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ASEAN Region – Press Review April 2020  

Contact: info@th.boell.org   

 

Myanmar  

Myanmar frontline medical workers face discrimination amid COVID-19 fight (Radio Free Asia)  
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/coronavirus-discrimination-04282020213616.html 

COVID-19 under control if Myanmar keeps current Measures: health minister (The Irrawaddy)  
www.irrawaddy.com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/covid-19-control-myanmar-keeps-current-measures-health-
minister.html 

Myanmar military may be repeating crimes against humanity, UN rapporteur warns (The Guardian, 
The Myanmar Times)  
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/29/myanmar-military-may-be-repeating-crimes-against-humanity-un-
rapporteur-warns 
https://www.mmtimes.com/news/four-people-killed-fresh-fighting-myanmars-chin-state.html 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/battle-crossfire-04172020173134.html 

 

Cambodia   

Online journalist charged with incitement for reporting Hun Sen’s comments (VOA Cambodia, The 
Guardian)  
https://www.voacambodia.com/a/online-journalist-charged-with-incitement-for-reporting-hun-sen-s-comments-
/5365676.html 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/10/fears-as-cambodia-grants-hun-sen-vast-power-under-covid-19-
pretext 

Cambodia warns new wave of COVID-19 (Cambodia Daily) 
https://english.cambodiadaily.com/health/cambodia-warns-new-wave-of-covid-19-163453/ 

 

Brunei 

Brunei’s Response To COVID-19 (The ASEAN Post)  

https://theaseanpost.com/article/bruneis-response-covid-19 

 

Indonesia 

Jokowi bans 'mudik' as Ramadan approaches (The Jakarta Post, The Australian) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/21/breaking-jokowi-bans-mudik-as-ramadan-approaches.html 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/29/travelers-in-java-ignore-mudik-ban-bringing-coronavirus-
home.html 
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/world/indonesian-president-jokowi-wododo-bans-muslims-from-mass-
homecoming-for-eid/news-story/6ba69071a031762f0c2fac6a427837a8 

More than 2,200 Indonesians have died with coronavirus symptoms, data shows (Reuters, The 
Jakarta Post) 
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-indonesia-casualti/exclusive-more-than-2200-indonesians-
have-died-with-coronavirus-symptoms-data-shows-idUSKCN22A04N 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/28/an-examination-of-indonesias-death-toll-could-it-be-higher.html 

Land conflicts escalate with spread of COVID-19 in Indonesia (Mongabay) 
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/04/land-conflicts-escalate-with-spread-of-covid-19-in-indonesia 

The curious case of Ravio Patra: Why Indonesian cyberspace is a dystopian nightmare (The 
Jakarta Post, Tempo) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/04/24/the-curious-case-of-ravio-patra-why-indonesian-
cyberspace-is-a-dystopian-nightmare.html 
https://en.tempo.co/read/1335118/ravio-patra-released-from-custody-says-indonesian-legal-aid 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/26/law-enforcement-should-learn-restraint-from-ravio-patra-case-
mahfud-md-says.html 

 

Laos 

Laos remains vulnerable despite mostly avoiding COVID-19 carnage, officials say (Radio Free 
Asia,The Star) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/covid-19-vulnerable-04222020202207.html 
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/regional/2020/04/28/laos-reports-no-increase-in-covid-19-cases-total-stays-at-
19 

Lao villagers lose farmland to Chinese banana grower (Radio Free Asia) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/land-dispute-04032020185619.html 

 

Malaysia 

Life after MCO: What Malaysia’s exit strategy may look like (Malay Mail, Channel News Asia, East 
Asia Forum) 
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2020/04/26/life-after-mco-what-malaysias-exit-strategy-may-look-
like/1860287 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-malaysia-extends-movement-control-order-may-12-
12670228 
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/04/30/malaysia-beats-brutal-covid-19-expectations/ 

Malaysian Bar: The country needs Covid-19 law (New Straits Times, The Malaysian Reserve) 
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/04/588438/malaysian-bar-country-needs-covid-19-law 
https://themalaysianreserve.com/2020/04/30/growing-calls-for-govt-to-enact-covid-19-law/ 

Malaysia turns away boat with 200 Rohingya refugees (The New York Times, The Jakarta Post, 
Bangkok Post, South China Morning Post) 
https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2020/04/17/world/asia/ap-as-malaysia-rohingya.html 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/04/26/rohingya-refugees-rejected-everywhere-as-countries-grapple-
with-covid-19-concerns.html 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1907190/contagion-risk-no-excuse-to-abandon-rohingya 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/opinion/article/3081225/malaysia-shouldnt-use-coronavirus-excuse-reject-
rohingya-refugees 

 

The Philippines 

Duterte ponders Philippines lockdown fate (Al Jazeera, CNN Philippines) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/04/philippines-duterte-decide-continue-lockdown-200423013039365.html 
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https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/4/24/General-community-quarantine-GCQ-areas-guidelines.html 

Duterte's cash aid for poor Filipinos draws middle class pushback (Nikkei Asian Review, Rappler) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Duterte-s-cash-aid-for-poor-Filipinos-draws-middle-class-pushback 
https://www.rappler.com/thought-leaders/257982-analysis-duterte-coronavirus-aid-too-little-slow-politicized 

