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ASEAN Region – Press Review March 2020  

Contact: info@th.boell.org   

 

Myanmar  

Myanmar boosts travel restrictions, locks down village, after first COVID-19 cases (Radio Free 
Asia, The Diplomat, South China Morning Post)  
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/travel-restrictions-03242020181853.html 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/03/myanmar-braces-for-coronavirus-outbreak/ 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3077630/coronavirus-myanmar-braces-surge-cases-after-
migrant 

Fighting rages as Myanmar’s Rakhine braces for fallout from terrorist designation (Radio Free 
Asia)  
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/terrorist-designation-03242020172923.html 

Myanmar MPs block Aung San Suu Kyi’s bid to become president, in line with military’s veto 
(South China Morning Post, The Irrawaddy, The Asean Post)  
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3074743/myanmar-mps-block-aung-san-suu-kyis-bid-
become-president 
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmars-suu-kyi-still-barred-presidency-proposed-charter-change-
fails.html 
https://theaseanpost.com/article/does-suu-kyi-have-real-power-myanmar 

 

Cambodia   

Cambodia uses coronavirus crisis to arrest 17 critics, rights group says (Reuters, Foreign Policy) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-cambodia-arrests/cambodia-uses-coronavirus-crisis-to-
arrest-17-critics-rights-group-says-idUSKBN21B0JJ 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/03/27/hun-sen-khmer-cambodia-leaders-line-up-coronavirus-scapegoat/ 

Cambodia's garment industry hangs by a thread (Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/Cambodia-s-garment-industry-hangs-by-a-thread 

Cambodia halts mainstream Mekong River dam plans for 10 years - official (Reuters)  
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-mekong-river-cambodia-idUKKBN215185 

 

Brunei 

HM: Stay calm, we’re in this together (The Scoop)  

https://thescoop.co/2020/03/22/hm-stay-calm-were-in-this-together/ 

 

Indonesia 

Coronavirus: Indonesia’s Widodo plans stricter social distancing rules as thousands flee Jakarta 
(South China Morning Post, Channel News Asia) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3077631/coronavirus-indonesias-widodo-plans-
stricter-social 
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https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/coronavirus-lockdown-malaysia-philippines-thailand-
indonesia-sea-12589898 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid19-indonesia-jakarta-jokowi-regulation-lockdown-12589824 

Indonesia risks timber trade with EU after scrapping license rules (Mongabay) 
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/03/indonesia-eu-timber-wood-legality-svlk-license-logging/ 
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/03/indonesia-timber-illegal-logging-legality-license-svlk/ 

Government issues regulation to jumpstart stalled renewable energy projects (The Jakarta Post) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/03/18/government-issues-regulation-to-jumpstart-stalled-renewable-
energy-projects.html 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/03/14/ri-should-focus-renewable-energy-not-nuclear-activists.html 

 

Laos 

Laos Confirms First Covid-19 Cases (The Laotian Times, Radio Free Asia) 
https://laotiantimes.com/2020/03/24/laos-confirms-first-covid-19-cases/ 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/doubling-03262020194948.html 

New Dam Planned in Same District as Xe Pian Xe Namnoi Collapse in Southern Laos (Radio Free 
Asia) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/laos-so-se-a-dam-03132020175505.html 

Who Will Save Luang Prabang? (The Diplomat) 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/03/who-will-save-luang-prabang/ 

 

Malaysia 

‘Malay first’ government takes hold in Malaysia (Asia Times, Channel News Asia, Nikkei Asian 
Review, South China Morning Post) 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/03/malay-first-government-takes-hold-in-malaysia 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/muhyiddin-yassin-prime-minister-malaysia-mahathir-umno-
bersatu-12500556 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Malaysia-in-transition/Muhyiddin-s-new-cabinet-marks-comeback-for-Malaysia-s-
old-regime 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3077362/coronavirus-malaysias-new-leader-muhyiddin-deadly-
litmus-test 

COVID-19: Malaysia to implement enhanced measures for second phase of movement control 
order (Channel News Asia, New Straits Times) 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/covid-19-malaysia-to-implement-enhanced-measures-for-second-
12589280 
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters/2020/03/579350/movement-control-measures-are-necessary 

 

