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Contact: info@th.boell.org   

 

Myanmar  

Myanmar army plans trials for abuses in Rakhine (Bangkok Post, Radio Free Asia)  
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1863274/myanmar-army-plans-trials-for-abuses-in-rakhine 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmar-army-says-it-will-try-soldiers-02212020161327.html 

Myanmar students face charges over internet shutdown protest (Bangkok Post, Radio Free Asia)  
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1864709/myanmar-students-face-charges-over-internet-shutdown-protest 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmar-student-protest-internet-rakhine-chin-02242020172936.html 

 

Cambodia   

Cambodia PM Hun Sen shrugs off EU preferential trade status decision (Radio Free Asia, South 
China Morning Post) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/hunsen-eba-02182020165359.html 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/economics/article/3050340/cambodias-struggling-garment-workers-feel-pinch-
europe-cuts-eba 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/effect-02252020163340.html 

Cambodian city loses bet as money for Chinese casinos dries up (South China Morning Post)  
https://www.scmp.com/magazines/post-magazine/long-reads/article/3051344/sihanoukville-cambodian-magnet-
chinese-casinos 

 

Brunei 

Brunei: Life in one of the world’s last absolute monarchies (The Diplomat)  

https://thediplomat.com/2020/02/brunei-spoiled-subjects-of-the-sultan/ 

 

Indonesia 

Indonesia could force LGBT people into rehabilitation under draft 'family resilience' law (ABC, The 
Jakarta Post, The Diplomat, New Straits Times) 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-02-20/indonesia-could-force-lgbt-bdsm-communities-into-rehab/11979880 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/02/19/bedroom-bill-proposed-family-resilience-law-would-require-lgbt-
people-to-report-for-rehabilitation.html 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/academia/2020/02/22/unenforceable-impractical-family-resilience-bill-only-adds-
unnecessary-legal-tangle.html 

Deregulation in Indonesia: Economy first, environment later. Maybe (Mongabay, The Jakarta Post) 
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/02/indonesia-omnibus-law-deregulation-environment-economy/ 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/02/18/foreign-investment-rules-may-be-issued-before-omnibus-laws-
senior-minister.html 

Indonesia’s disappearing islands: a climate crisis wake-up call for Jakarta? (South China Morning 
Post) 
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https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3051697/indonesias-disappearing-islands-climate-
crisis-wake 

 

Laos 

Mekong river dams disrupting lives of Southeast Asian fishermen, farmers (Radio Free Asia, 
Reuters, The New York Times) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/mekong-dams-02202020104844.html 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mekong-river-dam/amid-hydropower-boom-laos-streams-ahead-on-latest-
mekong-dam-idUSKBN2010B8 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/15/world/asia/mekong-river-dams-thailand.html 

In Laos, price of free speech a heavy one (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1861639/in-laos-price-of-free-speech-a-heavy-one 

 

Malaysia 

Malaysia's Mahathir resigns amid political turmoil (Nikkei Asian Review, South China Morning Post, 
The New York Times, Today Online) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Malaysia-in-transition/Malaysia-s-Mahathir-resigns-amid-political-turmoil 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3052323/mahathir-has-support-return-malaysias-prime-minister-
and-without 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/24/world/asia/malaysia-mahathir-mohamad.html 
https://www.todayonline.com/commentary/expect-more-mischief-malaysian-political-elites-unless-there-
devolution-power 

Malaysia Attorney-General faces calls to resign after dropping terror charges (Bloomberg, South 
China Morning Post) 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-02-23/malaysia-ag-faces-calls-to-resign-after-dropping-terror-
charges 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3051993/malaysias-justice-chief-faces-calls-resign-over-
handling 

Italy is using Malaysia as a dumping ground for plastic waste (Al Jazeera, The Guardian) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/italy-malaysia-dumping-ground-plastic-waste-200218100846804.html 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/feb/10/italy-told-to-stop-using-malaysia-as-plastics-dumping-ground-
greenpeace-landfill 

 

The Philippines 

The Philippines’ ABS-CBN network is again fighting to survive, 34 years after liberation from 
Marcos (South China Morning Post, The New York Times) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/opinion/article/3052408/philippines-abs-cbn-network-again-fighting-survive-34-
years-after 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/10/world/asia/philippines-abs-cbn-franchise.html 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3050035/critics-slam-dutertes-move-axe-franchise-philippine-
broadcaster 

