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Myanmar  

Myanmar’s meaningless unilateral ceasefires (The Diplomat, Myanmar Times)  
https://thediplomat.com/2020/05/myanmars-meaningless-unilateral-ceasefires/ 
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/myanmar-military-declares-truce-except-parts-rakhine-chin.html 

Myanmar political parties want say on 2020 election timing amid Coronavirus (Radio Free Asia, 
The Diplomat, The Irrawaddy)  
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/election-timing-05052020171626.html 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/05/myanmars-2020-elections-what-does-the-future-hold/ 
https://www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/myanmar-election-official-says-nation-will-go-polls-year-
despite-covid-19.html 

Suu Kyi's Facebook surge reveals fragility of Myanmar democracy (Nikkei Asian Review)  
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Asia-Insight/Suu-Kyi-s-Facebook-surge-reveals-fragility-of-Myanmar-democracy 

 

Cambodia   

Cambodia's 'handsome hero' Premier Hun Sen lauded for virus fight in new book (The Straits 
Times, UCA News)  
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/cambodias-handsome-hero-premier-hun-sen-lauded-for-virus-fight-in-
new-book 
https://www.ucanews.com/news/book-lauds-hun-sens-crusade-against-covid-19/88178 

Cambodia says all COVID-19 patients recovered, no new cases for a month (Reuters)  
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-cambodia/cambodia-says-all-covid-19-patients-recovered-
no-new-cases-for-a-month-idUSKBN22S09A 

When Hun Sen met Kem Sokha (The Diplomat, Radio Free Asia)  
https://thediplomat.com/2020/05/when-hun-sen-met-kem-sokha/ 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/meeting-05062020170233.html 

 

Brunei 

Gov’t rolls out BruHealth contact tracing app as restrictions loosened (The Scoop, The Star, 

ASEAN Post)  

https://thescoop.co/2020/05/14/govt-launches-bruhealth-contact-tracing-app/ 
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2020/05/29/new-app-launched-to-boost-brunei039s-
bruhealth-reach 
https://theaseanpost.com/article/friday-prayers-you-need-reservation-brunei 

 

Indonesia 

‘It’s Too Late’: In sprawling Indonesia, Coronavirus surges (The New York Times, The Jakarta Post) 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/28/world/asia/indonesia-coronavirus-surge.html 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/05/16/lets-coexist-with-covid-19-jokowi-calls-on-residents-to-adapt-to-
new-normal.html 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/05/19/with-policy-flip-flops-new-normal-looks-gloomy-for-
indonesia.html 

Is a COVID-19-like virus infecting the lungs of Indonesian democracy? (The Jakarta Post) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/05/19/is-a-covid-19-like-virus-infecting-the-lungs-of-indonesian-
democracy.html 

With new law, Indonesia gives miners more power and fewer obligations (Mongabay, The Jakarta 
Post) 
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/05/indonesia-mining-law-minerba-environment-pollution-coal 
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/05/indonesia-deregulation-omnibus-environment 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/05/12/house-approves-revised-mining-law-amid-outcry.html 

 

Laos 

Laos pushes ahead with sixth Mekong River dam project (Bangkok Post, The Telegraph) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1916664/laos-pushes-ahead-with-sixth-mekong-river-dam-project 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/05/17/environmentalists-urge-laos-scrap-destructive-mekong-dam-plans/ 

China’s Belt and Road keeps steaming ahead in Laos (Asia Times) 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/05/chinas-belt-and-road-keeps-steaming-ahead-in-laos 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/05/little-laos-teeters-towards-big-debt-crisis/ 

Looking Ahead: Laos in 2020 and beyond (New Mandala) 
https://www.newmandala.org/looking-ahead-laos-in-2020-and-beyond 

 

Malaysia 

Ex-Malaysia PM Mahathir Mohamad expelled from own political party (Al-Jazeera, South China 
Morning Post, Asia Times) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/malaysia-pm-mahathir-mohamad-expelled-political-party-
200528122220666.html 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3086777/malaysia-ruling-party-disarray-mahathir-says-its-
muhyiddin-who 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3085345/malaysias-mahathir-promises-seek-successors-
ousting-every 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/05/mahathir-vs-muhyiddin-in-a-fight-to-the-finish 

