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Contact: info@th.boell.org   

 

Myanmar  

Aung San Suu Kyi pleas with court to dismiss genocide claims (The Guardian, Washington Post, 
Nikkei Asian Review)  
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/dec/12/myanmar-military-incapable-of-looking-into-abuses-court-told 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/aung-san-suu-kyi-former-democracy-icon-defends-myanmar-
against-genocide-allegations/2019/12/11/17e792fe-1ab4-11ea-977a-15a6710ed6da_story.html 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Genocide-trial-strengthens-Suu-Kyi-s-unifying-power-at-home 

U.S. slaps sanctions on Myanmar military chief over Rohingya atrocities (Reuters, Channel 
NewsAsia)  
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-myanmar-sanctions/us-slaps-sanctions-on-myanmar-military-chief-over-
rohingya-atrocities-idUSKBN1YE1XU 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/us-tightens-sanctions-on-myanmar-army-chief-12173938 

 

Cambodia   

Cambodia PM dismisses EU sanctions threat, says Brexit will limit impact (Reuters, Radio Free 
Asia) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-cambodia-eu/cambodia-pm-dismisses-eu-sanctions-threat-says-brexit-will-limit-
impact-idUSKBN1YF0SG 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/cambodia-hun-sen-ignores-eu-12112019165018.html 

A jungle airstrip stirs suspicions about China’s plans for Cambodia (The New York Times)  
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/22/world/asia/cambodia-china-military-bases.html 

Hun Sen’s grand plan to hand power to his son (Asia Times)  
https://www.asiatimes.com/2019/12/article/hun-sens-grand-plan-to-hand-power-to-his-son/ 

 

Brunei 

Brunei seeks export requirements on agriculture, livestock and aquaculture for China market (Biz 

Brunei)  

https://www.bizbrunei.com/2019/12/brunei-seeks-export-requirements-on-agriculture-livestock-and-aquaculture-
for-china-market/ 

 

Indonesia 

Indonesia president defends bid by family to enter politics (Reuters, The Jakarta Post, Nikkei Asian 
Review) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-indonesia-politics/indonesia-president-defends-bid-by-family-to-enter-politics-
idUSKBN1YH1FD 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/12/12/they-could-win-or-lose-jokowi-denies-building-dynasty-as-
family-members-enter-mayoral-races.html 
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https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/12/30/jokowis-son-in-law-meets-with-prabowo-over-medan-mayoral-
race.html 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Jokowi-s-son-seeks-mayor-post-in-sign-of-nascent-dynasty 

Homegrown fuel: Jokowi kicks off B30 policy (The Jakarta Post, Reuters) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/12/23/homegrown-fuel-jokowi-kicks-off-b30-policy.html 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-indonesia-biodiesel/indonesia-launches-b30-biodiesel-to-cut-costs-boost-palm-
oil-idUSKBN1YR0D2 

The Changing Face of Indonesian Islam (The Diplomat) 
https://thediplomat.com/2019/12/the-changing-face-of-indonesian-islam/ 

Indonesia fires cost nation $5 billion this year: World Bank (Mongabay) 
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/12/indonesia-fires-cost-nation-5-billion-this-year-world-bank/ 

 

Laos 

Lao dam resettlement village out of water due to drought (Radio Free Asia) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/water-12032019143338.html 

As 7th anniversary of Lao activist’s disappearance approaches, more remain missing (Radio Free 
Asia) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/laos-sombath-7th-anniversary-12132019180225.html 

 

Malaysia 

Mahathir's Muslim summit turns Malaysia-Saudi ties bitter (Nikkei Asian Review, The Diplomat. Al 
Jazeera) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Mahathir-s-Muslim-summit-turns-Malaysia-Saudi-ties-bitter 
https://thediplomat.com/2019/12/what-does-malaysias-new-islamic-summit-reveal-about-its-foreign-policy/ 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/12/mohamad-mahathir-muslim-world-state-crisis-191219091837516.html 

Malaysia’s Mahathir to keep Anwar waiting in 2020 (Asia Times) 
https://www.asiatimes.com/2019/12/article/malaysias-mahathir-to-keep-anwar-waiting-in-2020 

 

The Philippines 

Philippines threatens to impose visa requirements on US citizens (Financial Times, Al Jazeera) 
https://www.ft.com/content/73232f8c-2876-11ea-9a4f-963f0ec7e134 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/12/philippines-bans-officials-mulls-visa-rules-americans-
191227075026104.html 

Philippines' Duterte tells media conglomerate owners to sell out (Al Jazeera) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/philippines-duterte-tells-media-conglomerate-owners-sell-
191230114922285.html 

 

Singapore 

Singapore 'fake news' law ensnares government critics (Reuters, Bloomberg, Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-singapore-fakenews/singapore-fake-news-law-ensnares-government-critics-
idUSKBN1YK0KH 
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https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-12-15/singapore-government-again-uses-fake-news-law-on-
opposition 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Singapore-wields-fake-news-law-against-opposition 

In New Year message, Singapore PM Lee allays globalisation fears as election looms (South 
China Morning Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3044137/new-year-message-singapore-pm-lee-allays-
globalisation-fears 

 

Thailand 

Thousands join biggest protest for years in Thai capital (The New York Times, Bangkok Post, 
Khaosod English) 
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2019/12/14/world/asia/14reuters-thailand-politics.html 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/1815979/thanathorn-rally-just-the-beginning 
http://www.khaosodenglish.com/politics/2019/12/16/thanathorn-accused-of-insulting-monarchy-for-skywalk-rally/ 

Thailand’s ‘five families’ prop and imperil Prayut (Asia Times) 
https://www.asiatimes.com/2019/12/article/thailands-five-families-prop-and-imperil-prayut/ 

Trump squeezes Thailand in trade row over chemicals ban (Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Asia-Insight/Trump-squeezes-Thailand-in-trade-row-over-chemicals-ban 

 

Vietnam 

Vietnam court sentences ex-minister to life in prison for fraud (Al Jazeera) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/12/vietnam-court-sentences-minister-life-prison-graft-
191228060954300.html 

Vietnam’s workers finally lose their chains (Asia Times) 
https://www.asiatimes.com/2019/12/article/vietnams-workers-finally-lose-their-chains/ 

Hanoi police block access to concert with environmental theme, turn activists away (Radio Free 
Asia) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/concert-11252019170408.html 

 

ASEAN 

ASEAN to move forward under Vietnam’s chairmanship (Viet Nam News) 
https://vietnamnews.vn/politics-laws/570258/asean-to-move-forward-under-viet-nams-chairmanship.html 

ASEAN’s quiet resilience (East Asia Forum) 
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2019/12/08/aseans-quiet-resilience/ 

ASEAN’s renewable energy challenges (The ASEAN Post) 
https://theaseanpost.com/article/aseans-renewable-energy-challenges 
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