18/no-plans-to-reopen-brunei-borders-in-august/ 
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Indonesia 

Confirmed coronavirus cases surpass 100,000 in Indonesia (Associated Press, South China Morning 
Post, The Jakarta Post, The Guardian) 
https://apnews.com/9bcc97d4276e9e1886e5e0e6e119bfb4 
https://www.scmp.com/video/coronavirus/3094994/indonesia-confirms-100000-coronavirus-cases-becomes-
southeast-asias-worst 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/27/indonesias-covid-19-cases-top-100000-as-jakarta-logs-new-
daily-record.html 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jul/12/indonesia-is-failing-to-control-coronavirus-outbreak-warn-experts-
testing-government-messages-bogus-cures 

Govt expects deliberations on job creation omnibus bill to finish in August (The Jakarta Post) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/15/govt-expects-deliberations-on-job-creation-omnibus-bill-to-
finish-in-august.html 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/26/jobs-bill-puts-spotlight-on-graft-in-natural-resources-sector-in-
indonesia.html 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/16/thousands-stage-rally-against-controversial-bills-currently-
under-deliberation.html 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/17/omnibus-bill-could-hurt-labor-environmental-protections-world-
bank.html 

Jokowi's son seeks mayor post in sign of nascent dynasty (Nikkei Asian Review, The Jakarta Post, 
Jakarta Globe) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Jokowi-s-son-seeks-mayor-post-in-sign-of-nascent-dynasty 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/paper/2020/07/17/jokowis-son-secures-partys-nod-for-surakarta-mayoral-
race.html 
https://jakartaglobe.id/news/jokowis-son-may-go-unchallenged-in-solo-mayors-race 

 

Laos 

Laos and its dams: Southeast Asia’s battery, built by China (Radio Free Asia, Bangkok Post) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/special/china-build-laos-dams 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1959095/the-unseen-human-cost-of-cheap-power 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/xe-pian-xe-namnoi-two-year-07222020211103.html 

 

Malaysia 

Najib Razak, Malaysia's former prime minister, found guilty in graft trial (The New York Times, Asia 
Times, BBC) 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/28/world/asia/malaysia-1mdb-najib.html 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/07/malaysias-najib-goes-down-for-1mdb-scandal/ 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-53563065 

Malaysia election just around the corner, potential PM candidate says (South China Morning Post, 
Bloomberg, The Sydney Morning Herald) 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3093156/malaysia-election-just-around-corner-potential-
pm 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-07-14/a-new-opposition-leader-in-malaysia-is-ready-for-an-
election 
https://www.smh.com.au/world/asia/najib-s-conviction-could-trigger-a-snap-election-in-malaysia-s-unstable-
politics-20200728-p55g9j.html 
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Outcry as Malaysian minister calls to arrest and ‘educate’ transgender people (South China 
Morning Post, Malay Mail ) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3093482/outcry-malaysian-minister-calls-arrest-and-educate-
transgender 
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/07/15/human-rights-ngo-calls-on-minister-to-revoke-order-for-
authorities-to-go-af/1884834 
https://www.malaymail.com/news/what-you-think/2020/07/13/transgender-persons-deserve-equal-protection-
malaysian-bar/1884153 

 

The Philippines 

Duterte's anti-terror law a dark new chapter for Philippines, experts warn (The Guardian, Inquirer, 
Deutsche Welle, The Diplomat) 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jul/09/dutertes-anti-terror-law-a-dark-new-chapter-for-philippines-
experts-warn 
https://usa.inquirer.net/56502/anti-terror-act-is-itself-an-act-of-terror 
https://www.dw.com/en/philippine-president-duterte-signs-controversial-anti-terror-law/a-54042578 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/how-dutertes-anti-terror-law-unleashed-public-outrage-against-his-leadership/ 

A Duterte second term comes into view (Asia Times, Inquirer, Al Jazeera, Deutsche Welle) 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/07/a-duterte-second-term-comes-into-view/ 
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1311679/house-defers-cha-cha-to-2021 
https://opinion.inquirer.net/132153/charter-change-the-multiheaded-monster 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/07/handicapped-coronavirus-pandemic-duterte-presses-agenda-
200726174207963.html 
https://www.dw.com/en/dutertes-four-years-in-power-extrajudicial-killings-rights-abuses-and-terror/a-54082293 

House committee rejects franchise for ABS-CBN (Rappler, ABS-CBN, Reuters, South China Morning 
Post) 
https://rappler.com/nation/house-committee-rejects-franchise-abs-cbn 
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/07/10/20/house-committee-denies-abs-cbn-a-new-franchise 
https://www.reuters.com/article/philippines-media/philippines-lower-house-committee-rejects-abs-cbns-franchise-
renewal-idUSP9N2DB01A 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3093177/what-next-philippines-abs-cbn-network-fell-afoul-duterte 

Bongbong Marcos asked Cambridge Analytica to ‘rebrand’ family image (Rappler, Inquirer, 
Philstar) 
https://rappler.com/nation/bongbong-marcos-cambridge-analytica-rebrand-family-image 
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1307669/bongbong-camp-denies-move-to-rebrand-marcos-family-image 

 

