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Myanmar  

Nearly 60 Foreign Firms Tied to Military Businesses: UN Report (The Irrawaddy, The New York 
Times)  
https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/nearly-60-foreign-firms-tied-military-businesses-un-report.html 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/05/world/asia/myanmar-military-business-united-nations.html 

Proposed Myanmar dam could displace thousands (Al Jazeera)  
https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/report-proposed-myanmar-dam-displace-thousands-190813010128560.html 

'We are hostages': Two years on, Rohingya still in Myanmar trapped by new war (Reuters, Al 
Jazeera)  
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-conflict/we-are-hostages-two-years-on-rohingya-still-in-
myanmar-trapped-by-new-war-idUSKCN1VE0D7 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/08/rohingya-refugees-hesitant-return-myanmar-190825072357795.html 

 

Cambodia   

In Cambodia, journalism has become a crime (The Washington Post, Bangkok Post) 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/global-opinions/in-cambodia-journalism-has-become-a-
crime/2019/08/23/52e57b0c-afb9-11e9-bc5c-e73b603e7f38_story.html 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1727067/cambodian-press-in-peril 

What Does Cambodia’s New Census Reveal? (The Diplomat)  
https://thediplomat.com/2019/08/what-does-cambodias-new-census-reveal/ 

 

Brunei 

Brunei to introduce new law to tackle open burning (The Scoop)  

https://thescoop.co/2019/08/05/to-blunt-impact-of-forest-fires-brunei-to-introduce-new-law-to-tackle-open-burning/ 

 

Indonesia 

Jokowi urges calm after violent West Papua protests (Al Jazeera, The Jakarta Post, Human Rights 
Watch) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/08/indonesia-jokowi-urges-calm-violent-west-papua-protests-
190819231128532.html 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/08/22/jokowi-orders-police-to-take-stern-action-against-racial-
abuse.html 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/08/23/indonesian-officers-racist-slurs-trigger-riots-papua 

Indonesia picks area on Borneo for new capital, with relocation estimated to cost US$33 billion 
(South China Morning Post, Tempo, Mongabay) 
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https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3024352/indonesia-announces-site-new-capital-city-
reduce-jakartas 
https://en.tempo.co/read/1240352/jokowi-new-capital-city-will-be-in-penajam-kutai-kartanegara 
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/08/red-flags-as-indonesia-eyes-relocating-its-capital-city-to-borneo/ 

Palm oil: Indonesia and Malaysia push back as EU clamps down (Nikkei Asian Review, Al Jazeera) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Asia-Insight/Palm-oil-Indonesia-and-Malaysia-push-back-as-EU-clamps-down 
https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/trade-war-indonesia-threatens-eu-190809112014149.html 

 

Laos 

Lao Migrants Fleeing Poverty Defy Dangers to Work in Thailand (Radio Free Asia) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/migrants-08272019160657.html 

Laos values Asean’s role in development (Eleven Myanmar) 
https://elevenmyanmar.com/news/laos-values-aseans-role-in-development 

 

Malaysia 

Mahathir urges Malaysians to refrain from stoking racial sensitivities (Bernama, Malaysiakini) 
http://www.bernama.com/en/news.php?id=1761975 
https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/489796 

Malaysia former PM Najib's biggest 1MDB trial to begin (Channel NewsAsia, Asia Times) 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/najib-razak-1mdb-malaysia-biggest-trial-to-begin-11847616 
https://www.asiatimes.com/2019/08/article/malaysia-ex-pm-najibs-biggest-1mdb-trial-begins/?_=217334 

Malaysia looks to woo Chinese cash with belt and road positivity (South China Morning Post, 
Eurasia Review) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/geopolitics/article/3022037/malaysia-looks-woo-chinese-cash-belt-and-road-
positivity 
https://www.eurasiareview.com/28082019-malaysias-china-reset-what-other-countries-can-learn-about-engaging-
china-analysis/ 

 

The Philippines 

Xi, Duterte Fail to Reach Agreement on South China Sea Issues (Bloomberg, Rappler) 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-08-30/xi-duterte-agreed-to-disagree-no-deal-on-exploration-sea-
row 
https://www.rappler.com/nation/238890-xi-refuses-recognize-hague-ruling-after-duterte-brings-it-up 

Gina Lopez dies at 65 (ABS-CBN, Rappler) 
https://news.abs-cbn.com/life/08/19/19/gina-lopez-dies-at-65 
https://www.rappler.com/nation/238060-statements-tributes-gina-lopez-death 

China urges Philippines to ban online gambling (Reuters, Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-philippines-china-gambling/china-urges-philippines-to-ban-online-gambling-
idUSKCN1VB16P 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Philippine-online-casino-ban-highlights-Duterte-s-unwise-China-policy 
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Singapore is heading for a recession. The trade war is hurting (CNN, The Straits Times) 
https://edition.cnn.com/2019/08/13/economy/singapore-gdp-recession-trade-war/index.html 
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/recession-or-not-there-will-be-more-pain-ahead 

Singapore’s Lee family feud gets political (Asia Times, The Diplomat) 
https://www.asiatimes.com/2019/08/article/singapores-lee-family-feud-gets-political/ 
https://thediplomat.com/2019/08/what-lies-ahead-for-singapores-succession-dynamics/ 

Singapore will continue not to take sides between US and China, says PM Lee Hsien Loong 
(South China Morning Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3023326/singapore-will-continue-not-take-sides-between-
us-and 

 

Thailand 

King offers PM moral support (Bangkok Post, Khaosod English) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1737795/king-offers-pm-moral-support 
http://www.khaosodenglish.com/politics/2019/08/27/king-tells-prayuth-to-abide-by-his-oath/ 

Thailand May Be First in Southeast Asia to Allow Same-Sex Unions (Bloomberg) 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-08-27/thailand-may-be-first-in-southeast-asia-to-allow-same-sex-
unions 

Thailand eyes new status as Southeast Asia’s energy trading hub (South China Morning Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3024376/thailand-eyes-new-status-southeast-asias-
energy-trading 

 

Vietnam 

Vietnam’s public security ministry calls for legislation on extradition (Tuoi Tre News) 
https://tuoitrenews.vn/news/society/20190806/vietnams-public-security-ministry-calls-for-legislation-on-
extradition/50895.html 

Vietnam edges towards a succession crisis (Asia Times) 
https://www.asiatimes.com/2019/08/article/vietnam-edges-towards-a-succession-crisis 

Vietnam seeks 'peaceful' solution to South China Sea tensions (Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Vietnam-seeks-peaceful-solution-to-South-China-Sea-
tensions 

 

ASEAN 

ASEAN must mitigate war without weapons between US and China (Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/ASEAN-must-mitigate-war-without-weapons-between-US-and-China 

New ASEAN Secretariat building marks bloc's 52nd anniversary (Antara, The Jakarta Post) 
https://en.antaranews.com/news/130732/new-asean-secretariat-building-marks-blocs-52nd-anniversary 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/08/08/jokowi-inaugurates-asean-building-calls-for-unity.html 

ASEAN must aim higher at November summit (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1727867/asean-must-aim-higher-at-november-summit 
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