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Myanmar  

How Myanmar’s military chief could become President (The Irrawaddy)  
https://www.irrawaddy.com/opinion/commentary/myanmars-military-chief-become-president.html 

Nobel Peace laureate could face prosecution over Myanmar military’s actions (The New York 
Times, Radio Free Asia)  
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/17/world/asia/myanmar-leader-war-crimes.html 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/uns-myanmar-rights-envoy-09182019161540.html 

 

Cambodia   

Cambodian court charges exiled politicians with rebellion (Voice of America, Radio Free Asia) 
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/cambodian-court-charges-exiled-politicians-rebellion 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/coup-09272019164826.html 

Cambodia launches probe into Chinese firm that imported 1,600 tons of plastic waste to 
Sihanoukville (Radio Free Asia)  
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/plastic-07192019155724.html 

 

Brunei 

‘Trust has been eroded’, HM tells police (The Scoop)  

https://thescoop.co/2019/09/05/trust-has-been-eroded-hm-tells-police/ 

 

Indonesia 

26 killed as violence re-erupts in Indonesia's Papua province (Nikkei Asian Review, The Guardian, 
The New York Times) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/26-killed-as-violence-re-erupts-in-Indonesia-s-Papua-province 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/sep/28/i-feel-like-im-dying-west-papua-witnesses-
unrest-indonesia-police 
https://www.nytimes.com/aponline/2019/09/24/world/asia/ap-as-indonesia-papua-protests.html 

Nearly 900,000 Indonesians suffer breathing issues due to haze (Bangkok Post, The Guardian, Al 
Jazeera) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1755764/nearly-900-000-indonesians-suffer-breathing-issues-due-to-haze 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/sep/24/this-is-daytime-bright-red-haze-from-indonesian-rainforest-fires-
envelops-village 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/09/indonesians-shrouded-toxic-haze-190923074629869.html 

Thousands in Indonesia protest against bill that would ban extramarital sex, students rally 
against changes to corruption law (Reuters, Channel News Asia, Washington Post) 
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-indonesia-politics-rights/thousands-rally-against-indonesian-bill-to-ban-extra-
marital-sex-idUSKBN1W819X 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asia/indonesia-president-delay-law-banning-pre-marital-sex-11927562 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/indonesia-students-rally-against-changes-to-corruption-
law/2019/09/24/e860a64a-deb5-11e9-be7f-4cc85017c36f_story.html 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/indonesia-protest-joko-widodo-law-corruption-code-graft-
11948856 

 

Laos 

Laos to go ahead with Luang Prabang dam project despite warnings (Al Jazeera, Radio Free Asia) 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/09/laos-luang-prabang-dam-project-warnings-190924102523452.html 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/laos-luang-prabang-dam-mekong-09232019161400.html 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/laos-mrc-silence-submission-mekong-dam-09252019170454.html 

Lao authorities arrest woman for criticizing flood relief efforts on Facebook (Radio Free Asia) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/laos/laos-houayheuang-xayabouly-09162019172839.html 

 

Malaysia 

Anwar says he’ll succeed Mahathir as Malaysia PM around 2020, Mahathir says he expects to 
remain Malaysia's PM for some three years (Bangkok Post, The Straits Times) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/world/1752904/anwar-says-hell-succeed-mahathir-as-malaysia-pm-around-2020 
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/mahathir-says-expects-to-remain-malaysias-pm-for-some-three-years-
contradicting-anwar 

Mahathir: 'We have to go to the Chinese' for infrastructure (Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/Mahathir-We-have-to-go-to-the-Chinese-for-infrastructure 

Malaysia’s myriad reform challenges await action (Asian Correspondent) 
https://asiancorrespondent.com/2019/09/malaysias-myriad-reform-challenges-await-action 

 

The Philippines 

Philippines’ Teodoro Locsin says Beijing’s South China Sea code is like ‘a manual for feeding a 
dragon in your living room’ (South China Morning Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3030230/philippine-foreign-secretary-teodoro-locsin-says-
beijings 

Philippines slams the door on world's plastic waste (Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Environment/Philippines-slams-the-door-on-world-s-plastic-waste  

Duterte’s foreign aid suspension set to backfire (Asia Times, Bloomberg) 
https://www.asiatimes.com/2019/09/article/dutertes-foreign-aid-suspension-set-to-backfire/ 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-09-25/duterte-rejects-millions-of-dollars-in-aid-to-defend-drug-war 

 

Singapore 

Singapore must guard against division and distrust, warns leader-in-waiting Heng Swee Keat 
(South China Morning Post) 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3029772/singapore-must-guard-against-division-and-
distrust-warns 
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Singapore election expected soon as Lee Hsien Loong sets up electoral boundaries panel (South 
China Morning Post, Channel News Asia) 
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-asia/article/3025703/singapore-election-expected-soon-lee-hsien-
loong-sets 
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/commentary/singapore-general-election-4g-heng-swee-keat-lee-hsien-
loong-11898506 
 

Thailand 

Thailand's north-east submerged in floodwater as high as 4 metres, 33 dead (The Straits Times, 
Bangkok Post, Khaosod English) 
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/thailands-north-east-submerged-in-floodwater-as-high-as-4-metres-33-
dead 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1755414/rains-to-lash-northeast-as-floods-persist 

Prayut touts Thailand's growth trend (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1759114/prayut-touts-thailands-growth-trend 

Major Thai stores to stop giving out plastic bags by 2020: minister (Reuters, Bangkok Post) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-thailand-plastic/major-thai-stores-to-stop-giving-out-plastic-bags-by-2020-
minister-idUSKBN1W915E 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/1744694/retailers-to-stop-handing-out-plastics 

Thai Belt and Road project bumps into finance and liability issues (Nikkei Asian Review) 
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Belt-and-Road/Thai-Belt-and-Road-project-bumps-into-finance-and-liability-issues 

 

Vietnam 

Is Vietnam’s Trong Still Going Strong? (The Diplomat) 
https://thediplomat.com/2019/09/is-vietnams-trong-still-going-strong/ 

Vietnam's social media crowd swells with new entrant to take on Facebook, Google (Reuters) 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-vietnam-cybersecurity/vietnams-social-media-crowd-swells-with-new-entrant-
to-take-on-facebook-google-idUSKBN1W20NH 

RFA Blogger Formally Indicted in Vietnam for ‘Abuse of Power’ (Radio Free Asia) 
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/indicted-09172019172519.html 

Southeast Asia's largest solar farm begins operations in southern Vietnam (VN Express 
International) 
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/southeast-asia-s-largest-solar-farm-begins-operations-in-southern-vietnam-
3979068.html 

 

ASEAN 

ASEAN pressed to oppose trade war (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/1744739/asean-pressed-to-oppose-trade-war 

Timor-Leste’s ASEAN membership limbo (East Asia Forum) 
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2019/09/28/timor-lestes-asean-membership-limbo/ 

ASEAN militaries between US, China (Bangkok Post) 
https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1743684/asean-militaries-between-us-china 
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