Malaysia’s Najib may walk free from 1MDB charges (Asia Times, BBC, New Straits Times) 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/05/malaysias-najib-may-walk-free-from-1mdb-charges 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-52661779 
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2020/05/593552/thomas-riza-aziz-deal-terrible-malaysia 

Malaysia reports 30 new COVID-19 infections (Reuters, New Straits Times, Bangkok Post) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-malaysia/malaysia-reports-30-new-covid-19-infections-
idUSKBN2360DM 
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/05/596569/three-active-covid-19-clusters-malaysia 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1923052/new-covid-cluster-among-migrants-in-malaysia 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/28/world/asia/indonesia-coronavirus-surge.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/05/16/lets-coexist-with-covid-19-jokowi-calls-on-residents-to-adapt-to-new-normal.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/05/16/lets-coexist-with-covid-19-jokowi-calls-on-residents-to-adapt-to-new-normal.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/05/19/with-policy-flip-flops-new-normal-looks-gloomy-for-indonesia.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/05/19/with-policy-flip-flops-new-normal-looks-gloomy-for-indonesia.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/05/19/is-a-covid-19-like-virus-infecting-the-lungs-of-indonesian-democracy.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/05/19/is-a-covid-19-like-virus-infecting-the-lungs-of-indonesian-democracy.html
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/05/indonesia-mining-law-minerba-environment-pollution-coal
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/05/indonesia-deregulation-omnibus-environment
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/05/12/house-approves-revised-mining-law-amid-outcry.html
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1916664/laos-pushes-ahead-with-sixth-mekong-river-dam-project
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2020/05/17/environmentalists-urge-laos-scrap-destructive-mekong-dam-plans/
https://asiatimes.com/2020/05/chinas-belt-and-road-keeps-steaming-ahead-in-laos
https://asiatimes.com/2020/05/little-laos-teeters-towards-big-debt-crisis/
https://www.newmandala.org/looking-ahead-laos-in-2020-and-beyond
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/malaysia-pm-mahathir-mohamad-expelled-political-party-200528122220666.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/malaysia-pm-mahathir-mohamad-expelled-political-party-200528122220666.html
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3086777/malaysia-ruling-party-disarray-mahathir-says-its-muhyiddin-who
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3086777/malaysia-ruling-party-disarray-mahathir-says-its-muhyiddin-who
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3085345/malaysias-mahathir-promises-seek-successors-ousting-every
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3085345/malaysias-mahathir-promises-seek-successors-ousting-every
https://asiatimes.com/2020/05/mahathir-vs-muhyiddin-in-a-fight-to-the-finish
https://asiatimes.com/2020/05/malaysias-najib-may-walk-free-from-1mdb-charges
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-52661779
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2020/05/593552/thomas-riza-aziz-deal-terrible-malaysia
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-malaysia/malaysia-reports-30-new-covid-19-infections-idUSKBN2360DM
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-malaysia/malaysia-reports-30-new-covid-19-infections-idUSKBN2360DM
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/05/596569/three-active-covid-19-clusters-malaysia
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1923052/new-covid-cluster-among-migrants-in-malaysia


3 
 

Philippines largest TV network ABS-CBN ordered shut (Al Jazeera, CBS News, The Washington 
Post, The New York Times) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/philippines-largest-tv-network-abs-cbn-ordered-shut-
200505084440098.html 
https://www.cbsnews.com/amp/news/abs-cbn-philippines-cease-operations-rodrigo-duterte/ 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/philippines-orders-its-largest-broadcaster-off-the-air-as-
nation-fights-virus/2020/05/05/3d172b60-8eb4-11ea-9322-a29e75effc93_story.html 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/14/world/asia/duterte-philippines-tv-network-ABS-CBN.html 

Coronavirus threatens Philippines’ ‘economic lifeline’ of OFW remittances (South China Morning 
Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/economics/article/3084642/coronavirus-threatens-philippines-economic-lifeline-
ofw 

Strong typhoon slams into pandemic-hit Philippines (Associated Press, Inquirer) 
https://apnews.com/4e8b1fbd47d25f4b3d6a317a229d3725 
https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1275943/140k-flee-as-ambo-hits-samar-like-a-yolanda-jr 

 