The Philippines 

Philippines considers lockdown extension and expansion (Bloomberg, Al Jazeera, The Interpreter) 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-31/philippines-considers-lockdown-extension-expansion-amid-
virus 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/03/coronavirus-lockdown-strikes-fear-manila-poor-200313133102404.html 
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/philippines-covid-19-will-devastate-poor 
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Duterte assures ₱200-billion aid for the 'most affected' in COVID-19 crisis (CNN Philippines, ABS- 
CBN) 
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/3/31/Duterte-assures-%E2%82%B1200-billion-aid-for-the-most-
affected-in-COVID-19-crisis--.html 
https://news.abs-cbn.com/news/03/31/20/duterte-announces-p200-b-aid-for-poor-families-affected-by-luzon-
lockdown 

Duterte studies proposals to tap nuclear energy (Rappler, Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://www.rappler.com/nation/253292-duterte-study-proposals-tap-nuclear-energy-philippines 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/Energy/Indonesia-and-Philippines-move-to-revive-nuclear-ambitions 

 

Singapore 

Singapore's strategy in fighting Covid-19 (The Straits Times) 
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/health/singapores-strategy-in-fighting-covid-19 

Is Singapore feeling safe enough to go to the polls? (The Interpreter, The Independent, The 
Diplomat) 
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/singapore-feeling-safe-enough-go-polls 
http://theindependent.sg/lawrence-wong-very-likely-ge-will-be-held-even-while-spore-battles-covid-19 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/02/does-singapores-next-election-matter/s 

In Singapore, gay sex is still illegal as judge throws out Section 377A challenges (South China 
Morning Post, Channel News Asia) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3077581/singapore-gay-sex-still-illegal-judge-throws-out-section-
377a 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/377a-challenge-dismissed-high-court-judge-penal-code-
12588738 

 

Thailand 

All doors closed to foreigners (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1886395/all-doors-closed-to-foreigners 
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/thailand-declares-state-of-emergency-to-curb-spread 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/Thailand-bans-entry-by-foreigners-in-emergency-decree 

Mass exodus may cause Covid-19 numbers to soar (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1887995/mass-exodus-may-cause-covid-19-numbers-to-soar 

Fit-to-fly order challenged (Bangkok Post, Prachatai) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1888315/fit-to-fly-order-challenged 
https://prachatai.com/english/node/8433 

Chiang Mai air pollution hits dire levels (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1886415/chiang-mai-air-pollution-hits-dire-levels 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1887220/bushfire-sends-pm2-5-level-to-record-high 

 

Vietnam 

Vietnam’s Communist Party Finds a Silver Lining in COVID-19 (The Diplomat) 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/03/vietnams-communist-party-finds-a-silver-lining-in-covid-19/ 

How one woman is taking on Vietnam's 'big coal' (Bangkok Post, The Star) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1874274/how-one-woman-is-taking-on-vietnams-big-coal 
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https://www.thestar.com.my/news/regional/2020/03/09/one-woman-takes-on-big-coal-in-vietnam 

Vietnam quarantines tens of thousands in camps amid vigorous attack on coronavirus (Reuters, 
Bloomberg) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-vietnam-quarantine/vietnam-quarantines-tens-of-thousands-
in-camps-amid-vigorous-attack-on-coronavirus-idUSKBN21D0ZU 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-02-13/vietnam-province-isolates-10-600-people-amid-virus-tuoi-
tre 

Drought drives Vietnam’s Mekong Delta to declare state of emergency (South China Morning Post, 
Bloomberg) 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3074064/drought-drives-vietnams-mekong-delta-declare-
state 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-06/vietnam-s-mekong-delta-declares-emergency-on-
devastating-drought 

 

ASEAN 

Vietnam postpones ASEAN summit until end-June over coronavirus (VN Express) 
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/vietnam-postpones-asean-summit-until-end-june-over-coronavirus-
4072677.html 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1882910/asean-summit-in-vietnam-postponed-until-end-june 

ASEAN must unite to resolve Covid-19 (Bangkok Post, The Straits Times) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1887230/asean-must-unite-to-resolve-covid-19 
https://www.straitstimes.com/opinion/covid-19-challenges-asean-to-act-as-one 

Assessing the economic impacts of COVID-19 on ASEAN countries (East Asia Forum) 
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/03/27/assessing-the-economic-impacts-of-covid-19-on-asean-countries/ 

 

  Timor-Leste 

Xanana Gusmao returns as East Timor PM in coalition government (Al Jazeera, World Politics 
Review, Channel News Asia) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/03/xanana-gusmao-returns-east-timor-pm-coalition-government-
200310040355997.html 
https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/trend-lines/28608/can-independence-hero-xanana-gusmao-guide-east-timor-
out-of-political-chaos 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/timor-leste-xanana-gusmao-coalition-government-12521176 
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