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Myanmar  

ICJ rules to impose provisional measures in Rohingya genocide trial (Frontier Myanmar, The 
Guardian, The New York Times)  
https://frontiermyanmar.net/en/icj-rules-to-impose-provisional-measures-in-rohingya-genocide-trial 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jan/23/international-court-to-rule-on-rohingya-genocide-safeguards  
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/23/world/asia/myanmar-rohingya-genocide.html 

China, Myanmar tighten their Belt and Road ties (Asia Times, The New York Times, The Irrawaddy)  
https://www.asiatimes.com/2020/01/article/china-myanmar-tighten-their-belt-and-road-ties/ 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/16/world/asia/myanmar-china-xi-jinping.html 
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/myanmar-china-sign-dozens-deals-bri-projects-cooperation-xis-visit.html 

 

Cambodia   

Hun Sen's actions forcing EU's hand (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1845949/hun-sens-actions-forcing-eus-hand 

Cambodia: 'Treason' trial for opposition leader begins (Al Jazeera, Reuters)  
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/01/cambodia-treason-trial-opposition-leader-begins-
200115114243042.html 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-cambodia-politics/cambodia-to-open-treason-trial-of-opposition-leader-kem-
sokha-idUSKBN1ZD0ZS 

Cambodia’s Hun Sen has ruled for 35 years (South China Morning Post)  
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3046046/cambodias-hun-sen-has-ruled-35-years-he-looking-
shore-his 

Restoring Sihanoukville (Southeast Asia Globe) 
https://southeastasiaglobe.com/how-to-restore-sihanoukville/ 

 

Brunei 

Sultan warns against corruption in public infrastructure projects (The Scoop)  

https://thescoop.co/2020/01/14/sultan-warns-against-corruption-in-public-infrastructure-projects/ 

 

Indonesia 

Jokowi’s visit to Natuna asserts Jakarta's ‘serious attention’ to sovereignty: Minister (The Jakarta 
Post, The Diplomat, New Straits Times) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/01/08/jokowis-visit-to-natuna-asserts-jakartas-serious-attention-to-
sovereignty-minister.html 
https://thediplomat.com/2020/01/the-natuna-sea-incident-how-indonesia-is-managing-its-bilateral-relationship-
with-china/ 
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region/2020/01/555147/indonesias-sovereignty-inviolable-non-negotiable 
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Indonesia to deport environmental journalist Philip Jacobson (The Jakarta Post, Tempo, The New 
York Times, Mongabay) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/01/25/indonesia-to-deport-environmental-journalist-philip-
jacobson.html 
https://en.tempo.co/read/1298101/foreign-journalist-philip-jacobson-arrested-by-immigration 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/25/world/asia/indonesia-american-journalist-philip-jacobson.html 
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/01/mongabay-editor-arrested-in-indonesia/ 

Attract investment first, assess environmental impact later: Minister (The Jakarta Post, Tempo) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/01/22/attract-investment-first-assess-environmental-impact-later-
minister.html 
https://en.tempo.co/read/1299259/transparency-of-the-omnibus-laws 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/01/27/activists-experts-slam-govt-plan-to-scrap-amdal-
requirement.html 

Flash floods in Indonesia leave hundreds of thousands homeless (The New York Times, Channel News 
Asia, The Jakarta Post) 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/02/world/asia/indonesia-jakarta-rain-floods.html 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/jakarta-fastest-sinking-city-in-the-world-floods-challenge-
river-12237202 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/01/01/not-ordinary-rain-worst-rainfall-in-over-decade-causes-massive-
floods-in-jakarta.html 

 

Laos 

Lao villagers displaced by dams struggle to survive in resettlement sites (Radio Free Asia) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/struggle-01092020131031.html 

Activists protest Laos’ rights record at UN meeting in Geneva (Radio Free Asia) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/laos-upr-2020-01212020180024.html 

 

Malaysia 

Mahathir: vote in ‘thieves’ but don’t expect Pakatan Harapan to fix Malaysia after that (South 
China Morning Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3046903/mahathir-vote-thieves-dont-expect-pakatan-harapan-fix-
malaysia 

Najib: I am not so stupid to do something like this, you know! (New Straits Times) 
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2020/01/558860/najib-i-am-not-so-stupid-do-something-you-know 
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2020/01/558242/najibs-lawyers-playing-cat-and-mouse-game 

Malaysia sends back trash, says won’t be world’s waste bin (Associated Press) 
https://apnews.com/f384daeb764c777dcfb6ca8edf46c14a 

