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Myanmar  

Aung San Suu Kyi to lead Myanmar team to fight genocide accusation (The New York Times, The 
Diplomat, South China Morning Post)  
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/20/world/asia/suu-kyi-genocide.html 
https://thediplomat.com/2019/11/why-will-aung-san-suu-kyi-personally-defend-myanmar-against-genocide-claims/ 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3037280/myanmar-accused-genocide-against-rohingya-
muslims-uns 

Myanmar family struggles to rescue teen daughter who was trafficked to China (Radio Free Asia)  
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/myanmar-family-struggles-to-rescue-teen-daughter-
11132019173159.html 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/trafficked-myanmar-woman-returns-home-11042019152404.html 

 

Cambodia   

EU warns Cambodia on rights as it reviews trade benefits (Nikkei Asian Review, Radio Free Asia) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/EU-warns-Cambodia-on-rights-as-it-reviews-trade-benefits 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Hun-Sen-s-Cambodia/Hun-Sen-rival-faces-trial-even-as-EU-threatens-Cambodia-
sanctions 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/trial-11182019170358.html 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/cambodian-pm-hun-sen-shrugs-off-looming-loss-
11212019153920.html 

In U-turn, Cambodia's Hun Sen offers US new ‘bond of friendship’ (Bangkok Post, VOA, Radio Free 
Asia, Nikkei Asian Review)  
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1803434/in-u-turn-cambodias-hun-sen-offers-us-new-bond-of-friendship 
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/cambodias-hun-sen-tells-trump-he-welcomes-better-relations 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/thanks-11272019135104.html 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Hun-Sen-s-Cambodia/Cambodia-s-Hun-Sen-thanks-Trump-for-not-seeking-
regime-change 

 

Brunei 

Brunei exports first shipment of hydrogen to Japan (The Scoop)  

https://thescoop.co/2019/11/27/brunei-exports-first-shipment-of-hydrogen-to-japan/ 

 

Indonesia 

Indonesia’s Widodo stands by direct presidential elections but power brokers have other ideas 
(South China Morning Post, The Straits Times) 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3040047/indonesias-widodo-stands-direct-presidential-
elections 
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/calls-to-end-direct-presidential-polls-in-indonesia-grow-louder 
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Indonesia not keeping silent about EU’s palm oil discrimination, says Jokowi (The Jakarta Post) 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/11/28/indonesia-not-keeping-silent-about-eus-palm-oil-discrimination-
says-jokowi.html 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/11/27/indonesia-eu-embroiled-in-fresh-trade-spat-over-nickel-export-
ban-subsidies.html 

Murder of Indonesia palm oil activists shows ‘growing threat’ (Reuters, Mongabay) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-palmoil-murder/murder-of-indonesia-palm-oil-activists-shows-growing-threat-
rights-groups-say-idUSKBN1XK0A4 
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/11/indonesia-palm-oil-violence-journalists-plantation-sab/ 
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/11/palm-owner-charged-with-ordering-murder-of-two-journalists-in-indonesia/ 

Indonesia's reform-minded former Jakarta governor Ahok set to return to public office (The 
Straits Times, South China Morning Post) 
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/indonesias-reform-minded-former-jakarta-governor-ahok-set-to-return-
to-public-office 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3038982/indonesias-ahok-bags-top-job-state-energy-giant-
pertamina-return 

 

Laos 

Mekong River Commission says dams are causing sharp shifts in water levels (Radio Free Asia) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/mrc-luangprabang-conference-11062019170702.html 

Lao woman gets five years for criticizing government on Facebook (Radio Free Asia) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/mouay-sentence-11252019151738.html 

Laos democrats fight a lonely losing struggle (Asia Times) 
https://www.asiatimes.com/2019/11/article/laos-democrats-fight-a-lonely-losing-struggle/ 

Despite efforts to stamp out corruption, Laos remains corrupt (Radio Free Asia) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/laos-corruption-assembly-2019-11252019114844.html 

 

Malaysia 

Dr M says it again: It’s Anwar, not Azmin, as next PM (Malay Mail, The Star, Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2019/11/04/dr-m-says-it-again-its-anwar-not-azmin-as-next-
pm/1806657 
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2019/11/04/dr-m-reiterates-its-anwar-and-not-azmin-next 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Cover-Story/Anwar-Ibrahim-finally-has-Malaysia-s-leadership-within-reach 