Singapore 

Opposition victories force a crack in Singapore’s carefully managed democracy (Foreign Policy, 
South China Morning Post, The New York Times) 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/07/14/singapore-election-opposition-victories-democracy-covid-19 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3092758/singapore-election-workers-partys-sengkang-win-
boosts-opposition 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/10/world/asia/singapore-election-results.html 

Singapore PM Lee Hsien Loong sworn in for 9th term (New Straits Times, Bangkok Post, The Straits 
Times) 
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2020/07/612095/singapore-pm-lee-hsien-loong-sworn-9th-term 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1957407/singapore-pm-hints-at-delayed-exit 
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https://www.straitstimes.com/politics/cabinet-swearing-in-ceremony-pm-lee-aims-to-hand-over-country-into-good-
hands-after 

 

Thailand 

Thai protesters call for government to resign (Reuters, VOA News, CNN) 
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-thailand-protests/hundreds-of-thais-protest-demanding-government-resignation-
idUKKCN24J0I6 
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/thousands-protesters-thailand-rally-against-government 
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/anti-government-protests-mount-thailand-young-thais-demand-change 
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/23/asia/thailand-anti-government-protests-intl-hnk/index.html 

Thailand to extend emergency decree until end of August (Reuters, Bangkok Post) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-thailand/thailand-to-extend-emergency-decree-until-end-of-
august-official-idUSKCN24N0KI 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1955831/emergency-decree-extended 

Thai cabinet backs bill allowing same-sex unions (Reuters, Prachatai, Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-thailand-lgbt/thai-cabinet-backs-bill-allowing-same-sex-unions-
idUSKBN2491W4 
https://prachatai.com/english/node/8636 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Society/Thailand-s-historic-LGBT-bill-exposes-rifts-inside-community 

 

Vietnam 

Vietnam to evacuate 80,000 people from Danang after virus outbreak (Bangkok Post, The New York 
Times, South China Morning Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1958323/vietnam-to-evacuate-80-000-people-from-danang-after-virus-
outbreak 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/25/world/asia/coronavirus-vietnam.html 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3094940/coronavirus-latest-vietnam-suspends-flights-
and-da-nang 

AIIB makes first loan to Vietnam bank amid South China Sea tensions (Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Belt-and-Road/AIIB-makes-first-loan-to-Vietnam-bank-amid-South-China-Sea-
tensions 

Vietnam mulls return to nuclear energy after 2035 (VN Express) 
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/business/economy/vietnam-mulls-return-to-nuclear-energy-after-2035-4127854.html 

 

ASEAN 

Don't sell ASEAN short (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1958055/dont-sell-asean-short 

ASEAN hotel associations endorse travel bubble (The Jakarta Post) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/28/asean-hotel-associations-endorse-travel-bubble.html 

 

  Timor-Leste 

Timor-Leste’s stolen children are coming home (ABC News) 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-07-07/timor-leste-stolen-children-are-coming-home/12374180?nw=0 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bu_EUpLtMYg 

https://www.straitstimes.com/politics/cabinet-swearing-in-ceremony-pm-lee-aims-to-hand-over-country-into-good-hands-after
https://www.straitstimes.com/politics/cabinet-swearing-in-ceremony-pm-lee-aims-to-hand-over-country-into-good-hands-after
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-thailand-protests/hundreds-of-thais-protest-demanding-government-resignation-idUKKCN24J0I6
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-thailand-protests/hundreds-of-thais-protest-demanding-government-resignation-idUKKCN24J0I6
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/thousands-protesters-thailand-rally-against-government
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/anti-government-protests-mount-thailand-young-thais-demand-change
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/07/23/asia/thailand-anti-government-protests-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-thailand/thailand-to-extend-emergency-decree-until-end-of-august-official-idUSKCN24N0KI
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-thailand/thailand-to-extend-emergency-decree-until-end-of-august-official-idUSKCN24N0KI
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1955831/emergency-decree-extended
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-thailand-lgbt/thai-cabinet-backs-bill-allowing-same-sex-unions-idUSKBN2491W4
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-thailand-lgbt/thai-cabinet-backs-bill-allowing-same-sex-unions-idUSKBN2491W4
https://prachatai.com/english/node/8636
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Society/Thailand-s-historic-LGBT-bill-exposes-rifts-inside-community
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1958323/vietnam-to-evacuate-80-000-people-from-danang-after-virus-outbreak
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1958323/vietnam-to-evacuate-80-000-people-from-danang-after-virus-outbreak
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/25/world/asia/coronavirus-vietnam.html
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3094940/coronavirus-latest-vietnam-suspends-flights-and-da-nang
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3094940/coronavirus-latest-vietnam-suspends-flights-and-da-nang
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Belt-and-Road/AIIB-makes-first-loan-to-Vietnam-bank-amid-South-China-Sea-tensions
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Belt-and-Road/AIIB-makes-first-loan-to-Vietnam-bank-amid-South-China-Sea-tensions
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/business/economy/vietnam-mulls-return-to-nuclear-energy-after-2035-4127854.html
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1958055/dont-sell-asean-short
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/28/asean-hotel-associations-endorse-travel-bubble.html
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-07-07/timor-leste-stolen-children-are-coming-home/12374180?nw=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bu_EUpLtMYg