 

The Philippines 

Philippines' Duterte threatens to end U.S. Military pact over senator's entry visa (Time, Al Jazeera, 
Asia Times, South China Morning Post) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-philippines-usa-duterte/philippines-duterte-threatens-to-end-military-deal-with-
the-united-states-idUSKBN1ZM2IZ 
https://time.com/5770895/philippines-rodrigo-duterte-visiting-forces-agreement/ 
https://www.asiatimes.com/2020/01/article/duterte-looks-to-boot-us-troops-from-philippines/ 
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https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3047464/philippines-rodrigo-duterte-threatens-end-
military-deal-us 

Wary residents return to homes near volcano in Philippines (The New York Times, South China 
Morning Post) 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/27/world/asia/philippines-volcano-taal.html 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/explained/article/3045831/taal-volcano-most-deadly-philippines-killing-more-
6000-how-big 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3047054/erupt-already-so-we-can-get-it-over-taal-
volcano 

 

Singapore 

Singapore uses fake news law against Malaysian watchdog that alleged ‘brutal execution 
methods’ (South China Morning Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3047119/singapore-uses-fake-news-law-against-malaysian-
watchdog-alleged 

Singapore’s migrant workers just want a safe space to gather on their day off (South China 
Morning Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/health-environment/article/3044897/singapores-migrant-workers-just-want-safe-
space-gather 

 

Thailand 

Thai Opposition Future Forward Party Avoids Being Disbanded, But Its Troubles Are Far From 
Over (Time, Nikkei Asian Review, Al Jazeera) 
https://time.com/5768549/thailand-future-forward-party-not-guilty/ 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Thailand-s-Future-Forward-party-survives-dissolution-threat 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/01/thai-court-finds-opposition-party-guilty-sedition-charge-
200121083056482.html 

Thailand takes action on plastic (East Asia Forum, Khaosod English, Bangkok Post) 
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/01/27/thailand-takes-action-on-plastic/ 
http://www.khaosodenglish.com/opinion/2020/01/05/opinion-banning-single-use-plastic-bags-just-the-tip-of-a-
trash-iceberg/ 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1834379/winning-the-war-on-plastic 

Thai protesters demand action as air pollution clouds Bangkok (Reuters, Bangkok Post, Nikkei 
Asian Review) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-climate-change-strike-thailand/thai-protesters-demand-action-as-air-pollution-
clouds-bangkok-idUSKBN1ZM1EM 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1840074/govt-takes-heavy-flak-for-toxic-smog-response 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Environment/Smog-choked-Bangkok-struggles-to-improve-air-quality 

 

Vietnam 

At Vietnam’s ‘Dong Tam Massacre’, activists claim government attacked its own citizens (South 
China Morning Post, Al Jazeera, BBC, Asia Times) 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3046192/vietnams-dong-tam-massacre-activists-claim-
government 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/01/police-officers-killed-clash-protesters-vietnam-200109061413200.html 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-51105808 
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https://www.asiatimes.com/2020/01/article/state-vs-people-conflict-rocks-and-roils-vietnam/ 

Vietnam's battalions of 'cyber-armies' silencing online dissent (Al Jazeera, Financial Times, The 
Straits Times) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/01/vietnam-battalions-cyber-armies-silencing-online-dissent-
200116235037858.html 
https://www.ft.com/content/fec8dee0-3836-11ea-a6d3-9a26f8c3cba4 
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/deadly-land-dispute-in-vietnam-sparks-crackdown-on-critical-social-
media 

Vietnam grapples with an unexpected surge in solar power (The Economist) 
https://www.economist.com/asia/2020/01/23/vietnam-grapples-with-an-unexpected-surge-in-solar-power 

Who will lead Vietnam in 2021? (East Asia Forum) 
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2020/01/16/who-will-lead-vietnam-in-2021/ 

 

ASEAN 

ASEAN reaffirms international law as basis for sovereignty in South China Sea (The Jakarta Post) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/seasia/2020/01/18/asean-reaffirms-international-law-as-basis-for-sovereignty-in-
south-china-sea.html 

In challenging waters, Vietnam to steer Asean (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1836924/in-challenging-waters-vietnam-to-steer-asean 

Activists demand new ASEAN chair Vietnam address human rights in region (The Jakarta Post) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/seasia/2020/01/16/activists-demand-new-asean-chair-vietnam-address-human-
rights-in-region.html 
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