Philippines' Duterte threatens martial law if communist rebels disrupt aid (The New York Times, 
CNN Philippines, Philstar) 
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/04/23/world/asia/23reuters-health-coronavirus-philippines-rebels.html 
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/4/24/duterte-lawlessness-martial-law.html 
https://www.philstar.com/opinion/2020/04/30/2010744/duterte-weighing-martial-law-option 

 

Singapore 

'We’re in a prison': Singapore's migrant workers suffer as Covid-19 surges back (The Guardian, 
The Straits Times, The Washington Post) 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/23/singapore-million-migrant-workers-suffer-as-covid-19-surges-
back 
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/health/singapore-facing-two-separate-outbreaks-in-the-community-and-in-
foreign-worker 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/04/16/singapores-new-covid-19-cases-reveal-countrys-two-very-
different-realities 

Why Singapore, once a model for Coronavirus response, lost control of its outbreak (Time, CNN, 
Business Insider, Asia Times) 
https://time.com/5824039/singapore-outbreak-migrant-workers 
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/04/18/asia/singapore-coronavirus-response-intl-hnk 
https://www.businessinsider.com/coronavirus-singapore-lost-control-second-wave-2020-4 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/04/how-singapore-lost-its-grip-on-covid-19/ 

Singapore GE: 2.65 million Singaporeans eligible to vote in next election (The Straits Times, 
Yahoo News, Asia One) 
https://www.straitstimes.com/politics/2653942-sporeans-eligible-to-vote-in-next-ge-updated-voter-rolls-open-for-
public-inspection 
https://sg.news.yahoo.com/holding-election-amid-covid-19-is-doubleedged-sword-may-tarnish-pap-legitimacy-
analysts-093816570.html 
https://www.asiaone.com/singapore/election-during-pandemic-can-singapore-replicate-south-koreas-model 

 

Thailand 

Thailand extends emergency till May end, night curfew to remain (The Star, Bangkok Post, 
Bloomberg) 
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/regional/2020/04/29/thailand-extends-emergency-till-may-end-night-curfew-to-
remain 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1908545/emergency-decree-extended 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-04-27/thailand-plans-to-extend-its-state-of-emergency-to-may-31 

Migrants jobless and trapped under Thai coronavirus lockdown (Bangkok Post, Asia Times) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1910032/migrants-jobless-and-trapped-under-thai-coronavirus-
lockdown 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/04/thailands-migrant-workers-at-risk-during-pandemic/ 

Coronavirus blues and clues in Thailand (Bangkok Post, Khaosod English) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1901360/coronavirus-blues-and-clues-in-thailand 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1901285/prayut-b5-000-to-be-paid-for-three-months 
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https://www.khaosodenglish.com/politics/2020/04/29/coronavirus-5000-baht-monthly-relief-extended-to-farmers/ 

 

Vietnam 

Vietnam goes online to celebrate 45 years since end of war (Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Vietnam-goes-online-to-celebrate-45-years-since-end-of-war 

The secret to Vietnam’s COVID-19 response success (The Diplomat, Asia Times) 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/04/the-secret-to-vietnams-covid-19-response-success 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/04/vietnam-poised-to-be-big-post-pandemic-winner 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/04/the-domestic-politics-of-vietnams-coronavirus-fight 

Vietnam jails man for Facebook posts 'defaming' the regime (Channel News Asia, Reuters, Radio 
Free Asia) 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/vietnam-jail-man-facebook-post-defamation-regime-12684882 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-vietnam-facebook-exclusive-idUSKCN2232JX 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/facebook-04232020182214.html 

 

ASEAN 

ASEAN leaders hold virtual summit amid COVID-19 pandemic (Radio Free Asia, The Diplomat) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/asean-coronavirus-04142020164532.html 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/04/asean-leaders-hold-virtual-summit-amid-covid-19-pandemic/ 

ASEAN proposes COVID-19 response fund (The Scoop, The Star, The Diplomat) 
https://thescoop.co/2020/04/14/hm-calls-for-close-cooperation-with-asean-to-tackle-covid-19/ 
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/regional/2020/04/10/asean-foreign-ministers-all-for-response-fund-to-tackle-
covid-19 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/04/asean-ministers-endorse-new-covid-19-response-fund/ 

Covid-19 pandemic is a call to arms for ASEAN to do more, not a death knell of regional unity 
(South China Morning Post, Bangkok Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/opinion/article/3079288/covid-19-pandemic-call-arms-asean-do-more-not-
death-knell 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1887230/asean-must-unite-to-resolve-covid-19 

Migrant workers suffer as ASEAN countries combat Covid-19 (The Star, The Jakarta Post) 
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/regional/2020/04/14/migrant-workers-suffer-as-asean-countries-combat-covid-
19 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/seasia/2020/04/15/asean-must-not-neglect-migrant-workers-refugees-in-covid-19-
response-activists.html 

 

  Timor-Leste 

Rethinking Timor-Leste’s COVID-19 State of Emergency (The Diplomat) 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/04/rethinking-timor-lestes-covid-19-state-of-emergency/ 

A Covid-19 wake-up call to reshape Timor- Leste’s economy (The Interpreter) 
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/covid-19-wake-call-reshape-timor-leste-s-economy 
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/timor-leste-consequences-covid-19 

How Will COVID-19 Impact Timor-Leste’s Politics? (The Diplomat) 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/04/how-will-covid-19-impact-timor-lestes-politics/ 
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