Duterte terminates Philippines troop pact, U.S. calls move 'unfortunate' (The New York Times, 
South China Morning Post) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-philippined-usa-defence-idUSKBN2050E9 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/02/dutertes-gamble-on-the-us-philippines-alliance/ 
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https://opinion.inquirer.net/127587/dutertes-pivot-to-russia 

 

Singapore 

Singapore and Coronavirus: small state, global crisis (The Diplomat, The Straits Times) 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/02/singapore-and-coronavirus-small-state-global-crisis/ 
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/health/coronavirus-we-will-not-hesitate-to-take-strong-action-says-
shanmugam-on-those-who 

Facebook blocks Singapore users' access to States Times Review page (Channel NewsAsia, BBC) 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/facebook-blocks-singapore-users-access-states-times-review-
pofma-12446952 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-51556620 

 

Thailand 

Future Forward Party found guilty disbanded by court (Khaosod English, Reuters, The New York 
Times, Bangkok Post) 
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/politics/2020/02/21/future-forward-party-found-guilty-disbanded-by-court/ 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-thailand-politics-idUSKBN20F0LP 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/21/world/asia/future-forward-party-thailand.html 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1864819/how-to-stifle-thai-political-party-system 

'RIP Democracy': Thai students protest party ban as opposition grills PM in parliament (Reuters, 
Thai Enquirer, Khaosod English) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-thailand-politics/rip-democracy-thai-students-protest-party-ban-as-opposition-
grills-pm-in-parliament-idUSKCN20I0VJ 
https://www.thaienquirer.com/8420/major-rally-at-mahidol-universities-around-thailand-joining-and-taking-up-
banners 
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/politics/2020/02/25/prayut-get-out-verdict-protest-escalates-into-call-for-regime-
change/ 
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/politics/2020/02/26/ministry-tells-students-to-avoid-protest-due-to-coronavirus/ 

For Thailand’s female land rights defenders, activism is a dangerous and daunting necessity 
(South China Morning Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3048456/thailands-female-land-rights-defenders-
activism 

'Will get through it': Aftermath of Thailand worst mass shooting (Al Jazeera, Khaosod English, 
Bangkok Post) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/02/aftermath-thailand-worst-massacre-200217115008081.html 
https://www.khaosodenglish.com/politics/2020/02/11/army-chief-vows-to-hear-grievances-refuse-to-quit-over-
mass-shooting 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1856109/mass-shooting-puts-army-officers-side-deals-under-
scrutiny 

 

Vietnam 

Will Vietnam’s war on corruption heat up in 2020? (The Diplomat) 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/02/will-vietnams-war-on-corruption-heat-up-in-2020/ 

Vietnam quarantines rural community of 10,000 because of coronavirus (Reuters, Nikkei Asian 
Review, South China Morning Post) 
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https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-china-health-vietnam/vietnam-quarantines-rural-community-of-10000-because-of-
coronavirus-idUKKBN2071U9 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Coronavirus/Vietnam-locks-down-Son-Loi-district-near-Hanoi-for-20-days 
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3051898/vietnam-counts-economic-cost-covid-19-epidemic 

EU adopts Vietnam trade deals despite human rights concerns (Nikkei Asian Review, Asia Times) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/EU-adopts-Vietnam-trade-deals-despite-human-rights-concerns 
https://asiatimes.com/2020/02/eu-puts-riches-over-rights-in-vietnam-trade-deal/ 

 

ASEAN 

China, ASEAN foreign ministers begin emergency meeting on coronavirus in Vientiane (South 
China Morning Post, The Diplomat) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3051532/china-asean-foreign-ministers-begin-emergency-
meeting 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/02/china-southeast-asia-hold-emergency-meeting-on-coronavirus-outbreak/ 

Vietnam puts the Mekong's fate on ASEAN's agenda (Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Vietnam-puts-the-Mekong-s-fate-on-ASEAN-s-agenda 

Asean-EU ties: seeking a middle path (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1860014/asean-eu-ties-seeking-a-middle-path 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1864214/eu-eyes-ftas-with-asean-as-a-whole 
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