Malaysia’s latest by-election poses a test for Pakatan Harapan (The Diplomat, South China Morning 
Post, Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://thediplomat.com/2019/11/malaysias-latest-by-election-poses-a-test-for-pakatan-harapan/ 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3037992/malaysias-barisan-nasional-opposition-tipped-
comeback-racially 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Malaysia-s-Mahathir-suffers-fourth-election-defeat-for-ruling-party 

UK agrees to take back 42 containers of illegally imported plastic waste from Malaysia (The 
Straits Times, Bloomberg) 
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/uk-agrees-to-take-back-42-containers-of-illegally-imported-plastic-
waste-from-malaysia 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-11-25/malaysia-to-return-42-illegal-plastic-waste-containers-to-u-k 
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The Philippines 

Duterte: Life taking 'toll on my health' (Rappler, BBC, Al Jazeera, CNN Philippines) 
https://www.rappler.com/nation/245149-duterte-life-taking-toll-health 
https://www.bbc.com/news/the-reporters-50414676 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/11/philippines-duterte-life-toll-health-191117075446566.html 
https://www.cnnphilippines.com/news/2019/11/30/Duterte--I-am-alright-but-not-at-the-peak-of-health.html 

Duterte apologizes to foreign teams for SEA Games 2019 woes (Rappler, Channel NewsAsia, Nikkei 
Asian Review) 
https://www.rappler.com/nation/246073-duterte-apologizes-to-foreign-teams-for-sea-games-woes 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/sport/sea-games-2019-philippines-duterte-calls-for-probe-12137612 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Southeast-Asian-Games-woes-spoil-Duterte-s-coming-out-party 

 

Singapore 

From the PAP to the Workers’ Party, why are Singapore’s political parties increasingly 
concerned with climate change? (South China Morning Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/politics/article/3035998/pap-workers-party-why-are-singapores-political-parties 

PAP must be prepared for a tough fight in the coming General Election, says PM Lee 
(Today Online, The Straits Times) 
https://www.todayonline.com/singapore/pap-must-be-prepared-tough-fight-coming-general-election-says-pm-lee 
https://www.straitstimes.com/politics/pap-convention-next-ge-will-decide-if-singapore-can-sustain-a-good-stable-
government-says 

Singapore issues first correction order under 'fake news' law (Nikkei Asian Review, BBC) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Singapore-issues-first-correction-order-under-fake-news-law 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-50613341 

 
 

Thailand 

Thanathorn disqualified as MP (Bangkok Post, Nikkei Asian Review, South China Morning Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/1798414/thanathorn-disqualified-as-mp 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1799249/thailands-inevitable-political-endgame 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/Popular-Thai-opposition-leader-loses-parliamentary-seat 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3038612/thailands-future-forward-party-leader-
thanathorn-barred 

Thai government approves new economic stimulus measures (Nikkei Asian Review, Bangkok Post) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Thai-government-approves-new-economic-stimulus-measures 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1796999/dont-mention-the-economy 

Prayut calls for unity after defeat (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/1804314/prayut-calls-for-unity-after-defeat 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/politics/1805159/prayut-denies-rift-in-coalition-after-house-defeat 

7-Eleven stores in Thailand will no longer be providing plastic bags to customers (Says, The 
Nation) 
https://says.com/my/news/7-eleven-stores-in-thailand-will-not-be-providing-customers-plastic-bags-anymore 
https://www.nationthailand.com/news/30378637 
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Vietnam 

Vietnam and China promise to keep talking as they look to settle differences over South China 
Sea (South China Morning Post, VN Express) 
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/article/3040014/vietnam-and-china-promise-keep-talking-they-look-
settle 
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/vietnam-china-agree-to-rein-in-south-china-sea-conflicts-4019349.html 

Vietnam jails three more activists in crackdown on Facebook posts (Reuters) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-vietnam-security-trials/vietnam-jails-third-activist-this-month-in-crackdown-on-
facebook-posts-idUSKBN1Y20J3 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1802664/vietnam-jails-another-facebook-user-as-dissent-crackdown-
intensifies 

Vietnam arrests eight in connection with UK truck deaths (Reuters) 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3036256/vietnam-arrests-eight-connection-uk-truck-
deaths 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3040055/all-39-bodies-uk-truck-victims-have-now-arrived-
back-home 

 

ASEAN 

Lessons from the ASEAN Summit (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1791619/lessons-from-the-asean-summit 

Human Rights talks absent from ASEAN Summit (VOA) 
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/human-rights-talks-absent-asean-summit 

Is the ASEAN bloc under threat? (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1793179/is-the-asean-bloc-under-threat- 
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