Singapore 

Singapore must rethink how it treats migrant workers (Nikkei Asian Review, Foreign Policy, Today 
Online) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Singapore-must-rethink-how-it-treats-migrant-workers 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/05/06/singapore-coronavirus-pandemic-migrant-workers 
https://www.todayonline.com/commentary/singapore-gets-ready-exit-circuit-breaker-lets-reflect-our-biases-
against-migrant-workers 

Elections Department cannot 'prematurely' announce election rules because of 'evolving' COVID-
19 situation: Chan Chun Sing (Channel News Asia, The Ballot) 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-general-election-covid-19-rules-evolving-12786982 
https://www.theballot.world/articles/singapore 

 

Thailand 

Government extends state of emergency (Bangkok Post, Bloomberg) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/learning/advanced/1924568/government-extends-state-of-emergency 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-05-26/thai-government-extends-emergency-despite-opposition-
criticism 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1925768/complete-end-to-lockdown-on-july-1 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1925868/govt-eyes-july-1-lockdown-end 

PM defends Covid-19 loans plan (Bangkok Post, Khaosod English) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/1925276/pm-defends-covid-19-loans-plan 
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/politics/2020/05/28/prayut-accused-of-favoring-his-cronies-for-1t-baht-loan/ 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1926812/mps-file-motion-to-set-up-budget-probe-panel 

From national glory to national sorry, the history of Thai Airways International (Thisrupt, Nikkei 
Asian Review, Bangkok Post) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Company-in-focus/Thai-Airways-pandemic-delivers-final-blow-to-mismanaged-
carrier 
https://thisrupt.co/current-affairs/thai-airways-national-glory-to-national-sorry 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1925976/thai-airways-a-microcosm-of-thailand 
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Vietnam 

Coronavirus: How 'overreaction' made Vietnam a virus success (BBC, The Diplomat, East Asia 
Forum) 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-52628283 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/05/behind-vietnams-covid-19-response-deep-distrust-of-china 
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/05/28/vietnams-covid-19-political-gains/  

Vietnamese rubber firm breaks pledge to World Bank, clears indigenous land in Cambodia 
(ASEAN Today, South China Morning Post) 
https://www.aseantoday.com/2020/05/vietnamese-rubber-firm-breaks-pledge-to-world-bank-clears-indigenous-
land-in-cambodia/ 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3086758/vietnam-firm-world-bank-links-accused-
bulldozing 

Vietnam's biggest city facing extreme risk from floods by 2050 (Bloomberg) 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-05-17/vietnam-s-biggest-city-facing-extreme-risk-from-floods-by-
2050 

 

ASEAN 

ASEAN could bring climate transformation to Southeast Asia (ASEAN Today, ISEAS) 
https://www.aseantoday.com/2020/05/asean-could-bring-climate-transformation-to-southeast-asia 
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/images/pdf/TheStateofSEASurveyReport_2020.pdf 

ASEAN mulls post-COVID-19 recovery fund (Manila Bulletin, Bangkok Post) 
https://news.mb.com.ph/2020/05/22/asean-mulls-post-covid-19-recovery-fund/ 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1922900/asean-needs-to-come-together-over-covid-19-pandemic 
https://southeastasiaglobe.com/asean-covid-19-response 

COVID-19: ASEAN rights body urges members to respond to pandemic humanely (The Jakarta 
Post, Bangkok Post) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/seasia/2020/05/02/covid-19-asean-rights-body-urges-members-to-respond-to-
pandemic-humanely.html 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1924828/covid-crisis-stifles-political-criticism-in-se-asia 

The disproportionate effect of COVID-19 on migrant workers in ASEAN (The Diplomat, East Asia 
Forum) 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/05/the-disproportionate-effect-of-covid-19-on-migrant-workers-in-asean 
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/05/21/is-aseans-covid-19-response-leaving-migrant-workers-behind/ 

 

  Timor-Leste 

Timor-Leste’s Coronavirus response (The Diplomat) 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/05/timor-lestes-coronavirus-response/ 

A political impasse in Timor-Leste as Coronavirus looms (The Interpreter, UCA News,The Sydney 
Morning Herald)  
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/political-impasse-timor-leste-coronavirus-looms 
https://www.ucanews.com/news/political-turmoil-brings-new-governing-alliance-in-timor-leste/87943 
https://www.smh.com.au/world/asia/east-timor-fight-over-speaker-s-job-descends-into-brawl-over-his-chair-
20200519-p54ucp.html 
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